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Section: Fresno to Bakersfield 

Meeting Date: September 30, 2011 

Location:  

Purpose: To assist the California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) in 
addressing the key issues raised by the agricultural community  

Participants: John Diener, Chairman 

Via telephone: Les Wright, Fresno County Deputy Ag 
Commissioner; Louie Guerra, Fresno County Ag Commissioner’s 
Office 

Jeff Abercrombie, Central Valley Program Manager, CHSRA 

Cheryl Lehn, Public Outreach, URS Corp 

Prepared by: Cheryl Lehn 

Action Items 

None. 

Decisions 

 Next meeting date: October 14, 2011  

 Next agenda to include equipment, white papers on bees and livestock 

Discussion of Issues 

Abercrombie welcomed and thanked the Ag Working Group (AWG) for their 
participation. Jeff reminded the team to provide responses the September 7, 2011 
meeting notes. 

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) and Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) 

One of the action items discussed at the September 7, 2011 meeting dealt with EMF 
and EMI. Abercrombie distributed Section 3.5 of the California High-Speed Train Project 
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Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) titled 
“Electromagnetic Fields and Electromagnetic Interference.” Abercrombie referred to 
Section 3.5.7 titled “NEPA Impacts Summary.” The section states the “effect would be 
considered negligible under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the impact would be less than significant.” 
This section will be sent to the other AWG members not present at the meeting. 
Abercrombie asked Gerry Higginbotham and John DeRuiter if this material answers 
questions regarding EMF effects. It appears to resolve the issue, but it was 
recommended to ask others in the dairy research field. 

Regarding stray current: the EIR/EIS proposes having grounding devices to control 
stray current. Another impact grounding resolves due to possible stray current is 
lengthy parallel linear metal features (i.e., fencing) for nuisance shock protection.  

Bees and Pollination 

The AWG reviewed a draft summary of the bees and pollination white paper that 
included information about the effects of wind on pollinator activity and almond 
pollination. This white paper will be distributed to the other members of the AWG not 
present at this meeting. 

Les Wright offered to share this white paper with the Fresno County Agricultural 
Commissioner’s entomologist. 

CHSRA suggested that each white paper undergo the following steps: 

1) Send draft white paper to the AWG for an internal check and discussion. 

2) Have the AWG reach agreement on draft white paper content. 

3) Send to others outside of the AWG for comment, as recommended by the AWG. 

Irrigation 

Abercrombie distributed an irrigation schematic grid showing an example of an irrigation 
system with approximately 1 mile of track traversing a property. This map of a 300-acre 
parcel was sent to Abercrombie by a grower with concerns about disrupting an existing 
irrigation system. 
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Diener commented as to how to rebuild the irrigation system. The irrigation system 
seemed to have excessive sub-mains but could be engineered in this manner to 
accommodate for slope or other types of conditions. 

Diener suggested comments from Larry Schwankl of the Kearney Agricultural Center be 
obtained and added to the meeting notes. 

The AWG discussed that active farming areas have a pipe sleeve for irrigation crossings. 
For active farming this pipe sleeve could be every ½ mile; but for less active 
pastureland, this could be every 1 to 2 miles. Standard placement of pipe sleeves 
should be at or adjacent to county roads. It may be necessary to consider the highest 
elevation in the field.  

The AWG suggested that an 18-inch sleeve is a reasonable size. 

The AWG stated a process would be needed for future crossings, and that an easement 
between crossings should be considered for an owner or neighbor to get to a culvert 
crossing, specifically along county roads. These culverts could be for items other than 
irrigation water.  

Abercrombie discussed the second map showing various plots and an alignment cutting 
across, noting various features such as wells and ponds. This is looking at a farm layout 
at a higher level than just one plot.    

 Plots 302 and 304 on the map are similar to the previous example. Plots 107 and 
108 have small corners, could go to an adjoining plot and have an access road along 
high-speed rail right-of-way. 

 Plots 105 and 108 do not have as many turn around issues. Plot 101 does have turn 
around issues. Jackson Avenue works well for access across high-speed rail right-of-
way for plots 107 and 108 but less so for plot 101. 

Compensation for establishment of new trees where plots are reconfigured (2-5 years) 
should be considered. 

Crossings 

Abercrombie stated that there are crossings about every mile for roads. For county 
roads that are closer to town, there may be crossings every ½ mile. There are some 
exceptions where existing roads are farther apart than 1 mile. 
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Discussion regarding that the CHSRA should consider box underpasses rather than 
overpasses. Over crossings have much larger footprints. 

There would be a gain of dirt with undercrossings versus building up dirt for 
overcrossings. 

Under crossings for county roads could collect water that has to be disposed of.   The 
water has to be acceptable to whoever receives it. This can be difficult in a rural setting. 
And maintenance is also an issue. Many counties have the same problem with 
maintenance. During rain storms there can be lots of water to pump out. These could 
make more sense depending on site specifics. 

Equipment 

This topic will be deferred to next month. 

Other topics to be discussed in October: pollination, wind, and livestock white papers. 

Next Meeting 

October 14, 2011 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 




