
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
LIGHT MAINTENANCE FACILITY

The Northern California 
Light Maintenance 
Facility in Brisbane 
would serve as a 
location where trains 
are cleaned, serviced, 
and stored and as 
a service point for 
any trains in need 
of emergency repair 
services.

The facility would 
supply trains and crew 
to the San Francisco 
terminal station at the 
start of the day. 

PURPOSE AND PROPOSED LOCATION
A Light Maintenance Facility (LMF) is used for routine maintenance 
and operations for the California High-Speed Rail system. The LMF 
in Brisbane is one of three proposed train maintenance facilities in 
California that would support high-speed rail operations.1

The LMF would be designed, constructed, and operated with LEED® 
Gold Certification — it will be energy-efficient and environmentally 
sensitive. With three overlapping work shifts, activities would occur 
24 hours a day. Most maintenance activities would take place 
overnight, between 10:00 pm and 6:00 am.  

SELECTING A SITE
Since 2009, the High-Speed Rail Authority (“Authority”) has 
considered potential LMF sites between San Francisco and San 
Jose. After screening out options that did not meet engineering 
and design criteria, the Authority further evaluated four sites for the 
LMF  in the San Francisco to San Jose Supplemental Alternatives 
Analysis Report based on the Authority’s feasibility criteria for siting 
maintenance facilities. 

Feasibility Criteria for Siting Maintenance Facilities

Example of a modern rail 
maintenance facility:  
Stockton’s LEED® Silver ACE 
train maintenance facility 
opened in 2015. (Photos: San 
Joaquin Regional Rail  
Commission)
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Built Improvements

1 Other train maintenance facilities include (1) a heavy maintenance facility in 
the Central Valley and (2) a light maintenance facility in the Los Angeles area.
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FOCUS ON 
BRISBANE
The Brisbane Bayshore East and 
West sites met all siting criteria. 
As a result, the Authority moved 
both sites forward for  
environmental review in the 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIR/S). 
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The East Brisbane LMF would 
minimize the impact to the 

planned mixed-use development 
(including housing) on the west side of 
the Caltrain tracks, as envisioned in the 
Brisbane General Plan. Tunnel Avenue 
and Lagoon Road would be relocated to 
be adjacent to the LMF. The East site 
would have fewer permanent impacts 
on wetlands than the West site and 
would avoid impacting eight acres of 
habitat for threatened and endangered 
butterfly species on Icehouse Hill.

The West Brisbane LMF would 
have the greatest impact to 

mixed-use development, where up to 
2,200 residential units (including 
affordable housing units) are planned. 
The West site would have more 
permanent impacts on wetlands than 
the East site and would impact 
threatened and endangered butterfly 
species on Icehouse Hill.
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A Light Maintenance Facility is where 
trains are cleaned, serviced, and stored 
for supply to HSR terminal stations at 
the start of the revenue day. 

• Quad Gates
• Channelization
• Perimeter Fencing

ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVE FEATURES

High-Speed Rail Operations

Alternative A Features
• East Option Light Maintenance Facility

• No Additional Passing Tracks

• No Viaduct Approach to Diridon Station

Alternative B Features
• West Option Light Maintenance Facility

• Additional Passing Tracks

• Long Viaduct Option

• Short Viaduct
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EAST WEST

In 2019, the Authority identified the East Brisbane LMF as the preferred location. The East site 
would be more compatible with planned land uses and have fewer environmental impacts. Both 
options will be studied in full in the Draft EIR/EIS planned for release in the summer of 2020. 
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HOW TO STAY INVOLVED www.hsr.ca.gov 800-435-8670 san.francisco_san.jose@hsr.ca.gov 
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