
 

770 L Street, Suite 800 Sacramento, CA 95814 • T: (916) 324-1541 • F: (916) 322-0827 • www.hsr.ca.gov 

 
BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES SUMMARY  

DATE: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

Thursday, April 17, 2014 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

One Gateway Plaza Los Angeles, CA- Plaza Conference Room  

CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED RAIL 

AUTHORITY REPRESENTATIVES: 

Katherine Perez-Estolano       

CHSRA-Board Member 

 

Thomas Fellenz, Council Chair    

 

Jason Kimbrough                        

Deputy Director of External Affairs  

 

Robert Padilla, SB Advocate 

 

Jose Camarena  Director of Contracts 

& Compliance  

 

Rachel Kesting, CHSRA- Southern  

CA Region 

 

Patricia Padilla, SB Team    

 

Olivia Fonseca, SB Team 

 

Lauren Padilla, SB Team 

 

Ashley Marzano- Bolitho,  

SB Team  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

ACEC: Arvin Chaudhary  

AAAE: Eddy T. Lau  

ABA: Jason Kim  

CHCC: Jesus Vargas 

ESDVOBN: Bill Ulmer 

GFACC: Debbie Hunsaker 

KMCA: Marvin Dean  

LBA: Leonard Ortiz 

NCA: Diana LaCome  

WCOE: Lee Cunningham 

ALTERNATES PRESENT: 

AAAE: Winifred Au  

AAa/E: James Okazaki 

AGC: Dave Jones ABA: Tony Wong 

ESDVOBN: Rene Cota 

USPAACC: Mayling Liang  

SAME: Rick Rubin           

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

AICCC: Gretchen Cox  

AAa/E: Linden Nishinaga 

AGC: Sam Hassoun 

CAACC: Scott Leslie 

CBCC: Aubry Stone  

DVBA: Chris Coles 

LRRT: Paul Guerrero  

NAACP: Betty Williams 

SFAACCL: Frederick Jordan  

 

 

GUESTS: 

FRA: Rhonda Dew 

Tutor Perini Zachary Parsons:  

Maurice Young 

DGS: Angel Carrera 

Acosta Engineering Solutions:  

Maritza Acosta 

Alta Engineering Group, Inc.:       

David Cantor 

GC Tech: Emile GarderMorgner CM:  

Carlos E. Morgner 

Arup: 

Arnold Lufi  

J.R. Minor 



 

ITEM #1: WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS (Thomas Fellenz, Council Chair) 

 Council Chair Fellenz opened the meeting at 1:17 p.m. by welcoming everyone. Council Chair Fellenz 
initiated introductions of participants present and on the telephone. Joining the meeting by telephone was 
Rhonda Dews, Federal Railroad Administration & Olivia Fonseca, CHSRA. 

 Chair Fellenz introduced Katherine Perez-Estolano, CHSRA Board of Directors Member. Ms. Perez- 
Estolano was appointed to the CHSRA Board of Directors by Governor Brown in July 2013.  On behalf of 
the full Board of Directors, Ms. Perez- Estolano expressed the Board’s appreciation and support of the 
Business Advisory Council (BAC) member’s dedication to ensure Small Businesses, Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises and Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises (SB/DBE/DVBE) are involved in the 
construction of the high-speed rail project.  

 Chair Fellenz introduced Jason Kimbrough, CHSRA Deputy Director of External Affairs. Mr. Kimbrough is 
responsible for building strong relations with stakeholders, which includes overseeing the small business 
outreach and legislative affairs for the CHSRA.  

 Chair Fellenz introduced Don Sepulveda, Executive Officer Regional Rail for Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA). Mr. Sepulveda welcomed the CHSRA and the Business Advisory Council to MTA and 
appreciates what the California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) and the Business Advisory Council 
(BAC) are doing to support SB involvement and activities such as these meetings that are important to 
developing our commodities. Mr. Sepulveda announced that the Southern California Regional 
Interconnector Project contract award was approved by the MTA Board on April 16, 2014. This is a project 
where MTA in partnership with the CHSRA.MTA anticipates to exceed the SBE goal of 25 percent on the 
Interconnector Project. Mr. Sepulveda informed the council to remain involved in MTA projects for the 
numerous opportunities and SBE dollars that will be available on their upcoming projects   

 Chair Fellenz introduced Maurice Young, Tutor Perini, Zachary, Parson, AJV (TPZP); Jobs Coordinator.  Mr. 
Young noted the work with the vendor database that TPZP developed to capture project information. Mr. 
Young said to date that they have awarded 27% of the contracts to subcontractors and 16.5% of the 
subcontractor awards are to SB/DBE/DVBEs. Approximately 12.76% is committed to DBEs and TPZP is 
working towards meeting their DVBE goal.  For instance, TPZP is working to sign on a DVBE sub-contractor 
to perform lab testing. Member LaCome requested information about prompt payment monitoring and 
payments to date. Mr. Young indicated SB/DBE/DVBE utilization and prompt payment is completed on a 
monthly via the Form 103.    

ITEM #2: APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Thomas Fellenz, Council Chair) 

Council Chair Fellenz presented the BAC’s draft minutes from the February 13, 2014 meeting. 

*MOTION #1: Motion to approve the February 13, 2014 minutes requested.  

Raised by:  Member Dean  

Motion seconded by:  Member LaCome.  Approved by full consensus. 

 

ITEM #3: ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS (Thomas Fellenz, Council Chair) 

 The updated 2014 Business Advisory Council and Committees’ meeting schedule were presented.  



 

 
*MOTION #2: Motion to change the Committee meetings start time to11:00AM -12:30PM.         

Raised by: Member Lau  

Motion seconded by: Member Cunningham .  Approved by full consensus. 

 Presented the revised Operating Guidelines taking into consideration comments made during the     
February 13, 2014 BAC meeting.  Revisions were made to Section IV. Membership on page 3. 
 

 Thanked the BAC members for their cooperation in submitting the Reaffirmation of Commitment letters. 

ITEM #4: COMMUNITY BENEFITS AGREEMENT PRESENTATION (Patricia Padilla and Veronica Martinez, 
CHSRA Program Management Team)  

Patricia Padilla and Veronica Martinez presented a power point presentation overview of the CBA.  On December 6, 
2012, the Authority’s Board approved the “Community Benefits Policy” which is the basis for the Community Benefits 
Agreement.  Within this Policy, the Board solidified its commitment and directed the Authority to make every effort 
within the confinements of state and federal laws to ensure that communities, small businesses and residents benefit 
during the construction of the high-speed rail project. On August 13, 2013, our state-wide Community Benefits 
Agreement for the high-speed rail project was formally executed and now represents the largest Project Labor 
Agreement in the nation with over seventy-two union craft signatories.  Refer to PowerPoint presentation attachment 
for additional information.  
 

ITEM #5: COMMITTEE UPDATES 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (Arvin Chaudhary, Committee Chair): 

8 Members participated and 8 guests were in attendance.  

The Professional Services Committee reviewed the following Recommendations: 

 Official Recommendation # 1 Request the Authority to perform debriefing for non-successful firms and 
develop guidelines for debriefing A&E contracts. 

 Official Recommendation # 4: Request the Authority to amend the SB Program Plan to separate the PS 
(design) and construction (build) SB Goal (30/10/3) for each scope including language for identification 
and tracking or separate participation.  

 New Recommendation #15: Request that all Design Build awardees attend the PSC with a copy of the 
SB Performance Plan to discuss anticipated schedule; separate the professional services (design) and 
construction (build) small business goals (30/10/3,) including tracking the separate participation.  In 
addition, to discuss the potential of setting aside the utility relocation design and construction to small 
businesses. 

 Official Recommendation # 16: Amend Design-Build RFP evaluation criterion from the present 70% 
price/ 30% technical to 50% price/ 50$ technical merit. Include Small Business Performance Plan as an 
actual weighted line item.  ITEM Closed 03/27/2014  

  New Recommendation #17: Request the Authority provide a detailed utilization report including names 
of sub consultants used for SB/DBE/DVBE attainment  

 New Recommendation #18: Request the Authority to issue award notices to SBE/DBE/DBVE firms 
identified in the winning proposals. 

  New Recommendation #19: Request Authority to implement a 28-Day payment provision for all prime 
consultants to pay their sub consultants once the Authority approves the prime’s invoice. 



 

 New Recommendation #20: Program Construction Management (PCM) for CP2-3.  Committee desired 
to have the PCM unbundled by scope.  

  New Recommendation #21: Expand the use of contracting mechanisms and policies to promote 
SB/DBE/DVBE as Prime Contractors 

 New Recommendation #22: Request Authority to request the utility owners report back the utilization for 
DBE to the Authority on any project or program that receives funds from the Authority. 

 New Recommendation #23: Recommend the Authority publish a list of contracts that were funded (or 
partially funded) by Authority to other agencies (i.e. Caltrans, City of Fresno,) with the details of who the 
prime contractors with details on contract value and period of performance  

  A Task Force was assembled to work on presenting recommendations for Safe Harbor Rates 

CONSTRUCTION (Sam Hassoun, Committee Chair): 

Member Hassoun Committee Chair was not in attendance, acting Committee Chair LaCome conducted the 
meeting; however, no quorum was reached. 

• Requested that TPZP attend not only the BAC meeting but, there Committee meetings as well 

• Requested TPZP to post  their Small Business Performance Plan 

• Construction Committee still working on language for Insurance and Bonding to present to the BAC 

Please note: Any requests for action require the completion and submittal of the Official Committee Request 
Form to the Committee Liaison for review and processing. 
 

ITEM #6: PROJECT UPDATE (CHSRA PROGRAM MANAGEMENT TEAM and CHSRA COUNCIL CHAIR)  

• Chair Fellenz, thanked Mr. Young for the update on TPZP’s activities on Construction Package 1. 

• Chair Fellenz announced the success associated with the Industry Forum for Construction Package 2-3 and 
the Request of Qualifications (RFQ) Pre-bid meeting for Project Construction Management for Construction 
Package 2-3.  The RFQ is on BidSync and Statements of Qualifications are due May 16, 2014. 
 

ITEM #7: SMALL AND DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM UPDATE 

(Robert Padilla: Small Business Advocate & Jose Camarena: Director of Contracts Compliance & CHSRA 

Program Management Team) 

Mr. Padilla, provided the following updates:  

 Introduced Rachel Kesting, CHSRA Southern CA Regional Outreach Team 

 Business Market Availability and Disparity Study is underway.  The Consultant has begun the 
survey on the availability of SB/DBE/DVBEs.  The Authority anticipates the Study to be 
completed by  May 30, 2014 

 A Small Business Certification Workshop was provided in Bakersfield on March 26, 2014. Mr. 
Padilla thanked member Dean for hosting the event.  

 The BAC members complemented the Authority on the SB Newsletter. 

Mr. Camarena, provided the following updates: 
 Informed the BAC that the Authority Contract Compliance Division and TPZP are working very 

closely and conduct weekly meeting to discuss progress with meeting TPZP’s SB 
Performance Plan and goals and the Community Benefits Agreement.   



 

 The CP2-3 Industry Forum that took place  in Visalia, California was a success.  Mr. 
Camarena thanked the BAC members who attended and were complimentary to the event 
outcomes.  

ITEM #8: BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL REQUESTS/ACTION ITEMS  

• Member Dean requested that the team conducting the Disparity Study attend the Business Advisory Council 
Meetings and Committee Meetings.  

• Member Ulmer requested that Action item # 15 on the Professional Service Request form be noted as open 
and not closed. The request is  to have TPZP attend the Professional Service Committee Meetings.  

• Member Lau requested that the Authority provide monitoring and tracking details on all projects. 

* Please note: Any requests for action require the completion and submittal of the Official Request Form to 
the BAC Liaison for review and processing. 

ITEM #9:  PUBLIC COMMENT  

Member Dean announced the California Transportation Regional Summit Outreach Event that took place from 
March 26th- 28th in Bakersfield, CA was a huge success and thanked the Authority for attending and providing a 
CBA and Small Business Certification Workshops. Member Cunningham noted that the Chairman of the Board 
of Director, Dan Richard was acknowledged with an award at the Women Construction Owners and Executive 
event held in Washington D.C.  The WCOE is appreciative of the Authority’s support to WCOE and recent 
Memorandum of Agreement to work in partnership with woman owned businesses.  

 

ITEM #10: MEETING ADJOURN (Thomas Fellenz, Council Chair) 

Council Chair Fellenz adjourned the meeting at 3:01 p.m.  

 

BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE (THIRD THURDAYS OF APPLICABLE 
MONTHS with exception of the December 2014 meeting) 
 
DATES:  June 19, 2014 in Fresno, CA from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

  August 21, 2014 in Sacramento, CA from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p. m. 

October 16, 2014 in Sacramento, CA from 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.                                                                                       

December 11, 2014 in Sacramento, CA from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

  

April 17th 2014 Business Advisory Council Meeting Draft Minutes Officially issued to Council on: May 8, 2014  


