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Presentation Overview

• FRA Native American Outreach 
• Fresno to Bakersfield Section Update
• Overview and Update of the Environmental Process
• Status of Archaeological Studies 
• Native American Participation



NATIVE AMERICAN OUTREACH

• PROGRAM LEVEL 
• Statewide Program EIR/EIS (2001-2005)
• Bay Area to Central Valley EIR/EIS (2006-2008)
• Tribal Coordination 

• PROJECT LEVEL
• Programmatic Agreement for Compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA for 

the CA HST System 
• Informal Tribal Coordination /Formal Tribal Coordination and Outreach 

Efforts
• Coordination with NAHC and Other Stakeholders

• DOCUMENT DEVELOPMENT
• Preparation of HST section specific MOA for the Treatment of Adverse 

Effects



BNSF Alternative 
• 114 miles from Fresno Station to 

Bakersfield Station 

Hanford Alternatives 
• BNSF Alternative (Hanford East 

Bypass)
• Hanford West Bypass 1 and 2

Corcoran Alternatives 
• BNSF Alternative (West of BNSF 

Railway)
• Corcoran Elevated
• Corcoran Bypass 

Allensworth Alternatives 
• BNSF Alternative (BNSF Railway)
• Allensworth Bypass 

Wasco-Shafter Alternatives 
• BNSF Alternative (BNSF Railway)
• Wasco-Shafter Bypass

Bakersfield Alternatives 
• BNSF Alternative (Bakersfield North)
• Bakersfield South
• Bakersfield Hybrid



BNSF
(Hanford East) 

Kings River Near Alignment Crossing 
at SR-43

Kings/Tulare Regional Station Site -
East



Hanford West

Mt. Whitney Avenue, Laton

Kings/Tulare Regional Station Site -
West



Comparison of Hanford Alternatives

RESOURCE AREA HANFORD EAST HANFORD WEST

Wetlands (acres) 0 1.1-1.4

Other Waters of the U.S. (acres) 43.8 41.1-57.4

Number of Residences Severely Impacted by 
Noise (after mitigation)

178 231-287

Agricultural Land Converted (acres) 1,075 798-853

4(f) Properties Impacted 1 3-4

Community Disruption Yes No

Effects on EJ Communities No No

Housing Units Displaced 62 50-53

Travel Time 0:08:17 0:07:43 – 0:08:02

Estimated Cost (millions) $1,565 $1,510 - $1,664



CORCORAN

Otis Avenue near Whitley Avenue

Corcoran Bypass at Niles and 
Avenue 5 ½ 



Comparison of Corcoran Alternatives

RESOURCE AREA
BNSF (Through 
Corcoran West 
Side of BNSF)

CORCORAN 
ELEVATED (Through 
Corcoran East Side of 

BNSF)

CORCORAN
BYPASS

Wetlands (acres) 9.8 9.8 3.3

Other Waters of the U.S. (acres) 43.3 45.8 41.8

Number of Residences Severely Impacted by 
Noise (after mitigation)

79 27 111

Agricultural Land Converted (acres) 260 106 184

4(f) Properties Impacted 0 0 0

Community Disruption No No Yes

Effects on EJ Communities Yes Yes No

Housing Units Displaced 52 3 31

Travel Time 0:02:25 0:02:42 0:02:44

Estimated Cost (millions) $661 $741 $422



Allensworth

Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park



Comparison of Allensworth
Alternatives

RESOURCE AREA BNSF ALLENSWORTH BYPASS

Wetlands (acres) 93.2 25.2

Other Waters of the U.S. (acres) 145.7 154.6

Number of Residences Severely Impacted by 
Noise (after mitigation)

14 0

Agricultural Land Converted (acres) 468 386

4(f) Properties Impacted 2 0

Community Disruption No No

Effects on EJ Communities Yes No

Housing Units Displaced 9 0

Travel Time 0:07:35 0:07:35

Estimated Cost (millions) $774 $696



Wasco/Shafter

Shafter

Wasco



Wasco/Shafter 
Bypass



Comparison of Wasco-Shafter 
Alternatives

RESOURCE AREA BNSF WASCO-SHAFTER 
BYPASS

Wetlands (acres) 0 0

Other Waters of the U.S. (acres) 30.2 18.3

Number of Residences Severely Impacted by 
Noise (after mitigation)

531 90

Agricultural Land Converted (acres) 683 667

4(f) Properties Impacted 0 0

Community Disruption No No

Effects on EJ Communities Yes No

Housing Units Displaced 23 18

Travel Time 0:05:42 0:04:00

Estimated Cost (millions) $1,564 $1,074



Bakersfield  Alternatives

Preliminary – Subject to Change



Bakersfield Alignment 
Alternatives 
(West Detail)

Preliminary –
Subject to Change



Bakersfield Alignment  
Alternatives 
(Central Detail)

Preliminary – Subject to Change



Bakersfield Station Options

Preliminary – Subject to Change



Bakersfield Alignment  Alternatives 
(East Detail)

Preliminary – Subject to Change



Comparison of Bakersfield 
Alternatives

RESOURCE AREA BAKERSFIELD NORTH 
(BNSF)

BAKERSFIELD 
SOUTH

BAKERSFIELD 
HYBRID

Wetlands (acres) 0.8 0.6 0.6

Other Waters of the U.S. (acres) 47.5 37.1 37.2

Number of Residences Severely Impacted by Noise 
(after mitigation)

14 64 95

4(f) Properties Impacted 1 2 1

Community Disruption No No No

Effects on Environmental Justice Communities Yes Yes Yes

Housing Units Displaced 265 272 186

Community Facilities Affected
Bakersfield High School Industrial Arts 
Building

Yes No No

Mercado Latino Tianguis Yes No Yes

Bakersfield Homeless Shelter No No Yes

Medical Facility Associated with Mercy 
Hospital

No Yes Yes

Kern County Mental Health No No Yes

Religious Facilities 3 5 0

Travel Time 0:03:19 0:03:17 0:04:17

Estimated Cost (millions) $1,409 $1,413 $1,417



Ongoing 
Community and 

Agency 
Information 
Meetings and 

Communications



The Environmental Review Process

• Notice of Availability in Federal Register, July 20, 2012

• Public Comment Period is 90 Calendar Days           

From July 20, 2012 to October 19, 2012

• Comments Reviewed

• Recommend Preferred Alternative, December 2012

• Certification by Board, Spring 2013

• FRA Issues Record of Decision, Summer 2013



How To Comment On The Revised Draft 
EIR/ Supplemental Draft EIS

• California High-Speed Rail Authority website:
www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov

• E-mail:
Fresno_Bakersfield@hsr.ca.gov 

• Subject line: “Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS 
Comment” 

• Mail:
Fresno to Bakersfield Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS 
770 L Street, Suite 800 
Sacramento, CA 95814

The comment period is from July 20 to October 19, 2012.  



Status Of Archaeological Studies 

• Archaeological survey conducted between February and August 
2010, and in December 2011

• Archaeological survey covered 2,521 acres, or 21 percent of the 
entire project area included in all alternatives

• 6 archaeological sites recorded
• 3 previously recorded sites (1 historic-era, 2 Native American)
• 3 new sites (1 historic-era, 2 Native American)



Status Of Archaeological Studies
Continued

• Extended Phase 1 investigations conducted to 
determine presence/absence of subsurface 
deposits and site limits

• Geoarchaeology investigations
• Archaeological Survey Report completed and 
submitted to the SHPO

• Historic Property Survey Report submitted                  
to the SHPO



Archaeological Studies – Next Steps

• Prepare a Finding of Effect report for known historic properties 
once a preferred alternative is selected

• Prepare a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) and Archaeological 
Treatment Plans (ATP) for the selected alternative

• Conduct archaeological survey of previously inaccessible areas 
of the selected alternative, and prepare a supplemental 
Archaeological Survey Reports  

• Prepare ATP for newly- identified sites within the selected 
alternative  



Native American Participation

• Review and comment on Draft EIR/EIS
• FRA consultation with federally-recognized tribes
• Authority consultation with non-federally recognized tribes
• Review and comment on draft MOA; become a concurring party
• Review and comment on ATPs
• ATPs provide for tribal monitors during testing and data recovery 

excavations, and ground disturbance in culturally sensitive areas



How To Participate

• Join our mailing list
• Visit our project office in Hanford:

101 Irwin Ave., Suite 109
• Request information or schedule a meeting by calling: 

(866) 761-7755
• E-mail: Fresno_Bakersfield@hsr.ca.gov
• Visit: cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/FresnoBakersfield.aspx
• Follow us on: twitter.com/cahsra
• Find us on: Facebook



Questions


