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CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority MEMORANDUM

To: Roelof van Ark, CEO, CHSRA Date: Nov. 2011
From: Jeff Abercrombie, Central VValley Manager

Subject: Agricultural Technical Working Group - Update

I would like to provide this update on the progress of the Agricultural Technical Working
Group since it began meeting — July 29, 2011. | have taken the liberty of attaching
background information relating to the formation of this group.

As a short recap, last May, letters of invitation to participate in the Working Group were
emailed to county agricultural commissioners along with a request for them to nominate
technical experts as well to serve on the committee. In this letter, the commissioners
were encouraged to engage their farm bureaus, agricultural commodity groups and other
agricultural organizations for recommendations. The Valley county farm bureaus in
Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, and Tulare were also copied on these
communications to the commissioners. These invitations are attached.

The commissioners considered the request at their valleywide association meeting in late
June and provided recommendations to the Authority. These recommendations along
with others were reviewed and an initial list of experts was devised and invitations
extended last July.

Attendance at the six meetings of the Agricultural Technical Working Group has varied.
Others’ participation has depended on the topic of the meeting and whether the person
had expertise in that particular area.

The work of the group thus far has been:

e The group has met five times to discuss concerns outlined by the agricultural
community since the July 29 kick-off meeting.

rvomonn @ The topics we have discussed are:

COVERNOR o0 High-Speed Train (HST) induced wind and the effects on dust, pests,
- pollination, and pesticide application

0 The potential impacts on livestock facilities (dairies and other) due to

direct conflict, operation severance, noise and vibration

0 The potential impacts on irrigation systems
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0 The potential impacts on equipment movement
o Agricultural lending has also been discussed at various times

e The goal of the group is to produce a report that outlines the discussion topic, lists
the salient points, and provides conclusions or recommendations on the topic

e Draft reports have been started for the topics on wind and livestock
e As part of its recommendations, the group may consider which items may require
additional research

Up to this point, the group has discussed and considered all of the broad topics. What
remains is the compilation of draft reports and then the review and the development of
consensus on the draft conclusions. | anticipate that the group will need three to six
more meetings to complete its work.

I would like to thank the members of the group in providing their expertise and insight as
we design and construct a world-class high-speed rail system in California. Their
participation has been voluntary yet valuable as we minimize the project’s impacts to
California agriculture.

Attachments
8/1/2011 Letter to Senators Cannella and DeSaulnier

Letters to County Agricultural Commissioners with attachments/ copied to county farm
bureaus

List of original invitees to the Agricultural Technical Working Group — July 2011
List of current members of the Agricultural Technical Working Group — November 2011
Agendas of the meetings for the Agricultural Technical Working Group



TABLE FOR AGRICULTURE WORKING GROUP
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES/CONTACTS —-JULY 2011

TOPIC

ISSUE

RESOURCES/CONTACTS

Bees

Pollination, Blossoms

Shannon Mueller, UCCE, Fresno

Irrigation Systems, Wells, Canals

Impacts on irrigation systems, replacement of wells,
pipelines

Dr. David Zoldoske, Center for Irrigation
Techn, CSU, Fresno

Jim Tischer, Center for Irrig Tech, CSU,
Fresno

Field & row crops, permanent
crops

Removal, replacement of crops, how crops may be
affected by the HST

Stephen Vasquez, UCCE, Fresno

Steve Sibett, UCCE, Tulare, retired

Mario Viveros, UCCE, Kern County,

retired

Shannon Mueller, UCCE, Fresno

Air Quality

Pesticide usage, dust & emissions from farm equipment

Seyed Sadredin, San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District

Tom Jordan, SJV Air Pollution Control
District

John F Karlik, Kern County UC Ext

Spray Materials

How HST may affect spraying near train

Kurt Kilburn, Tulare County Dep Ag
Commissioner

Stevie Mc Neill, Assistant Tulare County Ag




TABLE FOR AGRICULTURE WORKING GROUP
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES/CONTACTS —-JULY 2011

Commissioner

Eric Merz of Almendros, Kern Co.

Livestock

Dairy Production, permits for dairy, other impacts on
livestock

Gerald Higginbotham, UCCE. Fresno
Dairy Farm Advisor

Equipment Specialists

Clearance needed for equipment

Doug Flora, Exact Harvesting Systems
Linder Equipment, Tulare & Tipton
Jim Dokken

Lawrence Tractor, Visalia
Mark Lawrence




TABLE FOR AGRICULTURE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES — November 2011

TOPIC

ISSUE

RESOURCES/CONTACTS

Bees

Pollination, Blossoms

Shannon Mueller, UCCE, Fresno

Irrigation Systems, Wells, Canals

Impacts on irrigation systems, replacement
of wells, pipelines

Larry Schwankl, Kearney Ag Center, Parlier Station

Field & row crops, permanent
crops

Removal, replacement of crops, how crops
may be affected by the HST

Stephen Vasquez, UCCE, Fresno

Steve Sibett, UCCE, Tulare, retired

Mario Viveros, UCCE, Kern County,
retired

Air Quality

Pesticide usage, dust & emissions from farm
equipment

Seyed Sadredin, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District

Tom Jordan, SJV Air Pollution Control
District

John F Karlik, Kern County UC Ext

General Ag Practices
Spray Materials

How HST may affect spraying near train
Other impacts on agriculture

Kurt Kilburn, Tulare County Dep Ag Commissioner

Stevie Mc Neill, Assistant Tulare County Ag
Commissioner

Eric Merz of Almendros, Kern Co.




TABLE FOR AGRICULTURE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES — November 2011

Mark Sabin, Kern Co Ag Comm Office

Carol Hafner, Fresno Co Ag Commissioner

Les Wright, Fresno Co Deputy Ag Commissioner

Louie Guerra, Fresno Ag Comm Office

Tim Niswander, Kings County Ag Commissioner

Ag Lenders Specializing in Dairy Loans John De Ruiter, Rabobank

Livestock Dairy Production, permits for dairy, other Gerald Higginbotham, UCCE. Fresno
impacts on livestock Dairy Farm Advisor

Equipment Specialists Clearance needed for equipment Doug Flora, Exact Harvesting Systems

Linder Equipment, Tulare & Tipton
Jim Dokken

CHSRA Jeff Abercrombie, Area Program Manager, Central Valley 559-801-1164 jabercrombie@hsr.ca.gov

Chairman, Ag Working Group, John Diener, | N RE R
URS Corp. Public Outreach, Cheryl Lehn, | R
URS Corp. Public Outreach, Rebecca Nicholas—
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