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• Federal Agencies (Chapter 19)
• State Agencies (Chapter 20)
• Elected Officials (Chapter 21)
• Local Agencies (Chapter 22)

1 References to the Council on Environmental Quality National Environmental Policy Act regulations (Code of Federal 
Regulations Title 40, Parts 1500 to 1508) in the responses to comments are to the Council on Environmental Quality 
regulations promulgated in 1978 and in effect prior to September 14, 2020. 

16 INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME 4 

This introduction explains the organization of and how to reference comment letters and 
responses to comments included in this Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIR/EIS). The comments and responses to comments section contain public 
comments on the 2020 Draft EIR/EIS for the Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section of the 
California High-Speed Rail (HSR) Project and responses.1  

16.1 Standard Responses to Frequently Raised Comments 

As part of the public review process for the 2020 Draft EIR/EIS, the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority (Authority) received 276 written comment letters and verbal comments at public 
hearings; these 276 submissions contained 1,298 individual comments on the Draft EIR/EIS and 
on the proposed project generally. Many of these comments raise similar issues. The Authority 
has therefore prepared a chapter of standard responses to address the most frequently raised 
issues. The standard responses provide a comprehensive response to an issue so that multiple 
aspects of the issue are addressed in an organized manner in one location. This reduces 
repetition of responses. When an individual comment raises an issue discussed in a standard 
response, the response to the individual comment includes a cross-reference to the appropriate 
standard response. The standard responses are provided in Chapter 17. A translated summary of 
individual standard responses to comments may be provided upon request, to the extent 
practicable.  

سيتم إرسال ملخص بالردود على التعليقات القياسية للأشخاص عند الطلب، وذلك إلى أقصى حد ممكن عمليا.ً
Maaaring magbigay ng naisalin na buod ng mga indibidwal na karaniwang tugon sa mga 
komento kapag hiniling, hangga't maisasagawa ito. 

Một bản tóm tắt được dịch cho các phản hồi tiêu chuẩn cá nhân đối với nhận xét có thể được 
cung cấp khi được yêu cầu, đến mức độ có thể thực thi. 

Մեկնաբանություններին տրված անհատական տիպական պատասխանների թարգմանված 
ամփոփումը կարող է ներկայացվել ըստ խնդրանքի, հնարավորության սահմաններում: 

의견에 대한 개별 표준 답변의 번역된 요약본은 요청에 따라 실행 가능한 범위 내에서 제공될 수 

있습니다 

Se puede facilitar un resumen traducido de las respuestas estándares individuales a los 
comentarios a quien lo solicite, en los casos en que sea factible. 

在可行的范围内，可应要求提供对个别评论的标准回复的摘要翻译。 

要請があれば、実行可能な限りで、コメントに対する標準的な回答のサマリーを翻訳したものが

提供される場合があります 

16.2 Individual Responses to Written and Verbal Comments 

Following the standard responses, the Authority provided responses to individual written and 
verbal comments.  

The individual  letters and comments included and addressed are organized and numbered as 
follows: 
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• Business and Organization Comments (Chapter 23) 
• Individuals (Chapter 24) 
• Public Hearing Comments, July 8, 2020 (Chapter 25) 

Each written submission and oral presentation can be found under the appropriate category, by 
name, or if representing an organization, the name of their organization. If a commenter gave oral 
or written testimony at the public hearing, they will find their comments, submissions, and 
responses under “Public Hearing Comments.” Each written comment letter sent to the Authority 
was assigned a number. Each comment letter and public hearing transcript has brackets in the 
left-hand margin with identification numbers for each comment. Some letters or oral statements 
have been treated as a single comment, whereas in other submissions, multiple comments have 
been identified, which have been numbered and responded to individually. The responses to 
comment(s) are located at the end of each letter or transcript. Each response is labeled with the 
letter/testimony identifier and comment number that relates back to that particular bracketed 
comment. 

A number of written comment submissions included lengthy attachments to the comment letters 
or provided web links to supporting materials. In preparing the Final EIR/EIS and responses to 
comments, every attachment provided with comment submissions or identified by a web link was 
reviewed and evaluated. In those cases where attachments included additional comments on the 
Draft EIR/EIS, the comments were delineated and responded to. In those cases where 
attachments or web links contained information or studies in support of the written comment 
submission, the material was considered in developing the response. All attachments submitted 
as part of the comments have been reproduced in this EIR/EIS. 

The table of contents, provided below, includes a listing of each comment, its submission 
number, and the page where it can be found. 

16.3 Contents by Order of Appearance in Document 
Chapter 17—Standard Responses (English) Page Number 
General 
BLA-Response-GENERAL-01 Hollywood Burbank Airport 17-1 
BLA-Response-GENERAL-02 Funding and Project Costs 17-3 
BLA-Response-GENERAL-03 General Opposition 17-4 
BLA-Response-GENERAL-04 General Support 17-5 
BLA-Response-GENERAL-05 Taylor Yard Community 17-7 
Chapter 2 - Alternatives 
BLA-Response-Chapter 2 Alt-01 Alternatives 17-11 
Section 3.2 - Transportation 
BLA-Response-Section 3.2 TRAN-01 Temporary Traffic Impacts 17-24 
BLA-Response-Section 3.2 TRAN-02 Permanent Traffic Impacts 17-27 
Section 3.3 – Air Quality and Global Climate Change 
BLA-Response-Section 3.3 AQ-01 Construction Emission Impacts 17-28 
Section 3.4 – Noise and Vibration 
BLA-Response-Section 3.4 N&V-01 Noise Impacts During Operation 17-29 
BLA-Response-Section 3.4 N&V-02 Sound Barriers and other Noise Abatement 17-31 
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Chapter 17—Standard Responses (English) Page Number 
Section 3.12 – Socioeconomics and Communities 
BLA-Response-Section 3.12 SOCIO-01 Relocations, ROW Process, Eminent Domain 17-32 
BLA-Response-Section 3.12 SOCIO-02 Impacts to Property Values 17-35 
BLA-Response-Section 3.12 SOCIO-03 Impacts Related to the Main Street Grade Separation 17-36 
Section 3.15 – Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
BLA-Response-Section 3.15 PROS-01 100-Acre Partnership 17-40 
Chapter 5 – Environmental Justice 
BLA-Response-Chapter 5 EJ-01 Environmental Justice Communities 17-42 

 

Chapter 18—Translated Responses Page Number 
Reserved 

 

Chapter 19—Federal Agency Comments 

Agency Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX, Jean Prijatel, Manager, 
Environmental Review Branch 

703 19-1 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Division, Ventura Field Office, Spencer 
MacNeil 

882 19-4 

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, Holly L. 
Dixon, Acting Manager, Los Angeles Airports District Office 

915 19-12 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX, Bianca Handley, Acting Section 
Manager, California Sites 

889 19-14 

 

Chapter 20—State Agency Comments 

Agency Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number 

California Department of Corrections & Rehabilitation, Dean L. Borg, Director, 
Facility Planning, Construction and Management 

785 20-1 

California Department of Fish & Wildlife, Erinn Wilson, Environmental Program 
Manager I, South Coast Region 

702 20-3 

California Highway Patrol, Joseph Saunders. Sergeant 851 20-19 
California Public Utilities Commission, Rail Crossings and Engineering – Rail 
Safety Division, Matthew Cervantes, PE, Utilities Engineer 

884 20-24 

California State Transportation Agency – Department of Transportation, Derek 
Higa, Assistant District Division Chief 

644 20-27 

Caltrans District 7, Vanessa Velasco 663 20-30 
Caltrans District 7 Division of Environmental Planning, Ronald Kosinski, Deputy 
District Director 

767 20-32 

Department of Parks and Recreation, Craig Sap, Angeles District Superintendent 759 20-43 
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Chapter 21—Elected Officials’ Comments 

Elected Official Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number 

Los Angeles City Council, Gilbert A. Cedillo, Councilmember, First District 896 21-1 
Los Angeles City Council, Kevin de León, Councilmember-Elect, 14th Council 
District 

791 21-10 

Office of the Burbank City Council, Sharon Springer, Mayor 789 21-14 
Twenty-Fourth Senate District, María Elena Durazo, State Senator, Fifty-First 
Assembly District, Wendy Carrillo, State Assemblymember 

843 21-71 

 

Chapter 22—Local Agency Comments 

Agency Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number(s) 

City of Burbank, David Kriske, Assistant Community Development Director 641, 642 22-1, 22-3 
City of Glendale, Jasmina Zigic 723 22-5 
City of Glendale, Yazdan T. Ermani, P.E., Director of Public Works 918 22-12 
City of Glendale, Erik Krause, Deputy Director of Community Development 894 22-14 
City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, Eddie Guerrero, Jr., Senior 
Transportation Engineer 

654, 890 22-81, 22-83 

County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, Sean Woods, Chief of 
Planning 

695 22-120 

Eco-Rapid Transit, Michael R. Kodama, Executive Director 766 22-125 
Greater Cypress Park Neighborhood Council, Ashley Kramer 866 22-133 
Los Angeles County Fire Department, Alexandra Cuadra, Secretary III, Forestry 
Division 

634, 635 22-135, 22-
137 

Los Angeles County Fire Department, Forestry Division, Ronald Durbin, Chief, 
Forestry Division Prevention Services Bureau 

768 22-139 

Los Angeles County Public Works, Toan Duong, Civil Engineer 762 22-143 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power, Kathryn Laudeman, Environmental 
Planning and Assessment 

783 22-146 

Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority Regional Rail Department, Jay 
Fuhrman, Manager, Transportation Planning 

776 22-169 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, Christina Humphreys, PE, 
Water Resource Control Engineer 

863 22-176 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, Renee Purdy, Executive Officer 881 22-176 
Los Angeles Unified School District, William Meade, Environmental Planning 
Specialist 

672, 765 22-183, 22-
185 

Metrolink Southern California Regional Rail Authority, Todd McIntyre, Chief 
Strategy Officer 

885 22-193 

Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority, George Lange, Chairperson 903 22-213 
Mountains Recreation & Conservation Authority, Brian Baldauf (100-Acre 
Partnership) 

908 22-223 

Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority (represented by Richards Watson 
Gershon/Ginette L. Giovinco, Attorneys) 

888, 647 22-235, 22-
248 
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Chapter 22—Local Agency Comments 

Agency Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number(s) 

San Bernardino County Transit Authority, Ray. W. Wolfe, Executive Director 727 22-250 
South Coast Air Quality Management District, Lijin Sun, J.D., Program Supervisor, 
CEQA IGR 

873 22-254 

Upper Los Angeles River Area, Richard Slade, ULARA Watermaster 763 22-274 
 

Chapter 23—Businesses and/or Organizations Comments 

Business/Organization Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number 

Christian N/A 628 23-1 
Luis N. Martinez 665 23-3 
Michael Banner 697, 709 23-5, 23-7 
Burbank Station 734 23-9 
Rob Davidson 861 23-11 
Atlas Investments, LLC, Steven Goodman 845 23-13 
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, Karen Barnett 639 23-20 
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, Courtney Morris 850 23-22 
Atwater Village Neighborhood Council, Marianne Vogel Bender, Community 
Greening Committee 

675 23-44 

Boys & Girls Club, Ronald Lozano 683 23-47 
Burbank Advisory Council on Disabilities, Marva Murphy 698 23-49 
Burbank Transportation Management Organization, Bronwen Keiner, Director 640, 799 23-51, 23-54 
Central Atwater Residents, Juanita Myers 846 23-56 
Citizens Coalition for A Safe Community, Dr. Tom Williams 777 23-59 
Citizens Coalition for A Safe Community, Dr. Clyde T. Williams 705 23-72 
Dealer Operator, Oliver Shokouh, Dealer Operator/Principle 688 23-74 
Elysian Valley Neighborhood Council, Carrie Sutkin 656 23-76 
Friend of the LA River (FoLAR), Liliana Griego 886 23-78 
Glassell Park Improvement Association, Helene Schpak 622 23-84 
Gotprint.com, Christian Sookiasian, Risk Strategist 630 23-86 
Historical Society of Southern California 803 23-88 
Irell & Manella, LLP, Kyle Kawakami 874, 876 23-90, 23-95 
Kombucha Dog, Michael Faye 865 23-100 
Land Veritas Corp., H. Tracey Brownfield, President 897 23-102 
Lincoln Heights Benefit Association of Los Angeles, Misty Iwatsu 795, 864 23-116, 23-

118 
Little Tokyo Business Association, Ellen Endo 787 23-120 
Lockheed Martin Corporation, Kimberly L. Bick 898 23-122 
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Chapter 23—Businesses and/or Organizations Comments 

Business/Organization Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number 

Los Angeles LDC, Michael Banner 879, 853, 
854, 855, 
856, 651, 
657, 693 

23-140, 23-
143, 23-145, 
23-147, 23-
155, 23-157, 
23-159, 23-
181 

Los Angeles River Communities for Environmental Equity, Christine Mills, Director 784 23-183 
Natural Resources Defense Council, Alison Hahm 637 23-190 
Natural Resources Defense Council, Damon Nagami, Senior Attorney, Nature 
Program 

887 23-192 

Overton Moore Properties, Timur Tecimer, CEO 696 23-204 
Rail Passenger Association of California and Nevada, Paul Dyson, Vice President, 
Southern California 

764 23-336 

Responsive Homes, Michael Tessler 872 23-339 
San Antonio Winery, Steve Riboli, Owner 692 23-341 
Sanchez Farms, Jack Sanchez, Owner 800 23-371 
Sierra Club Angeles Chapter, Darrell Clarke, Conservation Chair 773 23-373 
SoCal Gas, Marvin Arevalo, Planning Associate 625 23-375 
The Nature Conservancy in California, Jill Sourial, Urban Conservation Director 900 23-377 
The Stronghold Climbing Gym, Katharine Mullen, Co-Owner 686 23-384 
The Walt Disney Company, Deanna Detchemendy, Assistant General Counsel 758 23-386 
TY – 55 Home Owners Association, Christopher Fetner, President of the Board 694 23-388 
Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR), Adrian Guerrero, General Director 
Network Development 

902 23-390 

 

Chapter 24—Individual Comments by Last Name  

Last Name First Name Submission Number Page Number 
A. A. 756 24-1 
Akin Marie 802 24-3 
Alt Chase 794 24-5 
Alwill Jill 810 24-7 
Amano-Tompkins Tommy 648, 728 24-9, 24-11 
Ancewicz Joe 847 24-15 
Asher Andrea 838 24-17 
Baiocco Callahan Evette 868, 869, 870 24-19, 24-21, 24-23 
Baker Robinson 736 24-25 
Baker Paul 808 24-27 
Banner Michael 852 24-29 
Belinky Joshua 679 24-31 
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Chapter 24—Individual Comments by Last Name  

Last Name First Name Submission Number Page Number 
Bender Marianne 643 24-33 
Benjauthit Blisile 655 24-35 
Blanton Lawrence 774 24-37 
Blum Samuel 899 24-39 
Boggia Tommaso 674 24-41 
Bolan Susan 880 24-43 
Borsom Douglas 615 24-45 
Boustani Maziyar 716 24-47 
Brenner Gil 792 24-49 
Brown Joseph 878 24-51 
Burdett William 824 24-53 
Christensen Roger 831 24-55 
D’Agnenica Jill 877 24-57 
DelloRusso James 798 24-61 
Deutsch Samuel 676 24-63 
Dicke Wulf 812 24-65 
Dioquino Priscilla 832 24-67 
Dominguez Ceci 701 24-69 
Fanaris Jordan 627 24-71 
Flores Terra 629 24-73 
Flores Daniel 704 24-76 
Forsyth Terry 772 24-78 
Fox Andrew 685 24-80 
Frampton Robert 699 24-82 
Franco David O. 715 24-86 
Franz James 775 24-88 
Fruhlinger Josh 619 24-90 
G Nelson 719 24-92 
Gale Rebecca 818 24-94 
Galindo Luis 796 24-96 
Garcia Jennifer 858 24-98 
Gnecco Sheila 722 24-103 
Gonzalez Frank 681 24-105 
Gonzalez Carmen 801 24-108 
Hanley Valerie 857 24-110 
Hempfling Charles 821 24-112 
Hoffman Joseph 617 24-114 
Hunt David 667 24-116 
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Chapter 24—Individual Comments by Last Name  

Last Name First Name Submission Number Page Number 
Hyun Yoon Sung 706 24-118 
Johnston Mark 658 24-121 
Kaysing Wendy L. 664 24-123 
Kearns Robert 819 24-125 
Kerr Evan 827 24-127 
Khavari Kathreen 712 24-129 
Kiehl Jim 731 24-131 
Knight Dr. Tony 834 24-134 
Kook Soo 713 24-136 
Kung Jodie 732 24-138 
Kurz Jack 820 24-140 
Lane Derek 730 24-142 
Lawson Seraphina 677 24-147 
Lay Burgaard Sudhir 717 24-149 
Lee Tyler 671 24-151 
Lee Lux 718 24-153 
Li Alexander 848, 849 24-155, 24-157 
Lopipero-Langmo Peggy 829 24-159 
Loporchio Nancy 632 24-161 
Lukins Dot 809 24-163 
Margulieux Richard 613 24-165 
May Chris 782 24-167 
McCann Amanda 659 24-169 
McCarthy Richard 859, 860 24-171, 24-175 
Meilan Michael 616 24-177 
Menelick Elijiah 844 24-179 
Miller Tristen 645, 669 24-181, 24-183 
Mills Christine Louise 700 24-185 
Mitchell Phillips 828 24-187 
Mora Victoria 636 24-189 
Moritz Jason 825 24-191 
Murray Ken 673 24-193 
Mutia Lorenzo 806 24-195 
Myers Juanita 624, 793 24-197, 24-199 
N/A N/A 835 24-202 
N/A Sharron 871 24-204 
Nandwana Pyari 721 24-206 
Nanni Ryan 733 24-208 
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Chapter 24—Individual Comments by Last Name  

Last Name First Name Submission Number Page Number 
Narayan Dhiraj 779 24-210 
Nguyen Brian T. 786 24-214 
Obradovich Louis 621 24-218 
Oddo Eric 813 24-220 
Orcholski Gerald 690 24-222 
Orend Fred 822 24-224 
Orourke Walter 815 24-226 
P Sam 684 24-228 
Paidarfard Shabnam 707, 711 24-230, 24-232 
Parrent Matthew 612 24-235 
Payne Debbie 670 24-237 
Pomeroy David 678 24-239 
Ramirez David 653 24-241 
Randazzo Sonia 623, 633 24-243, 24-245 
Retherford Leah 840 24-247 
Rivas Sofia 680 24-249 
Rose Craig 823 24-252 
Roswold Leif 862 24-254 
Scheetz Hank 649, 726 24-256, 24-258 
Scott John 817 24-261 
Scotti Arthur 816 24-263 
Shah Bhavin 811 24-265 
Shates Tim 836 24-267 
Shearman Alastair 652, 691 24-269, 24-271 
Shepard Robert 805 24-273 
Shon Sharon 725 24-275 
Shure Candace 720 24-277 
Simpson Stephanie 780 24-279 
Simpson Eleanor 781 24-283 
Smithers Ralph 804 24-285 
Spaeth Scott 668 24-287 
Stambaugh Susan 638 24-289 
Station Burbank 761 24-291 
Steinberg Joshua 839 24-295 
Stewart George 833 24-297 
Stone James 771 24-299 
Sulahian Michelle 626 24-301 
Sullivan Eric 807 24-303 
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Chapter 24—Individual Comments by Last Name  

Last Name First Name Submission Number Page Number 
Sutkin Carrie 778 24-305 
Swanson Nadia 837 24-310 
Terplan Sprague 826 24-312 
Tien Charles 875 24-314 
Tomimatsu Benjamin 646 24-317 
Tomita Brian 735 24-319 
Tomyoy Brandon 708 24-321 
Topikian Hutch 620 24-323 
Tran Hung and Tina 714 24-325 
Ulhar Daniel 618 24-327 
Ulyate-Crow Zennon 666 24-329 
Vensky Michael 661 24-331 
Weeks Alan 650 24-333 
Weidman Joanne 710 24-335 
Wells Maurice 841 24-337 
Whately Benjamin 867 24-339 
Whitworth Christer 814 24-341 
Wildermuth Barbara 842 24-343 
Williams Kathryn 830 24-345 
Williams Neubauer Sally 631 24-347 

 

Chapter 25—Public Hearing Comments, July 8, 2020 

Last Name First Name Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number(s) 

Banner Michael 753 25-1 
Campa Anais 740 25-4 
Carvalho Armando 747 25-8 
Contreras Karla 737 25-10 
Cramer James 746 25-15 
Dahan Ana 750 25-17 
Engle Robert 742 25-20 
Gasca Dr. Gloria 754 25-22 
Gomez Jose 748 25-27 
Lane Derek 757 25-29 
Munoz Graciela 744 25-33 
Narayan Dhiraj 749 25-35 
Nash Christine 743 25-40 
Riboli Steve 729 25-43 
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Chapter 25—Public Hearing Comments, July 8, 2020 

Last Name First Name Submission 
Number 

Page 
Number(s) 

Robinett Sascha 739 25-47 
Rudolph Ronnie 738 25-50 
Sourial Jill 745 25-55 
Suarez Ana 755 25-58 
Tien Dawn 752 25-62 
Ulyate-Crow Zennon 741 25-66 
Weidman Joanne 751 25-69 
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