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APPENDIX 3.14-A: NRCS FORMS 

The data on Important Farmland provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Part IV of the NRCS forms below is from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
NRCS Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO). NRCS farmland classifications identify 
farmland as Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Farmland of Local Importance, 
or Unique Farmland by grouping soils primarily on the basis of their ability to produce common 
cultivated crops and pasture plants. This dataset classifies Important Farmland based on soil 
type/quality. 

The data on Important Farmland, including the affected environment, impacts, and mitigation, 
presented in this appendix is from the State of California Department of Conservation (DOC) 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), which produces maps and statistical data 
used for analyzing impacts on California’s agricultural resources. While FMMP data is derived 
from SSURGO, land categorized as Important Farmland in FMMP data is further refined to 
address irrigation and use of farmland using the following methodology: 

 Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance—Land must have been used for 
irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date. 

 Unique Farmland—Land must have been cropped at some time during the four years prior 
to the mapping date. 

 Farmland of Local Importance—The Board of Supervisors determined that there will be no 
Farmland of Local Importance for Kern County. In Los Angeles County, producing farmland 
that would meet the standard criteria for Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance but that is not irrigated qualifies as Farmland of Local Importance. 
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CORRIDOR - TYPE SITE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The following criteria are to be used for projects that have a Iinear or corridor - type site configuration connecting two distant  
points, and crossing several different tracts of land. These indude utility Ini es, highways railroads stream improvements , and flood 
conrto l  systems. Federal agencies are to assess the suitability of each corridor - type site or design alternative for protectoi n as farmland 
along with the land evaluation ni formation

(1) How  much land is in nonurban use within a radius at 10 min from  where the project is intended?
More than 90 percent - 15 points
90 to 20 percent - 1 4 to  1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(2) How mu ch of the perimeter of the site borders on land in nonurban use?
More than 90 percent - 10 points
90 to 20 percent - 9 to 1 point(s)
Less than 20 percent - 0 points

(3) How much of the site has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest or timber activity) more than five of the last
10 years?
More than 90 percent - 20 points 
90 to 20 percent -  19 to 1 point(s) 
less than 20 percent -  0 points

(4) Is the site subject to state or unit of local government policies or programs to protect farmland or covered by private programs
to protect farmland?
Site is protected - 20 points 
Site is not protected - 0 points

(5) Is the farm unit(s) containing the site (before the project) as large as the average - size farming unit in the County?
(Average farm sizes in each county are available from the NRCS field offices in each state.  Data are from the latest available Census of 
Agriculture Acreage or Farm Units in Operation with $1,000 or more in sales.)
As large or larger - 10 points
Below  average - deduct 1 point tor each 5 percent below the average , down to 0 points if 50 percent or more below average 9 to 0 points

(6) If the ate is chosen for the project, how much of the remaining land on the farm will become non-farmable because of 
interference with land patterns?
Acreage equal to more than 25 percent of acres directly converted by the project - 25 points
Acreage equal to between 25 and 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project  - 1 to 24 point(s)
Acreage equal to less than 5 percent of the acres directly converted by the project - 0 points

(7) Does the site have available adequate supply of farm support services and markets, i.e. farm suppliers equipment dealers,
processing and storage facilities and farmer's markets?
All required services are available - 5 points 
Some required services are available - 4 to 1 point(s)
No required services are available - 0 points

(8) Does the site have substantial and well maintained on-farm investments such as barns, other Storage building , fruit trees and 
vines field terraces, drainage, irrigation, waterways or other soil and water conservation measures?
High amount of on-farm investment - 20 points 
Moderate amount of on-farm investment               - 19  to 1 point(s)
No on-farm investment      - 0 points

(9) Would the project  at he site , by  converting farmland to nonagricultural use, reduce the demand for farm  support 
services so as to jeopardize the continued existence          of these support services and thus, the viability of the farms remaining in the 
area? substantial reduction in demand for support services if  the site is converted - 25 points
Some reduction in demand tor support services if the site       is converted  - 1 to 24 point(s)
No significant  reduction  in demand for  support  serv ices  if   the  site  is converted    - 0 points

(10) Is th e kind and intensity of the proposed use of the site sufficiently incompatible with agriculture that it is l ikely to 
contribute to the eventual conversion of surrounding farmland to nonagricultural use?
Proposed project is incompatible to existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland    -  10 points 
Proposed project is tolerable to existing agricultural use d surrounding farmland          - 9 to 1 point(s)
Proposed project is fully computable with existing agricultural use of surrounding farmland - 0 points
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