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Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Submission 4045 (Eric Sahakian, Acton Agua Dulce Unified School District, September 6, 2022)

4045-7621

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4045 DETAIL

Status : Completed
Record Date : 9/6/2022
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Eric
LastName: Sahakian

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Good afternoon, Ms. DiCamillo and Mr. Stanich
| trust this message finds you well.

I am in receipt of a letter dated August 26th from the CA High-Speed Rail
Authority regarding the HSR project. The letter does indicate that two of

our school sites within the district are within one-fourth mile of the
proposed HSR project.

Thank you for providing the option to meet and further consult with the
Authority representatives regarding the potential impact of the HSR

project on our schools.

We would like to exercise our right to meet.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you.

Best,

Eric Sahakian, Ed.D. - AADUSD Superintendent

Eric Sahakian, Ed.D.

Superintendent

Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District

www.aadusd.k12.ca.us

(661) 269-0750 Ext. 102

*Empowering Today's Learners to Thrive in Tomorrow's World*

"Truth is like the sun. You can shut it out for a time, but it ain't goin
away"- Elvis Presley

April 2024
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Response to Submission 4045 (Eric Sahakian, Acton Agua Dulce Unified School District, September
6, 2022)

4045-7621

The commenter expressed appreciation for notification efforts that occurred on behalf of
the California HSR System and requested consultation with the Authority. In response to
this comment, the Authority contacted the commenter and provided information about an
upcoming Stakeholder Working Group. The commenter attended the Stakeholder
Working Group held by Authority staff in Acton on September 12, 2022.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Submission 4046 (Henry Fung, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, September 6, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4046 DETAIL

Status : Completed
Record Date : 9/6/2022
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Henry

Last Name : Fung

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

4046-7620
Hi, my name is Henry Fong Im looking for a copy of the technical reports. | can be reached at/ . 'f
you could send a CD as well, that would be appreciated for the tech corporates. Thank you.
April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4046 (Henry Fung, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works,
September 6, 2022)

Chapter 21 Local Agencies

4046-7620
Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-7: Access to Technical Reports.

The commenter requested a copy of the technical reports associated with the Draft
EIR/EIS. The Authority responded to the commenter's request. Please refer to Standard
Response PB-Response-GEN-7: Access to Technical Reports. Persons requesting
Technical Reports via notice to the Authority were provided electronic version of the
specific reports being requested. CEQA and NEPA require a Final EIR and EIS to
respond to the comments received on environmental issues (see 14 C.C.R. §15088(a)
and Federal Railroad Administration Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts
14(s)). This comment does not address the sufficiency of the Draft EIR/EIS, nor does it
suggest edits to the document. No change has been made to the document in response
to this comment.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Submission 4053 (Danica Nguyen, South Coast Air Quality Management District, September 7, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4053 DETAIL
Status : Delimited

Record Date : 9/7/2022 Regards,

Interest As : Local Agency .

First Name : Danica Danica Nguyen

Last Name : Nguyen Air Quality Specialist, CEQA-IGR

Attachments : PB_4053_Nguyen_Email_Original.pdf (39 kb) Planning, Rule Development & Implementation
LAC220901-10 DEIR California High Speed Rail System Project - Palmdale South Coast Air Quality Management District
to Burbank Project Section.pdf (215 kb) . .
South Coast AQMD Staff's Comments - Draft EIR_EIS CHSR Project - 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section.pdf (305 kb) Phone: (909) 396-3531

South Coast AQMD Staff's Comments - Draft EIR_EIS CHSR Project -

Palmdale to Burbank Project Section.pdf (305 kb) E-mail: dnguyen1@aqmd.gov

Please note South Coast AQMD is closed on Mondays.
Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Dear Mr. Stanich,

South Coast AQMD staff received the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the Proposed CA
High-Speed Rail Authority Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Project (South Coast AQMD Control Number:
LAC220901-10). Staff is currently in the process of reviewing the Draft EIR. The public commenting period is
from 09/02/2022 — 11/01/2022.

Upon reviewing the files provided as part of the public review period, | was able to access the Draft EIR and
Appendices through the City’s website.

Please provide all technical documents related to air quality, health risk, and GHG analyses, electronic versions
of all emission calculation files, and air quality modeling and health risk assessment files (complete files, not
summaries) that were used to quantify the air quality impacts from construction and/or operation of the
Proposed Project as applicable, including the following:

» CalEEMod Input Files (.csv files);

* EMFAC output files (not PDF files);

« All emission calculation spreadsheet file(s) (not PDF files) used to calculate the Project’s emission sources
(i.e., truck operations);

+ AERMOD Input and Output files, including AERMOD View file(s) (.isc);

« Any HARP Input and Output files and/or cancer risk calculation files (excel file(s); not PDF) used to calculate
cancer risk and chronic and acute hazards from the Project;

* Any files related to post-processing done outside AERMOD to calculate pollutant-specific concentrations (if
applicable).

You may send the files mentioned above via a Dropbox link in which they may be accessed and downloaded
by South Coast AQMD staff by COB on Tuesday, 09/13/22. Without all files and supporting documentation,
South Coast AQMD staff will be unable to complete a review of the air quality analyses in a timely manner. Any
delays in providing all supporting documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the
comment period.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 4053 (Danica Nguyen, South Coast Air Quality Management District, September 7, 2022)
- Continued

4053-10539

South Coast
@ Air Quality Management District

rywrswen 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178
LaXe1i[3] (909) 396-2000 - www.agmd.gov

SENT VIA E-MAIL:

Palmdale_Burbank@hsr.ca.gov
Serge.Stanich@hsr.ca.gov

Serge Stanich, Director of Environmental Services
California High-Speed Rail Authority

355 S Grand Avenue, Suite 2050

Los Angeles, CA 90071

November 30, 2022

Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIR/EIS) for
the California High-Speed Rail Project — Palmdale to Burbank Project Section

August 2022 (Proposed Project) (SCH No.: 2014071074)

South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) staff appreciates the
opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document. The California High-Speed Rail
System Authority (Authority) is the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency
for the Proposed Project. The following comments include recommended revisions to CEQA
regional construction air quality analysis, health risk assessment (HRA), ambient air quality,
impact avoidance and minimization features (IAMFs), additional air quality mitigation measures,
and information about South Coast AQMD permits that the Lead Agency should include in the
Final EIR/EIS.

South Coast AQMD Staff’s Summary of Project Information in the Draft EIR/EIS

Based on the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority proposes to develop the High-Speed Rail (HSR) system,
which is an important transportation strategy. The HSR provides service for intercity travel in
California on electrically powered, high-speed railroad tracks of more than 800 miles.! The
Proposed Project is one of the project sections in the HSR system and spans approximately 31-38
miles between the city of Palmdale and Burbank, including a station in the city of Burbank near
the Hollywood Burbank Airport.> The Proposed Project evaluates six Build Alternatives in the
Draft EIR/EIS.? Construction of the Proposed Project will occur over nine years from 2020-2029.
It is anticipated that operations will begin in 2029.

South Coast AQMD Staff’s Comments on the Draft EIR
CEQA Regional Construction Air Quality Analysis
In the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority discusses that all six Build Alternatives would involve the use,

storage, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials and wastes, such as wasted materials and
contaminated soil or groundwater.’ Additionally, excavation and tunneling would generate

! Draft EIR/EIS. Summary Section. Page S-1.
2 Ibid.

3 Ibid. Summary Section. Page S-2.

4 Ibid. Section 3.3. Page 3.3-28.

3 Ibid. Section 3.10. Page 3.10-21.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Serge Stanich November 30, 2022

different quantities of potentially hazardous spoil materials, such that Refined SR14 and SR14A
have 9.2 million cubic yards (mcy), E1 and E1A have 3.0 mcy, and E2 and E2A have 3.8 mcy of
hazardous spoil.® However, the Authority does not explain how this amount was developed in the
Draft EIR/EIS. Furthermore, the Authority identifies the number of high-priority Potential
Environmental Concerns (PEC) sites with known and/or suspected contamination during
construction.” The maximum number of high-priority PEC sites is 26 among all six Build
Alternatives.® It is unclear if the removal of hazardous spoil materials for those 26 sites is in
addition to or included in the above million cubic yards of hazardous spoil materials and should
be clarified in the Final EIR/EIS. The Authority identifies potential disposal sites for spoil
materials within 25 miles one-way for the Palmdale to Burbank Section, which are Vulcan Mine,
Boulevard Mine, and CalMat Mine in the Air Quality and Global Climate Change Technical
Report.? It is assumed that spoils would be hauled by trucks with an 18-cubic yard capacity.'’
However, the number of hauling trucks during these activities and how the associated hauling
trucks’ emissions were calculated are not discussed in detail.

In the Public Utilities and Energy Section of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority also identifies five
off-site disposal landfill facilities for solid waste collections: Antelope Valley Recycling and
Disposal Facility in the City of Palmdale, Sunshine Canyon Landfill in the community of Sylmar,
Burbank Landfill in the City of Burbank, Lancaster Landfill in the Los Angeles County, and
Mojave Rosamond Landfill in the Kern County,!! which are less than 20 miles away from the
Proposed Project site (one-way) for most of the off-site landfills. As mentioned, the Proposed
Project will require the removal of spoil materials. Depending on the type of spoil materials, those
might not be accepted at any of the listed off-site disposal landfills. It may need to be disposed of
at a permitted hazardous disposal facility outside Los Angeles County with a one-way trip length
that is likely longer than 20 miles, which is the default trip length in the CalEEMod. Therefore,
South Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Authority identifies the permitted hazardous
disposal facility that the Proposed Project will use to dispose of hazardous materials, the number
of hauling truck trips during the activities, re-calculate the Proposed Project’s construction
emissions from haul truck trips based on the appropriate one-way trip length and disclose it in the
Final EIR/EIS. If the revision is not included in the Final EIR/EIS, the Authority should provide
reasons supported by substantial evidence in the record to explain why it is not included.

Recommended Revisions to the Health Risk Assessment (HRA)

HRA Analysis Results

In the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority discusses cancer and noncancer maximum health risk from the
Proposed Project’s construction, with the detailed analysis and results provided in the Air Quality
and Global Climate Change Technical Report.'> The HRA analyzes six discrete cases chosen for
the worst-case scenario along the Build Alternatives alignments.'> However, South Coast AQMD

S Ibid. Section 3.10. Page 3.10-22.

7 Ibid. Section 3.10. Page 3.10-32.

8 Ibid. Section 3.10. Page 3.10-32.

9 Air Quality and Global Climate Change Technical Report. Page 2-41,42.
19 Air Quality and Global Climate Change Technical Report. Page 2-42.

' Draft EIR/EIS. Section 3.6. Page 3.6-56.

12 Ibid. Section 3.3 Page 3.3-106.

'3 Ibid.
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4053-10539
found that the cancer risks stated in the Draft EIR/EIS results differ from the Air Quality Technical

Report. According to the Draft EIR/EIS, the maximum cancer risk is 9 in a million, as shown in
Table 3.3-31 in the Draft EIR/EIS." The Authority concludes that the Proposed Project
construction would not exceed applicable thresholds for cancer risk!® compared to the South Coast
AQMD Air Quality CEQA Significance Thresholds'® for toxic air contaminants and therefore does
not require any mitigation. In contrast, Table 13 in the Air Quality and Global Climate Change
Technical Report shows the maximum cancer risk associated with the Proposed Project’s
construction is 41 in a million,"” which exceeds the South Coast AQMD Air Quality CEQA
Significance Thresholds for toxic air contaminants. Therefore, South Coast AQMD staff
recommends that the Authority review and revise the HRA analysis in the Draft EIR/EIS and the
Air Quality and Global Climate Change Technical Report with consistent results and include them
in the Final EIR/EIS. In the event that the cancer risks exceed the South Coast AQMD Air Quality
CEQA Significance Thresholds for toxic air contaminants, the Authority should include additional
air quality mitigation measures in the Air Quality Section of the Final EIR/EIS to commit to
evaluating the potential impacts to reduce the cancer risk prior to any construction activities. If the
additional air quality mitigation measures are not included in the Final EIR/EIS, the Authority
should provide reasons supported by substantial evidence in the record to explain why the
additional air quality mitigation measures are not necessary.

Additional HRA Analysis

From the time when the Draft EIR/EIS was prepared till the current review day in November 2022,
it is possible that new sensitive land uses were sited in proximity to the Proposed Project. These
could be projects, including residential units, schools, etc. As a result, the number of sensitive
receptors used in the analysis for the Proposed Project Build Alternatives alignments and the
estimated maximum cancer risks from all the receptors could be underestimated. Based on the
HRA technical files, the HRA analysis was prepared in October 2020 and possibly did not include
sensitive receptors from the approved and foreseeable projects between late 2020 and the present.
Although the Authority lists planned, submitted, in progress, and approved projects based on the
City (e.g., City of Burbank) in Appendix 3.19-A: Cumulative Project List,'" South Coast AQMD
staff recommends that the Authority checks with the planning divisions of the City and County
(e.g., City of Burbank,” City of Palmdale,” etc.) to determine if any recently approved or
foreseeable future projects that might have sensitive receptors located nearby the Proposed Project,
and if so, re-evaluate the HRA analysis with the additional potential sensitive receptors along the
Proposed Project, determine the cancer risks, and include the information in the Final EIR/EIS.
Moreover, the Authority should also have these currently approved and foreseeable future projects,
which have not been discussed in the Cumulative Analysis Section, under the cumulative impacts
analysis, pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines Section 15130.2" If the revision is not included in the

"4 Ibid.
'3 Ibid.
16 South Coast AQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds can be found at: http:/www.agmd.gov/docs/default-

0 agmd-air-quality holds.pdf.
'7 Ibid. Air Quality Technical Report (Authority 2020). Page C-31.

'8 Ibid. Appendix 3.19-A: Cumulative Project List.

19 City of Burbank. Access at: https:/www.burbankca.gov/web) y-devel
20 City of Palmdale. Access at: https:/cityofpalmdale.org/277/Envir 1-D:
2! 2022 CEQA Statute & Guidelines. Access at: https://www.califaep.org/docs/2022_CEQA_Statue_and_Guidelines.pdf.

active-projects.

3

April 2024

Serge Stanich November 30, 2022

Final EIR/EIS, the Authority should provide reasons supported by substantial evidence in the
record to explain why it is not included.

Recommended Revisions to the Ambient Air Quality

Under Air Quality Section in the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority discusses the existing air quality
conditions by monitoring data collected in the region, as shown in Table 3.3-8. The Authority
summarizes the ambient monitoring results at three stations, Lancaster, Santa Clarita, and Reseda,
for three years between 2017-2019.22 South Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Authority
revise the section and use the most current updated data for the historical monitoring data, as
provided via South Coast AQMD website,?* and include the revision in the Final EIR/EIS. If not,
the Authority should provide reasons supported by substantial evidence in the record to explain
why those years were selected in the analysis.

Recommended Revisions to Existing Impact Avoidance and Minimization Features
(IAMFs)

Based on an estimated construction timeframe, the Authority will require the use of off-road Tier
4 construction equipment and an average fleet mix of on-road haul trucks that meet or exceed the
model year 2010 engine standard, according to the proposed Air Quality AQ-IAMF#4 and AQ-
IAMF#5,%* along with the Transportation TR-IAMF#7 that requires the use of construction truck
routes away from sensitive receptors.”> However, it is possible that the construction could be
delayed beyond these timeframes. Therefore, to achieve additional emission reductions to the
maximum extent feasible, South Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Authority strengthen the
existing IAMFs in the Final EIR/EIS. According to the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
Strategies for Reducing Emissions from Off-Road Construction Equipment, the implementation
of off-road Tier 5 starting in 2027/2028 and the Governor’s Executive order in September 2020
requires CARB to develop and propose a full transition to Zero Emissions (ZE) by 2035, wherever
feasible.?® The Authority should seek opportunities to require using zero-emissions (ZE) off-road
construction equipment and ZE or near-zero emissions (NZE) material delivery and soil
import/export haul trucks during construction. The Authority should also require truck routes to
be clearly marked with trailblazer signs. Since the Proposed Project will result in significant and
unavoidable construction air quality impacts, particularly for NOx and CO, to further reduce
construction emissions and their impacts on nearby sensitive receptors, South Coast AQMD staff
recommends that the Authority strengthen the existing measures AQ-IAMF#4, AQ-IAMF#5, and
TR-IAMF#7 in the Final EIR/EIS given the lengthy timeline of the project and advancements in
cleaner equipment over time.

22 Jbid. Section 3.3. Page 3.3-44.
23 South Coast AQMD Historical Air Quality Data. Access at: http://www.agmd.gov/home/air-

data/historical-data-by-year.

24 Ibid. Section 3.3. Page 3.3-21
% Ibid. Section 3.2. Page 3.2-14.
26 Presentation can be found at:

http://www.agmd.gov/do ir-plans/air-quality
plan/combined-construction-carb-amp-agmp-| ions-01-27-21.pdf.

plans/2022-air-quality

4
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AQ-IAMF#4: Reduce Criteria Exhaust Emissions from Construction Equipment

South Coast AQMD staff’s recommended revisions to AQ-IAMF#4 are in strikethrough and
underlined as follows.

o All heavy-duty off-road construction diesel equipment used during the construction phase
will meet Tier 4 Final engine or newer requirements, including ZE off-road construction
equipment. Include this requirement in applicable bid documents, purchase orders, and
contracts. Successful contractor(s) must demonstrate the ability to supply the compliant
construction equipment for use prior to any construction activities. A copy of each unit’s
certified tier or model year specification shall be available upon request at the time of
mobilization of each applicable equipment unit. Require periodic reporting and provision
of written construction documents by construction contractor(s) to ensure compliance and
conduct regular inspections to the maximum extent feasible to ensure compliance.

AQ-IAMF#5: Reduce Criteria Exhaust Emissions from On-Road Construction Equipment

South Coast AQMD staff’s recommended revisions to AQ-IAMF#5 are in strikethrough and
underlined as follows.

e Prior to the issuance of construction contracts, the Authority would incorporate the
following material hauling truck fleet mix requirements into the contract specifications:

At a minimum, all on-road trucks used to haul construction materials, including fill, ballast,
rail ties, and steel, would consist of an-average-fleetmix-ofequipment model year 2010 or
newer haul trucks that meet California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) 2010 engine
emission standards ofO 01 g/bhp-hr for Dartlculate matter (PM) and 0.20 g/bhv-hr of NOx
emissions. bu han-the-av m y h
m—%@A&B—s—EMFA&ZO#!—d&&ab&se [...] Altematlvelv require using ZE or NZE
material delivery and soil import/export haul trucks during construction.

TR-IAMF#7: Construction Truck Routes

South Coast AQMD staff’s recommended revisions to TR-IAMF#7 are in strikethrough and
underlined as follows.

e The Contractor shall deliver all construction-related equipment and materials on the
appropriate truck routes and shall prohibit heavy-construction vehicles from using
alternative routes to get to the site. Truck routes would be established away from schools,
daycare centers, and residences or along routes with the least impact if the Authority
determines those areas are unavoidable. This measure shall be addressed in the CTP. The
Authority should also require that truck routes are clearly marked with trailblazer signs so
that trucks will not enter areas where sensitive receptors are present.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Serge Stanich November 30, 2022

Additional Recommended Air Quality Mitigation Measures

Construction-Related Air Quality Mitigations Measures

In the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority proposes under Air Quality Mitigation Measures AQ-MM#1?’
to purchase emissions credits from South Coast AQMD to offset the Proposed Project’s
construction emissions. South Coast AQMD staff looks forward to further discussions with the
Authority on the approach and mechanism to demonstrate that General Conformity requirements
have been met. CEQA requires that the Lead Agency considers mitigation measures to minimize
significant adverse impacts (CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4) and that all feasible mitigation
measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized to minimize or eliminate any
significant adverse air quality impacts. The Authority can and should require additional air quality
mitigation measures to generate direct reductions of emissions from regional pollutants before
purchasing offset emission credits. The Authority can and should incorporate emissions reductions
outside the area of the Proposed Project by requiring the use of cleaner construction equipment
and heavy-duty haul trucks that will be used for material delivery trucks and soil import/export.
Specifically, the Authority can and should require the use of ZE or NZE trucks, such as trucks with
natural gas engines that meet the CARB’s adopted optional NOx emission standard of 0.02 grams
per brake horsepower-hour (g/bhp-hr).

On November 17, 2022, CARB approved amendments to the In-Use Off-Road Diesel-Fueled Fleet
Regulations to further reduce emissions from the off-road sector. The off-road vehicles signed
to the amendments are used in construction, industrial operations, and other industries. The
amendment phases-in will start in 2024 and through the end of 2036, which includes changes to
enhance enforceability and encourage the adoption of ZE technologies. It is recommended that the
Authority review the amendments and other CARB regulations applicable to the Proposed Project
and include the information in the Final EIR/EIS.

Technology is transforming the transportation sector at a rapid pace. ZE construction equipment
and cleaner trucks, such as ZE or NZE trucks that meet the newly approved CARB standard or
optional low NOx standard, will become increasingly more feasible and commercially available
as technology advances. If using ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks
as a mitigation measure to reduce the Proposed Project’s construction air quality impacts is not
feasible today, they could become feasible in a reasonable period of time during the Proposed
Project’s nine-year construction period, which may be extended into the future (CEQA Guidelines
Section 15364). Therefore, it is recommended that the Authority develop a process with
performance standards to require and/or accelerate the deployment of the lowest emission
technologies and the utilization of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)). The Authority can and should develop the performance
standards as follows or any other comparable standards in the Final EIR/EIS.

¢ Develop a minimum amount of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul
trucks that the Proposed Project must use during each year of construction to ensure

27 Ibid. Section 3.3 Page 3.3-130
28 CARB Approves Amendment to the In-Use Off Road Diesel-Fueled Fleets Regulations. Access at:
https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/news/carb-appro d-regulation-further-reduce- i
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adequate progress. Include this requirement in the Proposed Project’s construction bid
documents.

e Establish a construction contractor(s)/truck operator(s) selection policy that prefers
construction contractor(s)/truck operator(s) who can supply ZE or NZE construction
equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks. Include this policy in the Request for Proposal for
selecting construction contractor(s)/truck operator(s).

e Develop a target-focused and performance-based process and timeline to review the
feasibility of implementing the use of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty
haul trucks during construction. Include this process and timeline in the Construction
Management Plan.

e Develop a project-specific process and criteria for periodically assessing progress in
implementing the use of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks
during construction. Include the assessment process and criteria in the Construction
Management Plan.

Implementation of the Proposed Project contributes to Basin-wide NOx emissions. Requiring the
use of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks supports South Coast
AQMD?’s efforts to attain state and federal air quality standards as outlined in the 2016 Air Quality
Management Plan (AQMP), specifically an additional 45 percent reduction in NOx emissions in
2023 and an additional 55 percent NOx reduction beyond 2031 levels for ozone attainment.?**
Requiring the use of ZE or NZE construction equipment and heavy-duty haul trucks also fulfills
the Lead Agency’s legal obligation to mitigate the Proposed Project’s significant construction air
quality impacts and complies with CEQA’s requirements for mitigation measures.

Operation-Related Air Quality Mitigation Measures

Require at least six percent of the Proposed Project’s 3,000 surface parking spaces at the Burbank
Airport Station®' to provide electric vehicle (EV) charging stations, or at a minimum, require the
Proposed Project to be constructed with the appropriate infrastructure to facilitate sufficient
electric charging for passenger vehicles to plug-in. The Authority should quantify emissions from
generating additional electricity for the EV charging stations and combine them with emissions
from energy consumption for the electrified trains to analyze the Proposed Project’s operational
air quality impacts in the Final EIR/EIS. The Authority should also evaluate and identify sufficient
power available for passenger vehicles and supportive infrastructures (e.g., EV charging stations)
in Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy, of the Final EIR/EIS, where appropriate.

¢ Consider implementing Smart Parking systems to reduce vehicle idling time in parking
facilities.

2 South Coast AQMD. March 3, 2017. 2016 Air Quality Management Plan. Accessed at:
http://www.agmd / librar ir-pl. ir-quality t-plan.

30 Appendix I: Health Effects of the 2016 AQMP. Access at:

https://www.agmd.gov/d lean-air-plans/air-quality plans/2016-air-qualit
plan/final-2016-agmp/appendix-i.pdf).

31 Ibid. Summary Section. Page S-27.
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¢ Collaborate with local and regional agencies and transportation providers to develop
incentive programs or other methods to increase ridership.

South Coast AQMD Permits and Responsible Agency

In the Draft EIR/EIS, the Authority will require the use of concrete batch plants, conduct gas
monitoring and collection, and abandon active oil and gas wells within 200 feet of the proposed
rail tracks. The Final EIR/EIS should discuss how the Proposed Project will comply with South
Coast AQMD Rule 1166 — Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Decontamination of Soil*?
and Rule 1466 — Control of Particulate Emissions from Soils with Toxic Air Containments.>* The
Authority should consult with South Coast AQMD’s Engineering and Permitting staff to determine
if any permits from South Coast AQMD will be required. If permits from South Coast AQMD are
required, the Authority should identify South Coast AQMD as a Responsible Agency in the Final
EIR/EIS. Please contact South Coast AQMD’s Engineering and Permitting staff at (909) 396-3385
for questions on permits. For more general information on permits, please visit South Coast
AQMD’s webpage at: http://www.agmd.gov/home/permits.

Conclusion

Pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21092.5(a) and CEQA Guidelines Section
15088(b), South Coast AQMD staff requests that the Lead Agency provide South Coast AQMD
staff with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final
EIR. In addition, when the Lead Agency’s position is at variance with recommendations raised in
the comments, the issues raised in the comments should be addressed in detail, giving reasons why
specific comments and suggestions are not accepted. There should be good faith and reasoned
analysis in response. Conclusory statements unsupported by factual information will not suffice
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15088(c)). Conclusory statements do not facilitate the purpose and
goal of CEQA on public disclosure and are not meaningful, informative, or useful to decision-
makers and to the public who are interested in the Proposed Project.

South Coast AQMD staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to address any air quality
questions that may arise from this comment letter. Please contact Danica Nguyen, Air Quality
Specialist, at dnguyenl@aqmd.gov should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

San Wany

Sam Wang

Program Supervisor, CEQA-IGR

Planning, Rule Development & Implementation
ND:MK:MM:SW:DN

LAC220901-10
Control Number

32 South Coast AQMD Rule 1166 — Volatile Organic Comy

Access at: http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/reg-xi/rule-1166.pdf.
33 South Coast AQMD Rule 1466 — Control of Particulate Emissions from Soils with Toxic Air Containments.
Access at: http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/rule-book/reg-xiv/rule-1466.pdf.

d Emissions from D ion of Soil.
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Submission 4053 (Danica Nguyen, South Coast Air Quality Management District, September 7, 2022)
- Continued

From: Laura Hernandez

To: Noemi Luna; Paulo Lopez

Cc: Matthew Maldonado

Subject: FW: South Coast AQMD Staff"s Comments on the Draft EIR/EIS for the California High-Speed Rail System Project

- Palmdale to Burbank Project Section
Date: Friday, December 2, 2022 12:10:35 PM

Attachments: LAC220901-10 DEIR California High Speed Rail System Project - Palmdale to Burbank Project Section.pdf
image002.png
image003.png
image004.png

FYI- Email 8 FWD from Serge

Laura Hernandez (she/her/ella)
Project Manager
Cell: (626) 637-7803 | Email: lhernandez@mbimedia.com

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 4:03 PM

To: HSR palmdale_burbank@HSR <palmdale burbank@hsr.ca.gov>; Stanich, Serge@HSR
<Serge.Stanich@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: Sam Wang <swangl@agmd.gov>

Subject: South Coast AQMD Staff's Comments on the Draft EIR/EIS for the California High-Speed Rail
System Project - Palmdale to Burbank Project Section

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Mr. Stanich,

Attached are South Coast AQMD staff’s comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impacts Statement (Draft EIR/EIS) for the California High-Speed Rail System
Project - Palmdale to Burbank Project Section (SCH Number: 2014071074) (South Coast AQMD

Control Number: LAC220901-10). Please contact me if you have any questions regarding these

MBI Media comments.
Phone: (626) 967-1510

. Fax: (626) 967-1718 Regards
y lﬁl www.mbimedia.com !
o @ Danica Nguyen
Air Quality Specialist, CEQA-IGR
Planning, Rule Development & Implementation

South Coast Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765

this email by mistake please notify the sender immediately by email and delete this email from your

m. If you are not the ir recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing, or taking any action in reliance on
contents of this information is strictly prohibited. Phone: (909) 396-3531
BPlease consider the environment before printing this email, E-mail: dnguyenl@agmd.gov

Please note South Coast AQMD is closed on Mondays.
Vacation: 12/22/22 to 1/2/23

From: Stanich, Serge@HSR <Serge.Stanich@hsr.ca.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 10:00 AM

To: DiCamillo, LaDonna@HSR <LaDonna.DiCamillo@hsr.ca.gov>; Simon, Rick(PB)HSR
<Rick.Simon@hsr.ca.gov>; Masson, Peter@HSR <Peter.Masson@hsr.ca.gov>; Scott Steinwert
<s.steinwert@circlepoint.com>; Laura Hernandez <lhernandez@mbimedia.com>; Elisabeth
Rosenson <ERosenson@arellanoassociates.com>; Rothenberg, Scott@HSR
<Scott.Rothenberg@hsr.ca.gov>; Tadross, Edward <Edward.Tadross@wsp.com>

Cc: Wu, Minming@HSR <Minming.Wu@hsr.ca.gov>; Smith, Michael @HSR
<Michael.Smith@hsr.ca.gov>

Subject: FW: South Coast AQMD Staff's Comments on the Draft EIR/EIS for the California High-Speed
Rail System Project - Palmdale to Burbank Project Section

FYl

From: Danica Nguyen <dnguyenl@agmd.gov>

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Response to Submission 4053 (Danica Nguyen, South Coast Air Quality Management District,
September 7, 2022)

4053-10539

This comment is a duplicate of an existing submission. See responses to submission
PB-4388. No comment response required.

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 4113 (Wendy Thum, Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council, September 21, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4113 DETAIL

Vote taken Sept. 13, 2022:

:::zfd- Date : ;Z?(/jzyo;c;r Delmitng 9-Yes 0-No 2- Absent O0-lIneligible 0 -Recused
Interest As : Business and/or Organization

First Name : Wendy

Last Name : Thum

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Dear CHSRA Board:
4113-8540 ) - - . .
The Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council is requesting that the commenting period for the Palmdale to
Burbank Project Section Draft EIR be extended due to the amount of detail we need to read, consider, research
and subsequently comment upon. With nearly 7,000 pages, it will be difficult to do justice with our analysis in
just sixty days.

We highly recommend that the commenting window deadline be pushed out to six months, i.e. the close date
be March 2023. Since we are all volunteers with limited time and resources, we would like a little more time to
review the entire report. We answer to our constituents and feel with the substantial impacts to our community,
we owe it to them and to your agency to do a thorough and complete analysis. We have no expertise in the
myriad of disciplines that are needed to build such an immense project, so therefore must begin our research
and analysis with a tremendously higher learning curve. The details in the report are highly complex and need
proper attention.

Thank you for your time. We hope to hear that the commenting period has been extended.

Regards,
Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council

cc:
Mayor Eric Garcetti: mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org (cc: Michelle Vergara: michelle.vergara@lacity.org )
City Council President Nury Martinez: councilmember.martinez@lacity.org , (cc: Alexis Wesson:
alexis.wesson@lacity.org , Max Podemski: max.podemski@]acity.org )

Councilmember Paul Krekorian: councilmember.krekorian@lacity.org, (cc: Diana Gonzalez,
diana.x.gonzalez@lacity.org , Sahag Yedalian : sahag.yedalian@lacity.org )

Supervisor Kathryn Barger: (cc: Jason Maruca: jmaruca@bos.lacounty.gov )

Assembly Member Luz Rivas: (cc: Salvador Manriquez: salvador.manriquez@asm.ca.gov )

State Senator, Anthony Portantino: senator.portantino@senate.ca.gov (cc: Talin Mangioglu:
Talin.Mangioglu@sen.ca.gov )

State Senator, Robert Hertzberg: senator.hertzberg@senate.ca.gov

U.S. Congressman Tony C&#225;rdenas: (cc: Lilia Monterrosa: lilia.monterrosa@mail.house.gov )
US Congressman Adam Schiff: (cc: Teresa Lamb: teresa.lamb@mail.house.gov )

Genoveva Arellano: garellano@arellanoassociates.com

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Final EIR/EIS Page | 21-13
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Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Response to Submission 4113 (Wendy Thum, Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council, September 21,
2022)

4113-8540

Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-3: Public Outreach on the Draft
EIR/EIS.

The commenter requested to extend the public comment period. The commenter's
request has been noted. Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-3: Public
Outreach on the Draft EIR/EIS, which provides general information regarding the public
comment period and the extension of the public comment period. The Draft EIR/EIS was
originally made available for review and comment for a 60-day public review beginning
on September 2, 2022. In response to agency and stakeholder requests, the Authority
extended the comment period by 30 days. CEQA and NEPA require a Final EIR and EIS
to respond to the comments received on environmental issues (see 14 C.C.R.
§15088(a) and Federal Railroad Administration Procedures for Considering
Environmental Impacts 14(s)). This comment does not address the sufficiency of the
Draft EIR/EIS, nor does it suggest edits to the document. No change has been made to
the document in response to this comment.

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 4120 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, September 22, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4120 DETAIL

Status : Ready for Delimiting
Record Date : 9/22/2022

Interest As : Local Agency

First Name : Chris

LastName : Buonomo

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Hi Chris,
Thank you for your patience. Below, please find responses to your questions in blue.

Note that there are two typos in the text of the FEIR — “including” should be “included” and “above” should be
“about.”

Best Regards,

Elisabeth Rosenson

Deputy Project Manager

P+ 909-627-2974

C + 310-990-8022

E « erosenson@arellanoassociates.com

From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 3:37 PM

To: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: Elisabeth Rosenson <ERosenson@ArellanoAssociates.com>
Subject: RE: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

Thank you, Rick. I'm sure you're getting a lot of other questions/inquiries this week. Much appreciated.

CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP

ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV

Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community.

From: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <Rick.Simon@hsr.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 3:34 PM

To: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Cc: erosenson@arellanoassociates.com

Subject: Re: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

California High-Speed Rail Authority

4120-7488

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Chris,

| just wanted to follow up so you don't think we are ignoring you. | want to make sure | give you accurate
information and | need to confirm a couple things first.

| can confirm that the station area design has not changed from what was presented in the Burbank to Los
Angeles document.

I will try to get you answers to your other questions tomorrow.

Thanks,
Rick

Rick Simon

HSR Project Manager
Palmdale to Burbank section
(909) 202-2098

From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 1:26 PM

To: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <Rick.Simon@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: erosenson@arellanoassociates.com <erosenson@arellanoassociates.com>
Subject: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Rick,

| work with David Kriske at the City of Burbank, and he thought you might be able to answer a question | have
on the current DEIR review.

1. Please confirm that none of the Palmdale to Burbank track segment actually reaches into the City of Burbank.
It looks like the pink section on this map encompasses more area than depicted as the station area on the
Alignment Plans and just want to be sure that is the correct assumption.

As identified in Chapter 2, on page 2-81, and Figure 2-45, the Burbank Airport Station is included in the
alternatives description in the Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS. Accordingly, the Palmdale to Burbank Draft
EIR/EIS includes HSR track within the City of Burbank connecting to the station. As the Draft EIR/EIS explains
here:

April 2024

Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Final EIR/EIS
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Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Submission 4120 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, September 22, 2022) - Continued

The Burbank Airport Station, which is located at the southern end of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section,
and included in the alternatives description in this chapter, was also evaluated as part of the Burbank to Los
Angeles Project Section. Figure 2-45 ... depicts the ‘overlap area’ including in both Palmdale to Burbank and
Burbank to Los Angeles Project Sections. The Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Final EIR/EIR was
released on November 2, 2021, and the Authority’s Board approved the Burbank to Los Angeles Project
Section Preferred Alternative, including the Burbank Airport Station, on January 20, 2022. The Board’s
approval of the Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Preferred Alternative extends to the southern edge of
San Fernando Boulevard (between Lockheed Drive and Hollywood Way). The information and analysis within
this Draft Palmdale to Burbank EIR/EIS above the Burbank Airport Station overlap area should be understood
as information and for reference only. For the most updated information about the Burbank Airport Station,
please refer to the Burbank to Los Angeles Final EIR/EIS, available on the Authority’s website. (See Chapter 2,
p 2-81).

The pink overlap area depicted in Chapter 2, Figure 2-45, is the same station area footprint as in the Volume Il
Footprint Mapbook and the Volume IIl alignment plans in the Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS. (Compare
Figure 2-45 with Vol. II, Appendix 3.1-A, Map 39 on pdf page 108 of 126, Vol. Ill, PEPD Record Set REV01
Burbank Station Area Plans, Burbank Station Detailed Site Plan on pdf page 4 of 12.) See also here.

4120-7489 2. The City of Burbank submitted a comment letter regarding Burbank Station in July 2020 as part of the
Burbank to LA segment. Please confirm that the station area design has not been amended after that comment
period closed and that the comments provided in the letter are still applicable.
The Burbank Station design has not changed since publication of the station design in the Burbank to Los
Angeles Project Section Final EIR/EIS. However, the city is free to submit those comments again on the
Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS.
4120-7489 : . .
Just want to make sure | do not assume wrong regarding the overlap area and then miss the opportunity for us
to provide comment.
Feel free to give me a call if you'd like me to clarify anything. Thanks.
CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP
ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV
Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community.
April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4120 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, September 22, 2022)

4120-7488

The commenter asks if the project would reach the City of Burbank and asks for
clarification on its boundaries within the City. All Build Alternatives would reach within
the City of Burbank with a station near the Burbank Airport. Draft EIR/EIS Figure 2-45
depicts the Burbank Airport Station overlap area in pink, and this overlap area is
included in both the Palmdale to Burbank and Burbank to Los Angeles EIR/EISs.
Burbank Airport straddles the boundary between the cities of Burbank and Los Angeles,
and as shown in Draft EIR/EIS Figure 2-45 the Burbank Airport Station overlap area
would do the same. The HSR alignment would enter the Station overlap area in the City
of Los Angeles, crossing into the City of Burbank before reaching any platforms at the
station. The alignment would continue through the station overlap area, and into the
remainder of the approved Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Preferred
Alternative, as shown in green on Figure 2-45. The pink depiction on this map covers
the entirety of the station overlap area and not just the station itself. As explained in
Draft EIR/EIS section 2.5.2.2, the Authority previously approved the Burbank to Los
Angeles Project Preferred Alternative in January of 2022, including to the southern edge
of San Fernando Boulevard (between Lockheed Drive and Hollywood Way). The
Authority is not proposing any changes to these prior approvals. The Final EIR/EIS
includes minor clarifications to the text and to Figure 2-45, renumbered as Figure 2-46
and revised to clarify that the Burbank Station overlap area is within the Burbank
Subsection.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

4120-7489

The commenter requested information regarding the Burbank Airport Station design.
The Burbank Airport Station, which is located at the southern end of the Palmdale to
Burbank Project Section, was evaluated as part of the Burbank to Los Angeles Project
Section. The Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Final EIR/EIS was released on
November 5, 2021. The Authority’s Board approved the Burbank to Los Angeles Project
Section Preferred Alternative, including the Burbank Airport Station, on January 20,
2022. The station design depicted in the Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS in Figures
2-54 and 2-55 is consistent with the station design of the approved Burbank to Los
Angeles Project Section Preferred Alternative, including at Burbank to Los Angeles
Project Final EIR/EIS in Figures 2-29 and 2-30. In the Palmdale to Burbank Project
Section Final EIR/EIS, Figure 2-45 has been re-numbered to 2-46 and revised to clarify
that the Burbank Station overlap area is within the Burbank Subsection.

April 2024
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Submission 4124 (Daliza Jeffrey, September 26, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4124 DETAIL

Status : Unread
Record Date : 9/26/2022
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Daliza

Last Name : Jeffrey

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

4124-7505 Good Morning,

| am requesting a zip file of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS), Volumes 1-3.

Thank you,

[cid:image001.png@01D8D18D.6323E3C0]

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4124 (Daliza Jeffrey, September 26, 2022)

4124-7505
Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-7: Access to Technical Reports.

The commenter requested delivery of a zip file of the project EIR/EIS Volumes 1 to 3.
Volumes 1 through 3 of the Draft EIR/EIS were made available on the Authority website
and were made available via hard copy at multiple repository locations during the public
review period. A Palmdale to Burbank Project Section outreach team member
corresponded with the commenter on September 26, 2022, and offered to send a USB
drive, and commenter noted while the call was appreciated, the commenter declined to
receive a USB drive, instead opting to download the files individually from the website.

Please refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-7: Access to Technical Reports.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Submission 4133 (Daniel Keyribaryan, Los Angeles County Public Works, September 29, 2022)

4133-7509

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4133 DETAIL

Status : Ready for Delimiting
Record Date : 9/29/2022

Interest As : Local Agency

First Name : Daniel

Last Name : Keyribaryan

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Good afternoon Daniel,

Thank you for reaching out.

| believe this information is available on the website here: https://hsr.ca.gov/programs/environmental-
planning/project-section-environmental-documents-tier-2/palmdale-to-burbank-environmental-documents/

If you scroll down to Volume 3, there is this link: https://hsr.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/08/01_P2K_PEPD_RECORD_SET_Rev02_Track_Alignment_Plans-a11y.pdf

Hopefully that is what you're looking for, but if not let me know and we’ll get you taken care of.

Have a good day,

jaime

From: Daniel Keyribaryan <DKeyribaryan@dpw.lacounty.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 2:56 PM

To: Coffee, Jaime@HSR <Jaime.Coffee@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: Diana Ibarra <DIBARRA@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Prabesh Sharma <PSharma@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Toan
Duong <TDUONG@dpw.lacounty.gov>; Linda Tacconelli <LTACCONE@dpw.lacounty.gov>

Subject: California High Speed Rail Project

Jaime,

Public Works is reviewing the DEIR for the California High Speed Rail Project but we need more information to
move forward before we can provide our comments. Our reviewer is requesting the track alignment plans.

Could you provide us information regarding those details?

Thanks,

Daniel Keyribaryan, EIT

Civil Engineering Assistant

Los Angeles County Public Works
Office: (626) 458-4915

April 2024
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Response to Submission 4133 (Daniel Keyribaryan, Los Angeles County Public Works, September 29,
2022)

4133-7509

The commenter requested the track alignment plans associated with the HSR project.
The track alignment plans were included in Volume 3 of the EIR/EIS on the Authority's
website and was made available via hard copy at multiple repository locations during the
public review period. CEQA and NEPA require a Final EIR and EIS to respond to the
comments received on environmental issues (see 14 C.C.R. §15088(a) and Federal
Railroad Administration Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts 14(s)). This
comment does not address the sufficiency of the Draft EIR/EIS, nor does it suggest edits
to the document. No change has been made to the document in response to this
comment.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Submission 4138 (Jui Ing Chien, Los Angeles County Department of Parks & Recreation, September
30, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4138 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 9/30/2022
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Jui

LastName : Ing Chien

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :
Hello,

4138-8662 My name is Jui Ing Chien, I'm a park planner with the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and

Recreation. We are reviewing the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Draft EIR/EIS and would like to request
GIS shapefiles for the section in order to analyze its impact on our trails.

| would appreciate it if you could provide the files or let me know where to download them.

Thank you,
Juilng

[cid:11f4793d-5331-4493-a38f-b4e515545b5a]

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4138 (Jui Ing Chien, Los Angeles County Department of Parks & Recreation,
September 30, 2022)

4138-8682

The commenter requested GIS shapefiles for the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section.
A member of the project team contacted the commenter to provide the requested
materials. CEQA and NEPA require a Final EIR and EIS to respond to the comments
received on environmental issues (see 14 C.C.R. §15088(a) and Federal Railroad
Administration Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts 14(s)). This comment
does not address the sufficiency of the Draft EIR/EIS, nor does it suggest edits to the
document. No change has been made to the document in response to this comment.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
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Submission 4199 (Juan Padilla, LA County Fire Department, October 18, 2022)

4199-7719

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4199 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending

Record Date : 10/18/2022

Interest As : Local Agency

First Name : Juan

LastName: Padilla

Attachments : 2022-0628-P-B_DEIRS_NOA_English.pdf (782 kb)

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

Good afternoon,

The LA County Fire Department would like the opportunity to review and provide comments to the Draft
EIR/EIS for the California High-Speed Rail - Palmdale to Burbank Project Section. For this, we need you to
create an account, with email address provided, in our Electronic Plan Check process called EPIC-LA. Below
are important links to complete the registration process and apply for the EIR plan type (no fees will be
applied).

EPIC-LA URL
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/energov_prod/SelfService/#/home
Step-by-step instructions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=876X5fjBrUk

Please use the following information
[cid:image001.png@01D8E30E.1B26BB00]

Once the registration process is complete, you can apply to the following plan type Fire - Environmental Review
(EIR) - City Requests and upload the attached information document. If you encounter any difficulty, do not
hesitate to reach out to me.

Thank you,

Juan C. Padilla

Supervising Fire Prevention Engineering Assistant
Los Angeles County Fire Department

Fire Prevention Division

Land Development Unit

(323) 890-4243

April 2024

@ CALIFORNIA High-Speed Rail Authority

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY / NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

California High-Speed Rail —

Palmdale to Burbank Project Section

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) announces the availability of the
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS). The Draft EIR/EIS has been prepared and is being made
available pursuant to both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Draft EIR/EIS and associated documents will
be available to the public on September 02, 2022.

The Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Draft EIR/EIS is available online in PDF at the Authority’s

website (www.hsr.ca.gov)
or you can request an electronic copy by calling (800) 630 1039.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal
environmental laws for this project are being or have been carried out by the State of
California pursuant to 23 U.S. Code 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
dated July 23, 2019, and executed by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and
the State of California. Under that MOU, the Authority is the project’s lead agency under
NEPA. Prior to the July 23, 2019 MOU, the FRA was the federal lead agency. The
Authority is also the lead agency under CEQA.

Meeting facilities are ible to persons with disabilities or who need i to participate. For ion services, or special needs, please call (866) 300-3044.

www.hsr.ca.gov | palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov | (800) 630-1039

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 4199 (Juan Padilla, LA County Fire Department, October 18, 2022) - Continued

Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Page 2 of 7

Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities or who need i to participate. For

PROPOSED PROJECT AND LOCATION

A Statewide Program (Tier 1) EIR/EIS was completed in November 2005 as the first
phase of a tiered environmental review process for the proposed California High-Speed
Rail (HSR) System planned to provide a reliable high-speed electric-powered rail
system that links the major metropolitan areas of the state and that delivers predictable
and consistent travel times. A further objective is to provide an interface with
commercial airports, mass transit, and the highway network and to relieve capacity
constraints of the existing transportation system as increases in intercity travel demand
in California occur, in a manner sensitive to and protective of California’s unique natural
resources.

The Authority has prepared a project-level (Tier 2) Draft EIR/EIS that further examines
the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section. This approximately 31-38 mile project section
would provide HSR service between the Palmdale Station and the Burbank Airport
Station. The Draft EIR/EIS provides information regarding both the Palmdale Station
and the Burbank Airport Station in various sections throughout Chapter 3, Affected
Environment, Environmental Consequences, and Mitigation Measures. Both of these
stations were approved by the Authority Board of Directors as part of other project
sections. The Palmdale Station was approved by the Authority Board of Directors as
part of the Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section in August 2021, while the Burbank
Airport Station was approved as part of the Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section in
January 2022. In light of these prior approvals, commenters are encouraged to focus
their comments on the Central Subsection of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section
as shown in Figure 1.

This Draft EIR/EIS evaluates the impacts and benefits of a No Project Alternative and
six Build Alternatives (Figure 1) connecting the two approved stations. The Authority’s
Preferred Alternative under NEPA, which serves as the proposed project for CEQA, is
the SR14A Build Alternative. The Preferred Alternative would follow an alignment that
heads southwest from the city of Palmdale through the Angeles National Forest,
including the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument, and then continues into the
San Fernando Valley where it would connect with the approved HSR station at the
Hollywood Burbank Airport.

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS

Significant pre-mitigation environmental effects resulting from the Palmdale to Burbank
Build Alternatives are anticipated in the following resource areas: transportation
(construction impacts); air quality and global climate change (construction impacts);
noise and vibration (construction and operation impacts); electromagnetic fields and
electromagnetic interference (construction and operation impacts); public utilities and
energy (construction); biological and aquatic resources (construction and operation

ion services, or special needs, please call (800) 630-1

www.hsr.ca.gov | palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov | (800) 630-1039

California High-Speed Rail Authority

impacts); hydrology and water resources (construction impacts); geology, soils,
seismicity, and paleontological resources (construction impacts); hazardous materials
and wastes (construction and operation impacts); safety and security (operation
impacts); socioeconomics and communities (construction and operation impacts);
station planning, land use, and development (construction impacts); agricultural lands
(construction impacts); parks, recreation, and open space (construction impacts);
aesthetics and visual quality (construction impacts); and cultural resources (construction
impacts).

HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES

There are three sites identified on hazardous waste lists enumerated under Section
65962.5 of the California Government Code (Cortese List) that occur in proximity to the
project. These sites are Crane Company (3000 Winona Avenue, Burbank, 91504),
Holochem, Inc. (13546 Desmond Street, Pacoima, 91331), and Lubrication Company of
America (12500 Lang Station Road, Santa Clarita, 91351).

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD

The Authority is making this Draft EIR/EIS available in accordance with CEQA and
NEPA for a minimum 45-day public review and comment period. During the comment
period, written comments may be submitted in the following ways:

« By mail to Attn: “Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS Comment”, California High-
Speed Rail Authority, 355 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2050 Los Angeles, CA 90071;

« Through the Authority’s website (www.hsr.ca.gov);

« By email to Palmdale_Burbank@hsr.ca.gov with the subject line “Palmdale to
Burbank Draft EIR/EIS Comment”;

« Verbal comment on the direct phone line for the Palmdale to Burbank Project
Section at (800) 630-1039; and

« Oral testimony at the online Public Hearing to be held on October 18, 2022, from
3:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The comment period begins on September 02, 2022, and ends on November 01, 2022.

Comments must be received electronically or postmarked on or before 5:00 p.m. PDT

November 01, 2022.

After the public review period, the Authority will prepare a Final EIR/EIS, which will
include responses to comments received during the comment period. The Authority may
in its discretion opt to issue a single document that consists of the Final Environmental
Impact Statement and Record of Decision pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 304a(b) and 23 U.S.C.
139(n)(2). In evaluating whether to issue a combined Final Environmental Impact
Statement/Record of Decision, the Authority will consider whether statutory criteria or
practicability considerations preclude issuance of such a combined document.

Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities or who need i to participate. For ion services, or special needs, please call (800) 630-1039.

www.hsr.ca.gov | palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov | (800) 630-1039
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Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities or who need assi to participate. For

OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC HEARING

The Authority invites you to attend the online Open House and the online Public Hearing
listed below to obtain more information about the Draft EIR/EIS and the six Build
Alternatives. The online Public Hearing will include a short Open House portion and
presentation regarding the Draft EIR/EIS comment process, then an online Public
Hearing during which members of the public can formally submit an oral comment on
the Draft EIR/EIS. Due to public health and safety concerns regarding the COVID-19
pandemic, the public Open House meeting and Public Hearing will be held online and
via telephone.

Intérpretes de espafol estaran en las reuniones. Other language requests and requests
for reasonable accommodations must be submitted 72 hours in advance of the
scheduled meeting date. Please contact (800) 630-1039 or the California Relay Service
at 711 to request interpreters. A court reporter, who is fluent in Spanish, will be available
at the Public Hearing to record oral comments in English and Spanish.

Below is a list of the online Open House meeting and online Public Hearing dates:

Online Open House

October 6, 2022, 5:00 7:30 p.m.
Online Public Open House Meeting
Online and via Telephone

Thursday, October 6, 2022
English presentation: 5:00 6:30 p.m.
Spanish presentation: 6:30 7:30 p.m.

Online Public Hearing
October 18,2022, 3:00 8:00 p.m.

Online Public Hearing
Online and via Telephone
Tuesday, October 18, 2022, from 3:00 8:00 p.m

Please check the Authority website (www.hsr.ca.gov) for more information, including up-
to-date information on the planned Open House and Public Hearing and how to access
them.

ion services, or special needs, please call (800) 630-1

www.hsr.ca.gov | palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov | (800) 630-1039
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COPIES OF THE DRAFT EIR/EIS

Please visit the Authority website (www.hsr.ca.gov) where you may view and download
Volumes 1, 2, and 3 of the Draft EIR/EIS and other project materials. You may also
request an electronic copy of the Draft EIR/EIS by calling (800) 630-1039. Electronic
copies of the technical reports are also available on request by calling the Authority
office at (800) 630-1039.

Printed and/or electronic copies of the Draft EIR/EIS will be available at the following
repository locations during facility operating hours. Open days/hours may be reduced in
compliance with COVID-19 public health and safety directives.

Repository Locations

Los Angeles County Library, Acton/Agua Dulce Library 33792 Crown Valley Road, Acton, CA 93510

Los Angeles County Library, San Fernando Library 217 North Maclay Avenue, San Femando, CA 91340

Los Angeles Public Library, Lake View Terrace Branch 12002 Osbome Street, Lake View Terrace, CA 91342

Library

Los Angeles Public Library, Pacoima Branch Library 13605 Van Nuys Boulevard, Pacoima, CA 91331

Los Angeles Public Library, Sun Valley Branch Library 7935 Vineland Avenue, Sun Valley, CA 91352

Los Angeles Public Library, Sylmar Branch Library 14561 Polk Street, Sylmar, CA 91342

Los Angeles Public Library, Sunland-Tujunga Branch Library 7771 Foothill Boulevard, Tujunga, CA 91042

Palmdale City Library 700 East Palmdale Boulevard, Paimdale, CA 93550

Santa Clarita Public Library, Canyon Country Jo Anne Darcy | 18601 Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita, CA 91351
Library

Burbank Public Library, Northwest Branch Library 3323 West Victory Boulevard, Burbank, CA 91505

Printed and/or electronic copies of the Draft EIR/EIS and Tier 1 documents are also
available for review during business hours at the Authority’s Headquarters at 770 L
Street, Suite 620 MS-1, Sacramento, CA and by appointment at the Authority’s
Southern California Regional Office at 355 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 2050, Los Angeles,
CA. To make an appointment to view the documents at the Southern California
Regional Office, please call 800-630-1039.

The Bakersfield to Palmdale Project Section Final EIR/EIS (2021) and the Burbank to
Los Angeles Final EIR/EIS (2022) may be reviewed on the Authority’s website at
www.hsr.ca.gov and are also available for review at the Authority’s offices as specified
above. Authority offices may have reduced open days/hours, due to COVID-19 public
health and safety directives. Please consult www.hsr.ca.gov for up-to-date information.

Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities or who need assi: to participate. For

www.hsr.ca.gov | palmdale_burbank@hsr.ca.gov | (800) 630-1039
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Submission 4199 (Juan Padilla, LA County Fire Department, October 18, 2022) - Continued
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CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED RAIL AUTHORITY a4 almdale ﬁ—_
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Figure 1 Palmdale to Burbank Project Section
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Response to Submission 4199 (Juan Padilla, LA County Fire Department, October 18, 2022)

4199-7719

The commenter requested an electronic copy of the Draft EIR/EIS using their Electronic
Plan Check process called EPIC-LA. A member of the project team contacted the
commenter and provided the requested materials. CEQA and NEPA require a Final EIR
and EIS to respond to the comments received on environmental issues (see 14 C.C.R.
§15088(a) and Federal Railroad Administration Procedures for Considering
Environmental Impacts 14(s)). This comment does not address the sufficiency of the
Draft EIR/EIS, nor does it suggest edits to the document. No change has been made to
the document in response to this comment.

April 2024
Page | 21-28
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Submission 4203 (Eric Sahakian, Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District, October 18, 2022)

‘F‘ Imdale - Burbank - RECORD #4203 DETAIL

Status :
Record Date :
InterestAs :
First Name :
LastName :

Attachments :

Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

See attached letter

Delimited

10/20/2022

Local Agency

Eric

Sahakian

PB-4203 E Sahakian_ Acton Agua Dulce Email and Submission Letter.pdf

(156 kb)
PB_4203_E_Sahakian_Email_Original.pdf (66 kb)

California High-Speed Rail Authority

4203-8687

4203-8688

4203-8689

October 18, 2022

California High-Speed Rail Authority

Palmdale to Burbank Project Section

EIR/EIS Comment

355 S. Grand Ave., Suite 250

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Re: Public Comments of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District

Dear Sirs:

The governing board of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District is very concerned about the
environmental impact of the construction of the Palmdale to Burbank project. The school district is
particularly concerned about proposed route 14A, which would negatively impact the health and safety of
students and staff at High Desert Middle School and Vasquez High School.

Route 14A would establish a work site just east of Vasquez High School. The dirt and dust created by the
excavation of tunnels near this area and the prevailing winds in the air will cause dust and other pollutants
to blow into the campus of the high school and middle school, posing a health and safety risk to students
and staff. Also, the vibrations from the underground excavation will disrupt the operation of the middle
school and high school.

The Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District urges the California High-Speed Rail Authority to adopt
mitigation measures that will minimize the disruptions to the educational operations of the middle school
and high school. The school district also urges the California High-Speed Rail Authority to adopt mitigation

measures to minimize the impact on traffic during the beginning and end of the school day.

Sincerely,

Seesf——

Eric Sahakian
Superintendent

CC: Tim Jorgensen, Board President

005305.00078
38856415.1

April 2024

Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Final EIR/EIS
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Response to Submission 4203 (Eric Sahakian, Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District, October

18, 2022)

4203-8687
Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-SOCIO-3: Health and Safety of Children.

Please refer to the Response to Comment #7777, which addresses an identical
comment made on behalf of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District.

4203-8688

Please refer to the Responses to Comments #7777 and 7778, which address identical
comments made on behalf of the Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District.

4203-8689

Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-N&V-1: Operational Noise and Impacts to
Sensitive Receptors, PB-Response-TRA-1: Temporary Traffic Associated with
Construction.

This comment is a duplicate of Submission PB-4241. See response to Submission PB-

4241. Specifically, please refer to Response to Comment #7799 and Response to
Comment #7780.

April 2024

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022)

Palmdale - Burbank - RECORD #4236 DETAIL

6. What will the additional roadway maintenance costs be as a result of the project?

Status : No Action Required
I . ”
Record Date : 11/2/2022 1. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Chris 7. What are the projected impacts to City services and their maintenance costs as a result of the project?
Last Name : Buonomo 1. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?
Attachments : PB-4236_ C_Buonomo_City of Burbank - Email.pdf (254 kb)

8. What are the projected impacts to the regional and City’s waste capacity?
Stakeholder Comments/Issues :

From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov> 9. What are the projected additional waste disposal costs as a result of the project?

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 10:42 AM 1. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?

To: Genoveva Arellano <garellano@arellanoassociates.com>

Cc: LaDonna DiCamillo (ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov) <ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov>; Simon, 10. What will the impact be to maintenance costs as a result of these new improvements?
Rick(PB)HSR <rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov> 1. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?

Subject: FW: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question
Thank you,

Hi Genoveva,
CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP

| reached out to Elisabeth Rosenson previously but saw that she is currently out of the office and has listed you ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION

as the contact for high speed rail. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV

| have additional questions from some colleagues and wanted to sees if you would be able to provide answers Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community.

in the next few weeks. Or, if it is more appropriate to include these questions in the comment letter, | will be
glad to do so. Thank you.

1. The project will increase traffic loading on Burbank roadways. What are the specific projected impacts to
Burbank’s roadway infrastructure?

2. The project will result in substantial impacts to City services. Including an increased demand for infrastructure
maintenance and potentially create the need for additional staffing or facilities. What will the projected impact
be to Burbank’s infrastructure maintenance be?

3. Waste disposal may be significantly affected by the project. What will the projected impact be to Burbank’s
waste disposal staffing, infrastructure and programs be, including the impact this has on State mandated
programs?

4. This project will include the addition of right-of-way infrastructure such as, bike lanes, intersection
improvements and pedestrian friendly infrastructure. What projected impacts do these new improvements have
on Burbank’s infrastructure? What socio-economic impacts will the maintenance of this new infrastructure have
on Burbank’s residents and its departments?

5. The City of Burbank maintains a separate storm water system. What is the impact on Burbank’s storm water

system? |s there consideration for designs to allow for the retention and infiltration of storm water on-site?
What storm water infrastructure upgrades will be necessary to reduce the impacts of the project.

California High-Speed Rail Authority April 2024
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section Final EIR/EIS Page | 21-31
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Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

Noemi Luna

From: Genoveva Arellano <garellano@arellanoassociates.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 4:25 PM
To: Noemi Luna
Cc: Laura Hernandez
Subject: FW: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question 4236-7788
Hi Noemi,
Please include this email correspondence from City of Burbank Community Development Department into
CommentSense and close.
Thanks!
[ Genoveva L. Arellano 4236-7789
Principal
“®  Arellano Associates

P ©909.627.2974

E ¢ GArellano@arellanoassociates.com
From: Genoveva Arellano
Sent: Wednesday, November 2, 2022 4:24 PM
To: 'Buonomo, Christopher' <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Cc: LaDonna DiCamillo (ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov) <ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov>; Simon, Rick(PB)HSR 4236-7790

<rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

Hello Chris,

Thanks again for your email originally sent to Elisabeth Rosenson. | have taken up your questions with the Project Team,
and am happy to provide you with the responses here.

As the Authority has previously stated, the Burbank Station was approved as part of the Burbank to Los Angeles Project

Section in January 2022. However, consistent with our practice on other project sections, we have also included the

Burbank Station for context and information as part of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section and will accept

comments on the entirety of the project. Below we have provided locations within the Environmental document where

the primary summary and analysis is provided. Please feel free to submit comments on the Palmdale to Burbank Draft4236-7791
EIR/EIS if you have further questions or comments regarding these topics.

Responses provided in green italics.

4236-7787
1. The project will increase traffic loading on Burbank roadways. What are the specific projected impacts to
Burbank’s roadway infrastructure?
See Chapter 3.2, Transportation, includes analysis of traffic on Burbank roadways in Section 3.2.6.3, Palmdale
to Burbank Project Section Build Alternatives. This analysis includes the comparison of existing conditions (2015)
1
April 2024

to existing conditions plus construction conditions for each Build Alternative. For further reference of 2040 Plus
Project Conditions Roadway Segment Analysis see Table 3.2-38, Table 3.2-39 in Chapter 3.2. The following
intersections in the City of Burbank were analyzed in Chapter 3.2: SR 170 SB Ramps at Victory Boulevard,
Sunland Boulevard at San Fernando Road, Hollywood Way at I-5 SB Ramps, Hollywood Way at Cohasset Street
East, and Hollywood Way at Thornton Avenue.

The project will result in substantial impacts to City services. Including an increased demand for infrastructure
maintenance and potentially create the need for additional staffing or facilities. What will the projected impact
be to Burbank’s infrastructure maintenance be?

See Chapter 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy, includes discussion of potential impacts of increased demands for
various public utilities within the study area. Please refer to Chapter 6, Costs and Operations, for discussion
regarding costs related to building, operating, and maintaining the project section. The estimated long-term
costs include both train operations and infrastructure maintenance. For further cost breakdowns, please refer
to Appendix 6-B, Capital Cost Estimate Report.

Waste disposal may be significantly affected by the project. What will the projected impact be to Burbank’s waste
disposal staffing, infrastructure and programs be, including the impact this has on State mandated programs?

See Chapter 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy, includes analysis of the project’s effects on waste management
including consistency with state, regional and local plans and policies regarding waste management. Chapter
3.6 also includes calculations of waste produced during construction and operation of the project as well as solid
waste facilities that would likely be used by the project. Chapter 3.6 also provides an impact analysis of the
effects of solid waste generated from construction (Impact PUE#5).

This project will include the addition of right-of-way infrastructure such as, bike lanes, intersection improvements
and pedestrian friendly infrastructure. What projected impacts do these new improvements have on Burbank’s
infrastructure? What socio-economic impacts will the maintenance of this new infrastructure have on Burbank’s
residents and its departments?

See Chapter 3.2, Transportation, includes analysis of additional right-of-way infrastructure. Chapter 3.2 also
provides analysis of the effects on non-motorized modes of transportation within the Burbank Station Area
(Impact TRA#12). The project would provide adequate roadway overcrossings and undercrossings to facilitate
pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular circulation. For further details regarding the socioeconomic impacts
pedestrian infrastructure see Section 3.12.6.3, Build Alternatives (Impact SOCIO#2).

The City of Burbank maintains a separate storm water system. What is the impact on Burbank’s storm water
system? Is there consideration for designs to allow for the retention and infiltration of storm water on-site? What
storm water infrastructure upgrades will be necessary to reduce the impacts of the project.

For discussion of stormwater management systems, refer to Section 3.6.5.7, Stormwater Facilities and
Infrastructure, in Chapter 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy. Chapter 3.6 also provides an impact analysis of the
effects to stormwater infrastructure generated from construction (Impact PUE#4). Implementation of HYD-
IAMF#1 requires on-site stormwater management facilities to capture runoff from pollutant-generating
surfaces. HYD-IAMF#1 would reduce the amount of construction-area wastewater discharged to stormwater

2
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Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

management systems, which would reduce impacts on the capacity of existing stormwater management system

facilities managed by the City. From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 10:42 AM
To: Genoveva Arellano <garellano@arellanoassociates.com>
4286-7792 | 6. What will the additional roadway maintenance costs be as a result of the project? Cc: LaDonna DiCamillo (ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov) <ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov>; Simon, Rick(PB)HSR
<rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov>

1. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs? Subject: FW: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

Please refer to Chapter 6, Costs and Operations, for discussion regarding costs related to building, operating,

Hi Genoveva,
and maintain the project section. The estimated long-term costs include both train operations and infrastructure
maintenance. For further cost breakdowns of roadway modifications, please refer to Appendix 6-B, Capital Cost I reached out to Elisabeth Rosenson previously but saw that she is currently out of the office and has listed you as the
Estimate Report. contact for high speed rail.

| have additional questions from some colleagues and wanted to sees if you would be able to provide answers in the

4236-7793 7. Whatare the projected impacts to City services and their maintenance costs as a result of the project? next few weeks. Or, if it is more appropriate to include these questions in the comment letter, | will be glad to do so.
a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs? Thankyou.
Methodology for assessing projected impacts to services and maintenance can be found in Chapter 3.6, Public
e 1. The project will increase traffic loading on Burbank roadways. What are the specific projected impacts to
Utilities and Energy.
Burbank’s roadway infrastructure?
4236-7794
8. What are the projected impacts to the regional and City’s waste capacity?
proj ) p, o 8 . v ) pacity i 2. The project will result in substantial impacts to City services. Including an increased demand for infrastructure
See Chapter 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy, includes analysis of the project’s effects on waste management . . . . o X . .
X i i i X . ) maintenance and potentially create the need for additional staffing or facilities. What will the projected impact
including consistency with state, regional and local plans and policies regarding waste management. Chapter , . .
i i X X X i . be to Burbank’s infrastructure maintenance be?
3.6 also includes calculations of waste produced during construction and operation of the project as well as solid
waste facilities that would likely be used by the project. Chapter 3.6 also provides an impact analysis of the
effects of solid waste generated from construction (Impact PUE#5). 3. Waste disposal may be significantly affected by the project. What will the projected impact be to Burbank’s waste
4236-7795 disposal staffing, infrastructure and programs be, including the impact this has on State mandated programs?
9. What are the projected additional waste disposal costs as a result of the project?
a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs? 4. This project will include the addition of right-of-way infrastructure such as, bike lanes, intersection improvements
Additional waste costs are included in Category 40 within Appendix 6-B, Capital Cost Estimate Report. and pedestrian friendly infrastructure. What projected impacts do these new improvements have on Burbank’s
infrastructure? What socio-economic impacts will the maintenance of this new infrastructure have on Burbank’s
4236-7796 residents and its departments?
10. What will the impact be to maintenance costs as a result of these new improvements?
a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?
5. The City of Burbank maintains a separate storm water system. What is the impact on Burbank’s storm water
Please refer to Chapter 6, Costs and Operations, for discussion regarding costs related to building, operating, system? Is there consideration for designs to allow for the retention and infiltration of storm water on-site? What
and maintain the project section. The estimated long-term costs include both train operations and infrastructure storm water infrastructure upgrades will be necessary to reduce the impacts of the project.
maintenance. For further cost breakdowns of roadway modifications, please refer to Appendix 6-B, Capital Cost
Estimate Report. i . . .
6. What will the additional roadway maintenance costs be as a result of the project?
a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?
[ ' Genoveva L. Arellano 7. What are the projected impacts to City services and their maintenance costs as a result of the project?
Principal a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?
"®  Arellano Associates
P ©909.627.2974 8. What are the projected impacts to the regional and City’s waste capacity?
E ¢ GArellano@arellanoassociates.com
9. What are the projected additional waste disposal costs as a result of the project?
3 4
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Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs?

From: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <Rick.Simon@hsr.ca.gov>
10. What will the impact be to maintenance costs as a result of these new improvements? Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 3:34 PM
a. What are the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs? To: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>

Cc: erosenson @arellanoassociates.com

Thank you Subject: Re: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

SORBAY, ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION ", dk 3 R
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

oY o,

818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV
Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community.

Chris,

| just wanted to follow up so you don't think we are ignoring you. | want to make sure | give you accurate

From: Elisabeth Rosenson <ERosenson@ArellanoAssociates.com> information and I need to confirm a couple things first.

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2022 4:20 PM

To: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>; Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov> | can confirm that the station area design has not changed from what was presented in the Burbank to Los
Cc: LaDonna DiCamillo (ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov) <ladonna.dicamillo@hsr.ca.gov> Angeles document.

Subject: RE: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question
1 will try to get you answers to your other questions tomorrow.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Thanks,
Rick
Hi Chris, Rick Simon
Thank you for your patience. Below, please find responses to your questions in blue. HSR Project Manager
Palmdale to Burbank section
Note that there are two typos in the text of the FEIR — “including” should be “included” and “above” should be “about.” (909) 202-2098
Best Regards, From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 1:26 PM
Elisabeth Rosenson To: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <Rick.Simon@hsr.ca.gov>
Deputy Project Manager Cc: erosenson@arellanoassociates.com <erosenson@arellanoassociates.com>
P ¢ 909-627-2974 Subject: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

C ¢ 310-990-8022

E e erosenson@arellanoassociates.com - — N — — 5
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the

sender and know the content is safe.

From: Buonomo, Christopher <CBuonomo@burbankca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 3:37 PM

To: Simon, Rick(PB)HSR <rick.simon@hsr.ca.gov>

Cc: Elisabeth Rosenson <ERosenson@ArellanoAssociates.com>
Subject: RE: Palmdale to Burbank DEIR question

Hi Rick,

I work with David Kriske at the City of Burbank, and he thought you might be able to answer a question | have on the
current DEIR review.
4236-7797
1. Please confirm that none of the Palmdale to Burbank track segment actually reaches into the City of Burbank. It
looks like the pink section on this map encompasses more area than depicted as the station area on the
Alignment Plans and just want to be sure that is the correct assumption.

Thank you, Rick. I’'m sure you're getting a lot of other questions/inquiries this week. Much appreciated.

CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP
ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT As identified in Chapter 2, on page 2-81, and Figure 2-45, the Burbank Airport Station is included in the

818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV ; AP .
Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community. alternatives description in the Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS. Accordingly, the Palmdale to Burbank Draft

5.
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Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

EIR/EIS includes HSR track within the City of Burbank connecting to the station. As the Draft EIR/EIS explains
here:

The Burbank Airport Station, which is located at the southern end of the Palmdale to Burbank Project
Section, and included in the alternatives description in this chapter, was also evaluated as part of the
Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section. Figure 2-45 ... depicts the ‘overlap area’ including in both
Palmdale to Burbank and Burbank to Los Angeles Project Sections. The Burbank to Los Angeles Project
Section Final EIR/EIR was released on November 2, 2021, and the Authority’s Board approved the
Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Preferred Alternative, including the Burbank Airport Station, on
January 20, 2022. The Board’s approval of the Burbank to Los Angeles Project Section Preferred
Alternative extends to the southern edge of San Fernando Boulevard (between Lockheed Drive and
Hollywood Way). The information and analysis within this Draft Palmdale to Burbank EIR/EIS above the
Burbank Airport Station overlap area should be understood as information and for reference only. For
the most updated information about the Burbank Airport Station, please refer to the Burbank to Los
Angeles Final EIR/EIS, available on the Authority’s website. (See Chapter 2, p 2-81).

The pink overlap area depicted in Chapter 2, Figure 2-45, is the same station area footprint as in the Volume I1
Footprint Mapbook and the Volume IIl alignment plans in the Palmdale to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS. (Compare
Figure 2-45 with Vol. II, Appendix 3.1-A, Map 39 on pdf page 108 of 126, Vol. Ill, PEPD Record Set REVO1 Burbank
Station Area Plans, Burbank Station Detailed Site Plan on pdf page 4 of 12.) See also here.

4236-7798
The City of Burbank submitted a comment letter regarding Burbank Station in July 2020 as part of the Burbank
to LA segment. Please confirm that the station area design has not been amended after that comment period
closed and that the comments provided in the letter are still applicable.

The Burbank Station design has not changed since publication of the station design in the Burbank to Los
Angeles Project Section Final EIR/EIS. However, the city is free to submit those comments again on the Palmdale
to Burbank Draft EIR/EIS.

Just want to make sure | do not assume wrong regarding the overlap area and then miss the opportunity for us to
provide comment.

Feel free to give me a call if you'd like me to clarify anything. Thanks.

CHRIS BUONOMO, AICP

ASSOCIATE PLANNER, TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

818-238-5251 | BURBANKCA.GOV

Working together for a safe, beautiful and thriving community.
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Response to Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022)

4236-7787 4236-7788

The commenter suggests that the project will increase traffic in Burbank, and wants to Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-PUE-2: Impacts to Existing

know about specific impacts. Section 3.2.6.3 of the Draft EIR/EIS presents the Utilities/Infrastructure.

evaluation of project-related impacts to local roadways and intersections within Burbank.

Table 3.2-38 and Table 3.2-39 present the specific roadway segments and intersections, The commenter states that the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section would result in
respectively, that would operate with unacceptable conditions with the project. As substantial impacts to City of Burbank services, including an increased demand for
discussed in Section 3.2.7 Mitigation Measures, measures to improve the roadway and infrastructure maintenance, and would potentially create the need for additional staffing
intersection operations have been proposed. or facilities. The commenter also inquired about project impact to Burbank’s

infrastructure maintenance. As required by CEQA and NEPA, the Authority considered
the potential impacts on public services, such as police and fire services, as well as
utilities, inclusive of those in the City of Burbank. Regarding increased staffing for City
services, the Authority did consider potential impacts on local emergency services, such
as police and fire services. The Authority identified S&S-MM#1 in Section 3.11, Safety
and Security, of the Draft EIR/EIS, which requires the Authority to monitor local fire,
rescue, and emergency service provider responses to incidents at stations during the
first 3 years of operation and maintenance, and to provide a fair share of cost of service
for 5 years. Although fair share cost of service funds may be used to fund capital
improvements, the Build Alternatives would not induce construction of new emergency
service facilities.

For additional information about potential impacts on these public services, please refer
to Impact S&S#3 in Section 3.11, Safety and Security of the Draft EIR/EIS (Section
3.11.4.2). Regarding potential increases in maintenance of local infrastructure, the
Authority considered these potential impacts, as they relate to reduced access, in
Impact PUE#7 in Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy of the Draft EIR/EIS. As
described in Section 3.6.5, Affected Environment of the Draft EIR/EIS, with the inclusion
of standard casing and maintenance access requirements of utilities located underneath
the HSR right-of-way, impacts associated with reduced access to existing utility lines
would be less than significant. Furthermore, please refer to the County and Municipal
General Plans and Community Plans in Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy of the
Draft EIR/EIS. Regional and local jurisdictions in the Palmdale to Burbank Project
Section have adopted plans, goals, policies, and ordinances related to public utilities
and energy. Table 3.6-1 in the Draft EIR/EIS includes City of Burbank General Plan
2035, which outlines the available supply sources and infrastructural needs of the City
and outlines the basic strategies through which each utility is provided and maintained

April 2024 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

4236-7788

(page 3.6-9 of Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy of the Draft EIR/EIS). The
Authority reviewed goals and policies listed in Table 3.6-1 and confirmed that it is
compliant with the City of Burbank General Plan of 2035. See also Standard Response
PB-Response-PUE-2: Impacts to Existing Utilities/Infrastructure for concerns regarding
potential impacts to existing utilities/infrastructure.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

4236-7789

The commenter asks about the impact on waste disposal due to the HSR Palmdale to
Burbank Project Section. The Draft EIR/EIS discusses this topic under Impact PUE#5,
which concludes that solid waste generated by the construction of the Build Alternatives
would comply with federal, State, and local regulatory standards and the project would
implement construction recycling and diversion requirements (see Draft EIR/EIS, page
3.6-79). In addition, the Authority’s 2016 sustainability policy specifies that all (100
percent of) steel and concrete be recycled, and a minimum 75 percent of construction
waste be diverted from landfills (see Draft EIR/EIS, p. 3.6-79), thus further reducing the
amount of solid waste deposited in landfills. Notwithstanding, landfills within the
Palmdale to Burbank Project Section have sufficient capacity to accommodate the entire
amount of construction waste (see Draft EIR/EIS, Table 3.6-22). As such, the Palmdale
to Burbank Project Section would not generate solid waste in excess of state or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals. In this regard, the project would not have any
significant impact on the City of Burbank waste disposal staffing, infrastructure, or
programs. The EIR/EIS discusses the effects of project operations on the generation of
solid waste under Impact PUE#10. Annual solid waste estimates due to project
operations are based on full buildout of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section in
2040. Operation activities that would generate solid waste include passenger/employee
refuse disposal at the Burbank Airport Station and materials used for HSR maintenance.
Maintenance of the HSR trackway would generate small amounts of waste. Table 3.6-25
in the Draft EIR/EIS shows the estimated operation waste from the Build Alternatives
and the remaining landfill capacity. As shown in Table 3.6-25, there is sufficient capacity
at the respective landfills to accommodate solid waste generated by operations of the
Burbank Airport Station for all the Build Alternatives. Under the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act and AB 939 (described in Section 3.6.2), affected county or municipal
solid waste disposal facilities are required to plan for nonhazardous solid waste facility
expansions from all anticipated sources. The anticipated disposal of nonhazardous solid
wastes to landfills due to operations would not alone trigger the need for new or
expanded facilities beyond dates that disposal capacities are currently projected to be
reached. The Palmdale to Burbank Project Section solid waste generation from
operation would be consistent with the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and
AB 939, in that the County and relevant municipalities would not require new or
expanded solid waste disposal facilities to serve the Palmdale to Burbank Project

April 2024
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Response to Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

4236-7789

Section. Landfills within the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section expanded utility RSA
have sufficient capacity to accommodate anticipated volumes of operation waste
generated by the Burbank Airport Station. The Palmdale to Burbank Project Section
would not generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste
reduction goals. Therefore, the impact from waste generation during operations would
be less than significant under CEQA for the Refined SR14, SR14A, E1, E1A, E2, and
E2A Build Alternatives and no mitigation is required.

April 2024

4236-7790

The commenter requests additional information regarding project impacts on existing
infrastructure in Burbank, as well as the socioeconomic impact to Burbank’s residents
and departments.

Secondary environmental effects of the project, including the right-of-way infrastructure
noted by the commenter, is discussed in Section 3.2, Transportation (Section 3.2.6.3).
Specific to the City of Burbank, the Draft EIR/EIS acknowledges that new transportation
elements would occur along existing roads and streets within the Palmdale to Burbank
Project Section. As described under Impact TRA#18 in the Draft EIR/EIS, project
construction would impact local streets and infrastructure, the project would reconstruct
or replace these facilities and, in some areas, would provide improvements consistent
with agreements with local agencies, such as installing a bicycle lane on a local road.
These types of improvements would not substantially increase the maintenance burden
of the local agency as the reconstructed or improved infrastructure would not be
substantially different. In some cases, this may result in reduced maintenance costs as
the infrastructure being constructed would often replace older infrastructure with new
facilities.

Socioeconomic impacts of the project are discussed in Section 3.21.6 in Section 3.12,
Socioeconomics and Communities, of this Final EIR/EIS. Specifically, Impact SOCIO#12
and Impact SOCIO#15 describe the long-term effects from the project on property and
sales tax revenues, and the potential for physical deterioration from the project. Within
the City of Burbank, it is estimated that the project would result in a loss of
approximately 0.10 percent of annual property tax revenue for the City (approximately
$44,000 2016 dollars/year). The financial analysis of the California system, described in
the 2018 Business Plan (Authority 2018, page 96), demonstrates that ridership and
revenues would cover the cost of operating the system, meaning that no operational
subsidy would be required. Additionally, as discussed in Impact SOCIO#9, physical
deterioration on infrastructure is not anticipated from project implementation.

The Palmdale to Burbank Project Section would not substantially impact existing
infrastructure in Burbank as any impacted facilities would be reconstructed or replaced.
The expected loss of 0.10 percent annual property tax would not constitute a significant
loss in annual revenue and operations and maintenance of the project would be paid

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

4236-7790

through ticket sales so as not to increase socio-economic burdens on Burbank
residents.

4236-7791

The commenter asks about the project's impact on the City of Burbank's stormwater
system. The commenter also asks about consideration for designs to allow for the
retention and infiltration of stormwater on-site and if water infrastructure upgrades will be
necessary to reduce the impacts of the project. For discussion of stormwater
management systems, please refer to Section 3.6.5.7, Stormwater Facilities and
Infrastructure in Section 3.6, Public Utilities and Energy of the Draft EIR/EIS. Section 3.6
also provides an impact analysis of the effects to stormwater infrastructure generated
from construction (Impact PUE#4). Implementation of HYD-IAMF#1 requires on-site
stormwater management facilities to capture runoff from pollutant-generating surfaces.
HYD-IAMF#1 would reduce the amount of construction-area wastewater discharged to
the City's stormwater management systems. Because the HSR facilities would divert
some wastewater that otherwise would have used the City's stormwater management
systems, the HSR Palmdale to Burbank Project Section would reduce impacts on the
capacity of existing stormwater management system facilities managed by the City.

Page 3.8-47 in Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR/EIS further clarifies how the project design
would not substantially alter the storm drainage system in the City of Burbank. The
project is being constructed in areas that are predominantly covered by impervious
surfaces (pavement, buildings, etc.). As such, the amount of stormwater runoff resulting
from project operation would be similar to existing conditions. As a matter of clarification,
only a minimal portion of the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section is located within the
Burbank Station Area and was analyzed in the approved Burbank to Los Angeles
Project Section Final EIR/EIS. The area of concern is developed within existing
industrial and commercial uses. The project would be required to include appropriate
drainage facilities and would tie into the City’s drainage systems. The Burbank Station
Area is currently developed and would be replaced with HSR station facilities, and it
would not result in additional stormwater runoff and therefore would not require
modification to City of Burbank drainage facilities outside the project area.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

4236-7792

The commenter asks what the additional roadway maintenance costs will be as a result
of the project and what the mitigating factors to offset these increased costs are.

Section 3.2.4.2 in Section 3.2, Transportation of the Draft EIR/EIS includes a discussion
of TR-IAMF#1: Protection of Public Roadways during Construction. This Impact
Avoidance and Minimization Feature (IAMF) describes the Authority’s commitment to
returning public roadways to the equivalent of their original pre-project construction
structural condition, or better. Implementation of this feature will occur prior to the
commencement of construction activities and requires the contractor to conduct a
photographic survey documenting the condition of the public roadways along truck
routes providing access to the project site. The photographic survey shall be submitted
for approval to the agency responsible for road maintenance, such as the City of
Burbank. The Authority and the contractor shall then become responsible for the repair
of structural damage to public roadways caused by HSR project construction or
construction access, returning damaged sections to the equivalent of their original pre-
project construction structural condition, or better.

In addition, Mitigation Measure TR-MM#11: In-Lieu Traffic Improvements, described in
Section 3.2.7.4, Non-motorized Modes of Transportation, in the Draft EIR/EIS, states
that for the Build Alternatives, the Authority will enter into cooperative agreements with
HSR station host cities and partner transportation providers to implement transportation
improvements in lieu of general roadway traffic improvements to address identified
traffic impacts. In-lieu improvements will be negotiated with the City of Palmdale and the
City of Burbank and partner transportation providers and will include, but will not be
limited to, the following types of improvements:

In addition, Mitigation Measure TR-MM#11: In-Lieu Traffic Improvements, described in
Section 3.2.7.4, Non-motorized Modes of Transportation, in the Draft EIR/EIS, states
that for the Build Alternatives, the Authority will enter into cooperative agreements with
HSR station host cities and partner transportation providers to implement transportation
improvements in lieu of general roadway traffic improvements to address identified
traffic impacts. In-lieu improvements will be negotiated with the City of Palmdale and the
City of Burbank and partner transportation providers and may include, but will not be
limited to, the following types of improvements:
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Chapter 21 Local Agencies

Response to Submission 4236 (Chris Buonomo, City of Burbank, October 14, 2022) - Continued

4236-7792

*Pedestrian facilities;

* Bicycle facilities;

» On- and off-street bus transit facilities;

* Public transit bus rolling stock;

* On- or off-street vehicle pick-up/drop-off; and

* Support for ongoing bus, streetcar, or urban rail service.

Because it is difficult to estimate whether the City of Burbank will encounter substantial
additional roadway maintenance costs, the Authority utilizes memoranda of
understanding and cooperative agreements to establish its working relationships with
local government entities along the HSR alignment in each project section as it moves
forward with project implementation. The task orders executed with local government
agencies specify the terms and precise standards to relocate or protect in place existing
impacted facilities or utilities, and provide the obligations on the parties for engineering
design, construction, costs, invoicing procedures, and coordination.

April 2024

4236-7793

Refer to Standard Response PB-Response-GEN-2: Project Costs and Funding, PB-
Response-PUE-2: Impacts to Existing Ultilities/Infrastructure.

The commenter inquires about projected impacts on City services and maintenance
costs and also inquires about mitigation factors to offset the increased costs. In general,
the Authority would assume responsibility for any costs involved in the construction and
operation of expanded infrastructure associated with the proposed project and would
proactively coordinate all such work with providers, including the City of Burbank.
Specifically, the project will comply with the provisions of S&S-MM#1, which requires the
Authority to monitor the response of local fire, rescue, and other emergency service
providers to incidents. As part of the mitigation measure, the Authority will enter a cost-
sharing agreement with these providers to fund the Authority’s fair share of emergency
service needs created by the Palmdale to Burbank Project Section ensuring that
services are made available. Implementation of S&S-MM#1 will ensure emergency
service providers maintain acceptable emergenc