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Submission 293 (Mark Montelongo, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, October 28,

2019)

Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #293 DETAIL Sa n J Da q UI n val Iey '\ z ' =
Shahs Rebe Prsins AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEALTHY AIR LIVING
Record Date : 10/29/2019 T 28 zﬂm

Submission Date : 10/28/2019 oc

Interest As : Local Agency

First Name : Mark

Last Name : Montelongo California High-Speed Rail Authori

Submission Content : Merced to Frgf’asnopSection: Centralt{‘falley Wye

Good Afternoon, Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS

Please find attached, comments from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District in relation to the
above referenced project. Hard copies will follow in the mail.

Thanks,

Mark Montelongo

Supervising Air Quality Specialist

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District

1990 E. Gettysburg Avenue

Fresno, CA 93726-0244

(559) 230-5905 (Phone)

(559) 230-6061 (Fax)

Mark.Montelongo@valleyair.org<mailto:Mark Montelongo@valleyair.org>

[HALlogo_horizontal-finalfinalfinal 1 28dithered]<http:/fwww_healthyairliving.org/>

Attachments : k‘."-‘;.bl)\-"APCD Comments - Draft EIR-EIS for Central Valley Wye Project.pdf (189

293-555

California High-Speed Rail Authority

770 L Street, Suite 620 MS-1
Sacramento, CA 95814

Project: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact
Statement for the Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye

District CEQA Reference No: 20191125
To Whom It May Concern:

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Controi District (District) has reviewed the
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement
{Draft EIR/EIS) for the Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye which consists of
evaluating the environmental impacts asscciated with four wye alternatives that would
create the high-speed rail connection between the San Jose to Merced section to the
west and the north-south Merced to Fresno section to the east {Project). The Draft
EIR/EIS has identified the State Route 152 to Road 11 wye as the preferred alternative.
The wye connection is located between the cities of Merced and Madera. On June 20,
2019, the District issued comments on this Project during the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) public notice process (see enclosure). The District's previous
comments under the CEQA public notice process still remain applicable to the Project
and are summarized below:

1. Comments From District's June 20, 2019 Letter

a. Voluntary Emission Reduction Agreement (VERA):

The District recommends removing Air Quality Mitigation Measure AQ-MM#4 and
replacing it with a measure to reflect the commitment in the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the District and the High-Speed Rail Authority

(HSRA).
Samir Shelkh
Exerutive Oirectortic Pollution Comtral Oficer
Northers Reglon Central Region (Maln Offical Southers Raglon
AHOD Enterprize Way 1900 E. Gettysburg Avanug 34948 Flynver Gourt
Modesin, CA B535E.E718 Fresno, CA B3726.0244 Bamrsfiald, CA B3308 8775
Tel: [208) 557-6400 FAX:{208) EGT-BA7H Tel: |B56) 230-6000 FAX: (369} 230-6051 Tel: 661-302.5500 FAX: B61-302-5385
voww vallevair.oog ‘wawheattiyairivng com
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Submission 293 (Mark Montelongo, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, October 28,
2019) - Continued

District CEQA Reference No. 20787125 Page 2 District CEQA Refarance No, 20787125 Page 2

293.556 b. Health Risk Assessment (HRA): 293-559 to the MOU between the District and HSRA requiring full mitigation to net-zero actual
construction emissions of NOx, VOC, PM10 and PM2.5 for the Project.
i, The District recommends the Draft EIR/EIS, specifically Table 8 on Page E-18

and 11 in the HRA Summary Excel file be revised for consistency purposes. To date, the District and HSRA have worked closely to ensure construction air
quality emissions of NOx, VOC, PM10, and PMZ2.5 are mitigated in accordance with
293557 ii. The District recommends that the HRA be revised for consistency with District the MOU. This MOU reguires the HSRA to enter into a VERA with the District for
recommended approaches for calculating risk. any segment located in the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin that has been approved for
construction by the HSRA, or any other applicable state or federal entity.
293.558 c. District Rule 8510 Indirect Source Review (ISR): the proposed Project is
subject to Rule 8510 and requires the submittal of an Air Impact Assessment
(AlA) application. The District appreciates the HSRA's ongoing commitment to working with the District
and appreciates the opportunity to aid the HSRA in identifying and mitigating impacts on
d. District Rules and Regulations: the proposed Project may be subject to other air quality. If you have any guestions or require further information, please contact
District rules and regulations. Sharla Yang at (559) 230-8000.
Please see the enclosed June 20, 2019, comment letter for additional details. Sincerely,
Furihermore, the District offers the following comments under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) public notice process: Arnaud Marjollet
Director of Permit Services
293-559
2. General Conformity —>
The General Conformity Determination, specifically Air Quality Mitigation
Measure AQ-MM#4 (AQ-MM#4), requires the Project to offset NOx and VOC Rabert Gilles
emissions generated by the Project through a VERA. However, AQ-MM#4 in Program Manager
the Draft EIR/EIS requires the Project to fully offset NOx emissions to net-zero
and offset PM10 emissions to below the District's significance threshold AM: sy
through a VERA. The District recommends revising AQ-MM#4 in the General
Conformity Determination and Draft EIR/EIS for consistency, and furthermore Enclosure: District Comment Letter dated June 20, 2018 & MOU
to reflect the commitment in the MOU between the District and the HSRA
which requires the Project to fully offset NOx, VOC, PM10 and PM2.5
emissions.
As stated in the District's comment letter dated June 20, 20189, the proposed AQ-MM
#4 in the Draft EIR/EIS incorrectly requires actual construction emissions of NOx to
be mitigated to net-zero, and actual construction emissions of PM10 to be mitigated
to below the District's significance threshold. In addition, AQ-MM#4 in the General
Conformity Determination incorrectly requires the Project to mitigate VOC and NOx
emissions, when in fact the Project's construction emissions of NOx, VOC, PM10
and PM2.5 shall be fully mitigated to net zero in accordance with the MOU.
On June 19, 2014, the District and HSRA entered into an MOU which establishes
the framework for fuily mitigating to net-zero construction emissions of NOx, VOC,
PM10 and PMZ2.5 for the entire High-Speed Train Project throughout the San
Joaguin Valley Air Basin. Therefore, the District recommends revising AQ-MM#4 in
the Draft EIR/EIS and in the General Conformity Determination to both simply refer
August 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 293 (Mark Montelongo, San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District,

October 28, 2019)

293-555
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-252, comment 314.

293-556

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-252, comment 315.

293-557
Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-252, comments 316 and 317

The Final Supplemental EIR/EIS has been revised to clarify that the HRA was prepared
consistent with SIVAPCD guidelines.

293-558

The Authority will submit an Air Impact Assessment as required per District Rule 9510.
Refer to the response to submission MF2-252, comment 319.

293-559
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-252, comment 314.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019)

Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #296 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending

Record Date : 10/29/2019
Submission Date : 10/28/2019
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Akami

Last Name : Yang

Submission Content :

Please see the attached Comment Letter submitted on behalf of the City of Chowchilla regarding the above-
referenced matter. Thank you.

[LS Email Logo]<www lozanosmith.com>

Akami Yang | Legal Secretary to Jenell Van Bindsbergen,

Wiley Driskill & James Sanchez

7404 North Spalding Avenue Fresno, CA 93720-3370

T: 559.431.5600 F: 559.261.9366

[Facebook]<https/fwww facebook.com/LozanoSmith> [Twitter] <https:/ftwitter.com/LozanoSmith> [Linkedin]
<https:/fwww.linkedin.com/companyflozano-smith> [Podcast] <http:/fwww lozanosmith.com/podcast.php>
[Vimeo] <https:/fvimeo.com/lozanosmith>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic mail transmission may contain privileged and/or confidential
information only for use by the intended recipients. Unless you are the addressee (or authorized fo receive
messages for the addressee), you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute this message (or any information
contained in or attached to it) to anyone. You may be subject fo civil action andfor criminal penalties for
violation of this restriction. If you received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail or
by telephone at (800) 445-9430 and delete the transmission. Thank you.

Attachments : Merced to Fresno Section. Central Valley NEPA Draft Supplemental
EIR-EIS Comments (00692787x7ADO0).PDF (1 mb)

August 2020

] | .ozano Smith

Tures Rumeher

Alteey ol Law F-mail; jsanchesfgtocanosmith com

Octnber 28, 2019

Via Emaif CentralVallcy. Wiea@hsr.cugov
And U.S, Mait

Merced to Tresno Seetion: Cenrral Valley Wye NTPA Drrafi Supplemental FIR/EIS
California [ligh-Speed Rail Authority

T70 L Street, Suite 620 MS-1

Sucramenla, CA 93814

Re: Marced to Fresno Section: Cenlral ¥alley Wye NEPA Dhaft Supplemental EIR/TIS
Comments

Dear [Tigh-Speed Rail Authorily:

We submit the enclosed comment leller dated October 28, 2019 on belwlf of the City of
Chewchilla, As our lerter describes, we conlinue to work in good faith with 1he Calitornia High
Speed Rail Authority, but cequest further consideration of the marers we’ve nolsd as significant
o our local community and environment. Please conlact us to work to resclve these marniers befor:
Tinal approval decisions related to the Central Valley Wye.

Cnelosures

ce: Rod Prucw, Cliy Administrator
Mark L. Hamilton, Comnmnity & Ceonomic Development Director
Dava Riviere, Chief of Police
Mary Lerner, City Allomey
Diane Kindermann Henderson
Hub 2elp

Limied Lugbitiny Fariaerahis

FAOL N Spcicling Avemie Mresno, Daitfornia QTNAAFG Yol S55435-T000 Fux 3360500086

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

296-560

CITY OF

HOWCHILLA*"

CALIFORNIA

October 28, 2019

California High-Speed Rail Authority
770 L Street, Suite 620 M5-1
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Comments on the Central Valley Wye NEPA Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
Dear High-5peed Rail Authority:

The City of Chowrchilla (City) offers the following comments on the Central Valley Wye Draft
comments are in addition to, and incorporate by reference, previous comments by the City during
the CEQA review period, including but not limited to the City's June 20, 2019 Comment Letter
and all comments provided by the Wye Madera County Task Force and its member agencies on
both the SEIR and SEIS:

A, Previous Litigation

As you are aware the City initiated a lawsuit in June 2012 to ensure the Project considered and
addressed issues critical to the City. The California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) and the
City agreed to resolve the lawsuit in January 2013 with CHSRA commitments related to future
Project considerations. We attach the Settlement Agreement as Exhibit A to this letter.

Features (IAMEFs)

1. Impact analyses assume implementation of [AMFs and therefore does not disclose
environmental impacts that would occur if the JAMFs are not implemented. Lotus et al.
v. Department of Transportation et al. (2014) 223 Cal. App 4th 645, directs that when a
project i measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects, an EIR must
evaluate and disclose the effects in the absence of those measures. This is particularly
relevant to the DSEIR in that the [AMFs do not provide sufficient commitments, detail, or
performance standards to ensure they would be implemented or adequately reduce
potential impacts, yet the DSEIR assumes they would be adequate and therefore fails to
disclose impacts that would occur if the JAMFs are not more clearly defined and fully

B. Impact Avoidance and Mini

implemented.
Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Further analysis and assurance prior to certification of the
EIS is needed.

130 5 Second Street, Chowchilla, CA 93610
Telephone: (559) 665-8615 Fax: (359) 665-7418 www cityofchowchilla org

California High-Speed Rail Authority

296-561

296-562

296-563

296-564

296-565

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority
Page 2 of 17

October 28, 2019

C. Mitigation M -G 1C t

2. Many mitigation measures are brief phrases and do not provide substantive detail of
implementation requirements or performance standards.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Further analysis and mclusion of language that assures
implementation, prior to certification of the SEIR/SEIS, is needed.

3. The DSEIR is unclear regarding how the mitigation measures adopted for the 2012
Merced- Fresno segment relate to the mitigation measures identified in the Central Valley
WryeEIR.

1tigation ective Action: The Whe is a component of the Merced to Fresno segment,
yet the SEIS appears to separate the Wie in terms of impact assessment, breaking it out as a separate
project and diministung the full assessment of impacts.

D. Transportation

4. Existing road network access will be closed, and that traffic will be funneled to fewer
access points, with increased and unanticipated loading at those points, with need for
additional ROW acquisition, road widening, signalization, etc.

itigati ective Action: The City Engineer shall be provided with the opportunity for
review and acceptance of all construction and long-term decisions affecting road improvements
made by CHSRA. Sufficient funding should also be provided by CHSRA and the Federal Railroad
Adnunistration (FRA) tn comyp tion for City staff involvement supporting the project.

5. The project, both during construction and long-term, will reduce the nmumber of existing
access ways into and out of the Gity's urban core, will restrict traffic flows, and cause
increased response times for v ders. 51 response times will increase
the potential for fatalities and luss of pmperty Slower calculated response times will
erode the City's Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating, driving up nmmnicipal corporation
costs and reducing the City’s attractiveness to future developers and investors. This is not
adequately addressed in the Draft SEIR/SEIS.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Police and fire stations will need to be increased to meet the
standards for emergency response time. mmsmmwmmmmm:qm
enforcement and fire station facilitics and vehicles. Addi Ily, ¢ T

ACCEsS CrOss-0vers, intersections, and interchanges to ensure adequate emergency response times
and a basic level of service.

6. The project will result in redirected traffic flows to Robertson Blvd and SR 99.
Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The effects on this interchange should be analyzed further,

with mitigation to increase Robertson Blod to at least 4 lanes with adequate pedestrian access as
well. The increased traffic will also require Robertson Blod to be signalized on both sides of SR 99.

August 2020

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Final Supplemental EIR/EIS
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Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

296-566

296-567

296-568

296-569

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority October 28, 2019
Page 3 of 17

7. The City of Chowchilla's transportation infrastructure will be overburdened and
degraded due to construction activities (i.e. detour and haul routes).

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Traffic control plansyr res, safety precautions, staffing,
signs, to identify and employ the stmcegies deszgned to s@@ly mitigate the impact of construction,
mantenance, and incident tomnt tain mobility and worker safety are
needed. This includes both msmllmg and removing tmﬁic control measures, from start to stop of
all construction activities. The City Engineer shall be provided with the opportumity for review and
acceptance of all construction and long-term decisions affecing road tmprovements made by
CHSRA. Sufficient funding should also be provided by CHSRA and the FRA in compensation for
City staff involvement supporting the project.

8. The project’s proposed at-grade crossings on City roads conflicts with the City of
Chowrchilla General Plan.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Analysis of proposed SR 152 at-grade crossings for City
roads unth respect to the General Plan, and Freeway agreements with Caltrans for SR 152 is
needed. These prior plans and agreements must be fully recognized, honored and compensated.
CHSRA and HSR must pay for the General Plan to be updated, and not simply updated to conform
to the rail system imposed on the City, but compensated for a full General Plan Update and related
California Eneironmental Quality Act (CEQA) Environmental Review including all elements of
the City's 2040 General Plan that would be impacted by the operation of a High Speed Rail Train
system including: Land Use, Circulation, Open Space, Public Facilities, Public Safety, Noise, and
Housing Elements to ensure to ensure the City of Chowchilla is better able to address the impacts
and assist moving forward as the trains begin operation.

9. Identify specific phasing for comstruction of segments/intersections to minimize
concurrent construction and cumulative traffic impacts associated with interchange
and/ or grade separation structure construction; and avoid starting construction without
having all ROW and/or utility clearance issues resolved to minimize potential for
construction delays once started.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The phasing schedule shall include the opportunity for the
City to review and accept the terms proposed by CHSRA. Do not commence construction without
having all ROW and/or utility clearance issues resolved, with concurrence from the City Engineer.

10. The City should be provided the opportunity to review and approve/concur with
construction impact analyses, mitigation requirements, facility design, and construction
monitoring of HSR-related comstruction or recomstruction of City roads and other
infrastructure and be subject to Chowchilla Department of Public Works encroachment
permits. CHSRA /FRA and all its contractors should be required to fully comply with
conditions of local agency permits and this provision should be included in any contracts
CHSRA enters with any contractor who is designing/ constructing; HSR-related facilities.
If not in existing contracts for facilities in Chowchilla, the provision should be added.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The schedule shall include the opportunity for the City to
review and accept the terms proposed by CHSRA /FRA.

August 2020

296-570

296-571
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296-573

296-574

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority October 28, 2019
Page 4 of 17

.

As part of the project construction and the significant impacts of permanent road closures
resulting from HSR facilities, there should be designed and constructed a full access
interchange at SR 152 and SR 99 providing full access in all directions.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Full access mterchange mcluding the purchase of land for
right of way at SR 99 and SR 152 because HSR impacts access at numerous locations elsewhere in
the City (i.e., access from SR 99 to SR 152 west and SR. 152 to SR 99 north).

12. Road closures and route modifications analyses considered tative” roadv

13.

segments, but should evaluate ALL affected routes, mclud.m.gAvemm 25 which is a main
agricultural thoroughfare into the City.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Avenues 24 & 25 are main thoroughfares into and out of the
City. Avenues 24 and 25 are considered a future collector roadways within the 2040 General Flan
and as such should be included within the traffic evaluation and able to traverse through the HSR
Ramil Line with an undercrossing. Avemue 25 shall be included in a traffic evaluation, needs
identificd, and necessary mmprovements funded.

Establish mechanism to minimize construction-related traffic effects (detours, closures)
through construction scheduling and phasing; and

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Traffic control plans required throughout the entire length
of the construction phase of the Wie. Affected agencies shall have the opportunity to review and
approve of construction traffic management plans.

14. It has been observed that once construction contractors begin their work, accountability

15.

for compliance with mitigation requirements is challenging,.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Mechanisms must be established now to ensure construction
contractors are accountable to CHSRA, FRA and the City for adherence to construction/iraffic
management plans and mitigation requirements. The City's Public Works Director and City
Engineer must be allowed to provide oversight and be compensated by CHSRA and FRA witha
reasonable budget commensurate with histher time expended.

The permanent loss of four existing access points into the City's south side, and loss of
visibility into Chowchilla and the industrial park from SR 152, which will be substantially
diminished by the proposed rail line atop an 8-foot high berm, will have a permanent
detrimental impact on present and planned circulation. Additionally, traffic eastbound on
SR 152 that presently exits SR 152 and enters the City northbound on Road 17 %2 will be
shunted southbound on SR 99, away from Chowchilla, since there is no northbound ramp
onto SR 99.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: CHSRA and FRA should consider providing for a full
interchange at SR 152 and Road 17 %, and construction of a frontage road parallel and north of
the HSR alignment that would connect Road 16, Road 17, Road 17 ¥%;, and Road 18, and between
Robertson Blod and Road 15. Due to the HSR Rail line traversing along the northern boundary
of the current Highway 152 corridor and severing all four (4) access points into the City's

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

296-574

296-575

296-576

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority October 28, 2019
Page 5 of 17

16.

industrial area, the CHSRA should consider upgrading the Road 17 %: roadway overcrossing into
an all access interchange with Highway 152 to ensure the accessibility into the industrial area is
not severely compromised and the value is not fully diminished.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: CHSRA and FRA should id iding a northbound
access ramyp from eastbound Highay 152 to northbound High 99. I?readdmoncg"&usacczss

Tarp combined with the proposed ngh Speed Rail line unll not only reduce travel times it will also
tmprove the area’s circulation and reduce the number of semi-trucks udling within the City of
Chowdhilla.  The proposed access ramp from Highway 152 to Higinoay also has the potential to
reduce of greenhouse gases from carbon emissions from Semi-trucks Trucks currently utilizing the
Higlway 233 cornidor. The nstallation of a northbound ramp completing this connection would
assist the City of Chowchilla with ensuring the future economic development success of the City's
Industrial area. With the mstallation of this connection, goods produced within the Central Valley
would have easier access to various northern connections along Hightoay 99. With the installation
of this northbound ramp, it could be assumed there would be a reduction in grecnhouse gasses,
vehicle miles traveled, and idling times of semi-trucks that are currently required to move their
locally produced products Hirough the City of Chowchilla.

Restore and improve existing local roads to mitigate comstruction impacts and to
accommodate increased use due to closure of other roads. The SEIR/SEIS has not
addressed the impacts of construction material hauling and other construction upon rural
City roads. Many existing roads are in poor condition and the addition of material hauling
wehicles and other construction equipment may significantly deteriorate or destroy them.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City's entire road network must be upgraded to handle
the mcrease in material hauling. Mitigation must include restoration of roadways back to original
condition damaged by construction activities and vehicles, and improvements as needed for closure
of other roads as a result of said construction activities.

E. Air Quality and Climate Change

17.

. Particulate matter generated by trains moving at 220 MPH needs to be discussed and

appropriately mitigated. Road cls and very large overcrossings in industrial areas.
These large overcrossings and raised track will have impacts upon climatic conditions
(temperature and wind patterns). The document does not appear to sufficiently evaluate
health effects of criteria air pollutants as required per Sierra Club vs. Fresno County (CA
Supreme Court, 2018). Appendix C.12-3 (Children Health Risk) oversimplifies project
benefits without discussion of air quality impacts at specific locations due to road system

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Mitigation measures should be coordinated with local
landoumers and City officials, with delineation of specific areas that wnill be impacted and specificity
on type and degree of impacts. Ensure that the HSR does not adversely affect the region’s ability to
comply with Federal Clean Air Act “Transportation Conformity” requirements.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

296-577

296-578

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority October 28, 2019
Page 6 of 17

F. Noise and Vibration

18. Effects of decelerating and accelerating trains on the south and west sides of Chowchilla
have not been fully addressed. It is noted that the CHSRA and FRA will work with
affected commumities to develop performance criteria for noise mitigation and to also
develop design guidelines. Such efforts may be helpful after the fact but push off
formulating mitigation to a future unknown time, and additionally impose such
mitigation on the City and its residents rather than on the source of the noise and vibration
— the H5R. Wye project. This must be resclved to the satisfaction of the commmnity prior
to certifying the Final SEIR/SEIS. The long-term effects of vibration and electrolysis to
pipelines and agricultural and nmmicipal wells needs to be addressed and disclosed, and
adequately mitigated. There will be a problem for those impacted landowners to acquire
operational financing to deal with the long-terms effect once HSR is ongoing and effects

become apparent.

Ne itigati ective Action: CHSRA and FRA must work with the City of Chowdhilla to
develop performance criteria and design guidelines for noise and vibration mitigation based on
known standards at this time, prior to certification of the SEIR/SEIS, update those measures and
guidelines based on any ongoing, interim, and/or long term tmpacts, and provide commensurate
mitigation to the commumnity

G. Environmental Justice

19. The Wye project imposes an enormously negative and disproportionate degree of impact
on the City of Chowchilla, its commumnity and its people. Chowchilla is in the center of the
State’s largest economically disadvantaged region, the Southern San Joaquin Valley.
Chowchilla has a high minority d graphic, a low median household income, and
among the highest unemployment rates in the State — twice the State and national
averages — and is deemed a “Very High Unemployment Area.” No other commmnity in
the State will have HSR track and trains wrapping it on two sides. No other commmmity
will be enclosed in such a marnmer. HSR, while positive for many people of the State in
many ways, is not a benefit to Chowchilla, but intensely damaging to our infrastructure,
our safety, our plans, our future, and our quality of life. Whether running, east-west or
north-south, every train will pass through our City, and pass it by. There will be no station
hﬂehx{&\erewﬂlbe&mcmslmﬁdmofmgmswmdmgdmmdspoo]mg—up,md
the hum and strain of steel wheels on rail, decel g and accel d the curves
ofammnlbmsechmofﬂmmveraﬂprqect&mtchcwdﬂlawﬂlbecome carrying
riders who can afford it, between the great population centers of California. The long-term
economic impact on Chowchilla is unimaginable, and certainly the Draft SEIR,/SEIS has
made little effort to assess it.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City requests that as a matter of mitigation aﬁd qf’
Justice, the future Heavy Maintenance Facility (HMF) be located in Madera County, cc

with the City's previous requests and resolutions, to assist in partally offsetting this ompact by
providing employment and business opportunity. The criteria for siting must not be based strictly
on operational needs, but on the needs of people, people who should be served by infrastructure
rather than be victims of it. CHSRA and FRA should provide a dedicated bus or trolley service

August 2020
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296-578

296-579

296-580

296-581

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority

October 28, 2019

Page 7 of 17

[from either the proposed Merced station or Fresno station to Chowchilla and all its businesses and
events.

H. Public Utilities, Services, Safety and Energy

20. The City of Chowchilla wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is nearing capacity, and the

21.

General Plan calls for a second WWTP to be constructed west of the City along the north
side of SR 152. The City is presently cooperating with the California Water Resources
Control Board's request that the ity provide wastewater treatment to the Commmnity of
Fairmead, also, which at present is at risk of contaminating the groundwater supply. The
new trunk line from Fairmead will absorb a substantial portion of the City's remaining
capacity. However, the proposed Wye alignment runs through the proposed new WWTP
site as designated on the General Plan Land Use Diagram. In addition to conflicting with
the adopted General Plan, the City would not expect to find an alternative WWTP site
easily, nor to acquire it without a fight given that all other possible locations are presently
designated and zoned for income-producing uses.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City will need CHSRA and FRA to acquire and
construct the new WWIP in a suitable location identified by the City.

The Fairmead sewer trunk line will be constructed along the east side of SR99 from the
Commmmity of Fairmead north to Avenue 24. If construction of the HSR line precedes
construction on the Fairmead sewer line, a sleeve beneath the HSR line will need to be
provided for the sewer line, since we expect that CHSRA will not allow excavation
beneath the rail line. A second sleeve will also be needed in the event of failure of the
sewer line at or near the rail line.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City needs assurance/confirmation from CHSREA that
the sewer lines can be excavated when needed or that slecves will be provided for said sewer lines.
A second sleeve will also be needed in case of sewer line fuilure. The City would ask that a 30 - 40
foot wide (extending the full width of the CHSRA project area) Public Utility Ensement (P.LLE.)
be dedicated to the City at all points along the High Speed Rail line where a roaduway access point
are being proposed to be removed. This is ne to ensure the City wnll be able to extend vital
City Infrastructure to existing land located within the City for future projects.

The City of Chowchilla's plarmed industrial area was recently designated an Opportunity
Zone through the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. The City subsequently invested
further in the industrial area by conducting a public process to visualize and develop the
industrial area, culminating in the Chowchilla Industrial Specific Plan adopted by the City
Council. Recruitment of private developers an industries is underway to invest in the ity
and fund the industrial park’s infrastructure. Permanent restricted access along the south
side of the City caused by the HSR alignment’s 8-foot high raised berm, in effect a wall,
and permanent closures of existing roads along SR 152, will diminish the visibility to, and
attractiveness of, the City's industrial park to investors, and stagnate development of
needed infrastructure that would otherwise be built out by developers. Developers will
question the ability to bring materials into the city, and get products out, with ease and
timeliness. It is a perception, and negative perception kills projects and economic
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development. The City is being expected to give up alot of access; these access points will
never come back, and there will never be new ones. The rail line’s raised berm will be a
This is our only opportunity to address this significant impainment to our future.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: ROW acquisition, and construction of water and sewer
trunk lines and streets, consistent with the City's accepted Industrial Park Specific Plan, must be
funded by CHSRA and FRA. The proposed HSR Rail Line as proposed will have an impact to the
existing infrastructure currently located with the community, City want to ensure that CHSRA
will fairly compensate the City for any impacts to the City at-grade are underground infrastructure
components and any and all improvement shall be required to extend to the furthest reasonable
Juncture even with the most reasonable juncture extends beyond the project site area. Additionally,
if the CHSRA mtends to purchase the City's future waste water treatment facility, CHSRA wnll
fairly compensate the City with either or a combination of financial and in-kind improvements
made to the City's current waste-water treatment facility.

. In the event of an emergency related to HSR, the Chowrchilla Fire and Police Departments

will provide rescue, extraction, and fire suppression services inside and outside the City.
The Chowchilla Fire Department does not own apparatus capable of reaching elevated
track and cars in an emergency. A ladder truck will be needed. If HSR, the only bullet
train in the country, should become a target of terrorism, Chowchilla Police will respond,
will plan for such an event, and must be adequately provisioned to do so. This scenario
remains to be addressed. Assurances must be given to the City now that the resources to
meet its emergency response obligations to come to the assistance of CHSRA passengers
and property will be in place.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: City of Chowchilla police and fire facilifies and equipment
will need to be increased to meet the standards for response time. The CHSRA and FRA
must fund apparatus and staff sufficient to provide standard emergency services to the HSE.

24. There is currently one fire station in Chowchilla, located north of the downtown core. A

fire station is planmed for the Industrial Park and will be needed south of Berenda Slough
within Planning Subarea 8 (Chowchilla General Plan). This fire station will be needed with
development of the HSR line in order to achieve timely response to emergencies on or
near the H5R and must be funded by CHSRA and FRA. CHSRA and FRA must ensure
that this safety need will not be left unmet, that it will be fully accounted for through an
agreement with the City before the Final SEIR/SEIS is certified.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: A new fire station provided by CHSRA and FRA with
appropriate apparatus will be needed to meet the standards for emergency response time.

. The City's drainage master plan and the Chowchilla General Plan call for regional

drainage basins to collect storm water. Chowchilla is in a low-lying area with active
flowing sloughs inside the City that pose flood hazards.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The loss of open and available lands along the south and west
sides of the city as a result of the Wipe alignment that would otherunse be suitable for such basins
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26.

should be compensated by CHSRA and FRA with acquisition and construction of appropriately
located and sized basins.

The Draft SEIR/SEIS acknowledges impacts to surface hydrology and to the 100-year
floodplain. The Wye configuration, with rail on raised berm along the south and west
sides of the City, may have the effect of acting as a dam in the event of flooding from
upslope - east and northeast- along the two sloughs. This potential safety issue should be
addressed.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The potential for flooding related to both Berenda Slough and
the Ash Slough, and pooling within the City as a result of the HSR's raised berms, should be fully
addressed and mitigation provided.

I. Aesthetics/Visual

7.

. The Draft SEIR description diminishes the level of visual impact by stating that the

CHSRA's preferred Wye alignment isn't as bad as one of the other alignment options that
Chowrchilla doesn't want. The proposed elevated rail alignment along the north side of
SR 152 will have aesthetic and economic impacts on Chowchilla that need further
attention than is provided for in the Draft SEIR/SEIS. Views of Chowchilla from SR 152
wﬂlhta‘allybeblockedbyﬂleelevabedbﬂn\andraﬂlme which will suppress interest,

e and develop t in Chowchilla. The City’s urban core and tree line, and the
new industrial park, will no longer be visible from SR 152, which will effectively truncate
the City's potential for attracting investors. Visibility is crucial.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Extensive landscaping along the berm, within the HSR
ROW, as it passes through the city, is needed to offset this negative impact and restore a sense of
place to the City.

28. Provide high quality, high visibility signage at Chowchilla's “Gateways,"” which are those

roads that will not be permanently closed — Robertson Blvd at SR152 and Road 16 at
SR132, the requested Road 17 42 interchange, as well as at Avenue 24 at SR99, to include
arches reminiscent of the City’s historical entry arch, with City approval of final design

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City request that CHSRA fund the design and
construction of high visibility signage with the review and approval of the City of Chowchilla. The
signs shall be decorative and reflective of the c‘omnw:itys rich history and shall include the
Ianguage of “Welcome to the City of Chowchilla,” with fhe City of Chowdhilla granted cumership
of said signage for future maint £ and tmpr

It can be expected that there will be physical deterioration of areas underneath elevated
guideways and alongside at-grade track, including vandalism, graffiti, and blighting.
There must be specific programs identified for easements and parks, with architecturally
attractive features built into the rail infrastructure, with maintenance and operations to be
the responsibility of the CHSRA, and park and ride lots identified with maintenance to be
the responsibility of the CFISRA.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Alignment that parallels SR 152 including underpass (es)
should be architecturally pleasing and well-lighted to visitors for both the industrial park as well
as the City, with the ROW mamtenance program subject to review and acceptance by the City.

30. The loss of our way of life, the loss of generational legacy, and deterioration of commmmity
cohesiveness — all must be recognized, assessed and quantified as much as possible, and
mitigated. The Draft SEIR/SEIS does not presently address this.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Without going into detail of our city's colorful history, the
people that live here, and why they call Chowdnlla their howme, the construction of a wall and rail
ling along two sides of our city and state hightoay on the third will have a profound impact on that.
Compensation would be difficult to measure; and, as a result, difficult to mitigate. A commibtment
is needed so that the City can work with CHSRA and FRA to further address this issue of profound
importance to our conmmunity.

J. Biological Resources

31. Ensure that funding or direct habitat conservation provisions are provided by CHSRA
and FRA for any future roadway or other public facilities that may need to be constructed
or reconstructed by a public agency as a result of the HSR.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Ensure that funding or direct habitat conservation
provisions are provided by CHSRA and FRA for the impact of new HSR construction and
associated activities.

K. Cummulative Projects Analysis

32. Table 2-2 should include Chowchilla's Sessions Tentative Subdivision Map, 200 SFR lots
that was approved in April 2019. The Fox Hills Commmnity Plan in Merced County is no
longer a factor, it has been abandoned for ten years. This may also be the case for the
Villages of Laguna San Luis.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: These projects should be reviewed for consideration i the
cumulative analyses.

L. Alternatives Evaluation

33. The City requests CHSRA and the FRA return to the Ave 21 & Road 11 alignment option,
and select this as the preferred, and environmentally superior, project alternative.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Consider relocating the alignment to Ave 21 and Road 11,
this modification would reduce the future impacts to the City, reduce the costs of realigning
Higlnway 152, increase the distance of the HSR WYE from the City of Chowchilla from 2.2 miles
to 3.5 miles, and would reduce the impacts to the community of Fairmead. This change would
exponentially reduce the fiscal costs of the project and lessen the impacts to two disadoantaged
communities (City of Chowchilla and Fairmead).
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34. Alternatives  identification are reasonmable for developing the preferred

alternative / proposed project; h , the Draft SEIR /SEIS does not comply with CEQA
requirement to consider alternatives that would reduce impacts of the proposed project.
Alternatives that would avoid or reduce significant impacts of the proposed project are
not identified or luated in compliance with CEQA and INEPA. The alternatives
evaluation process described in the Draft SEIR/SEIS describes the method for selecting
the preferred alternative/proposed project; however, a CEQA identification and
evaluation of alternatives to the proposed project that would avoid or reduce significant
environmental effects of the proposed project was not presented. The CEQA alternatives
analysis, therefore, must be done after the proposed project is identified and not as part
of the process of selecting the proposed project.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: We request that the CEQA alternatives analysis, therefore,
be done after the proposed project is identified and not as part of the process of selecting the proposed
project.

M. Land Use

35. The HSR will effectively box the city into a triangle with State-owned linear infrastructure,

a contai tnot add d by the City’s General Flan. We will need help from the State
to ensure that Chowchilla is not cut-off from our residents, agricultural economy,
commerce, and our neighboring commumities.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Requires adequate access from SR 99, Avenue 25, Road 13
or future planned eastside extension of Wi, southern access from SR 152. The elevated Wie and
SR 99 wnll act as walls mardmg the City, cutting it off from visibility on the south side and access
on the west side unless addi I access is provided. CHSRA should conduct a traffic study to
identify the detrimental impact of access to the city because of the Wye and provide :mpmmd access
as necessary access (Le., imterchanges, below grade cr other Ade

ncludes a full interchange Road 17-1/2 and SR 152 instead of just the Iumtedﬁyomr access.
Caltrans has already identified and dedicated land for a full interchange with on/off ramps at this
location. Adequate access for the city's industrial park and its associated businesses is critical for
its success.

36. The CHSRA and FRA should provide funding to the City to update the General Plan and

the Industrial Specific Plan, the water, sewer, and drainage master plans, and other local
planming documents as necessary due to HSR's impacts on existing and planned land
uses, effects on land use compatibility, parcel acquisition and division, effects on the
established ity, and effects on transportation system (existing and planned roads
and bike / pedestrian facilities).

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City's General Plan, the Chowdhilla Industrial Park
Specific Plan, and the water, sewer, and drainage master plans will be impacted by the We
Aligroment that had not been previously included in the updates to each of these plans. The CHSRA
and FRA must fund the cost for plan updates and new plans.

37. Fairmead Elementary School will be displaced, and it remains unclear how this will be
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sufficiently mitigated.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Fairmead ES is in the Chowchilla School Diistrict. Distance
from residences to the school wnll increase duc to impacts of the Wie. There is likely a need for
increased bus service or a new clementary school to replace it. Since the Fairmead Elementary
School serves the 5% and 6% graders of the City of Chowchilla, the impact to #his school creates an
impact to the residents within the City of Chowchilla whom have children in attendance at this
school location. The City of Chowchilla requests that the CHSRA shall coordinate with the City to
ensure the future location of this school, if relocated to an alternate location, not place an unjust
burden accessing the new school location.

. The Draft SEIRSEIS greatly underestimates the preferred alignment’s effects on land use.

The assessment does not account for our planned Industrial Park, which we have invested
in but is not built-out and will likely not ever be built-out with placement of the HSR
within it. The rail alignment will cause valuable industrial land to be lost from the south
end of the City's industrial park. Once the HSR is constructed and in-place, it will be
extremely unlikely that LAFCO will allow the City any annexations beyond the rail line,
as it will be seen as the most significant “natural boundary.” The City will be effectively
divided and not allowed to grow south or west. There will be no new replacement area
for the industrial land lost to the HSR and to the HSR's negative impact on economic

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: To help offset this, the CHSRA and FRA should relocate the
Chowchilla Municipal Airport to a suitable site west of the City, allowing the existing airport site
to become available for industrial deve . Locating the Airport beyond the HSR line, will
frec-up the present airport site for the lost industrial land and will help mitigate this impact.
Additionally, the CHSRA shall assist the City with completing the necessary CEQAS and NEPA
environmental Reviews for the Industrial park, this assistance will allow the City the ability to
apply for future Federal and State agency grants which would assist in mitigating the impacts to
the Industrial and Airport Areas.

. The SEIR,/SEIS states that there will be no impact on future devel it of recreational

trail corridors. Chowchilla has planmed for a broad bike trail and ped.esbna.n. path along
the south side of Berenda Slough within the Industrial Park, the Berenda Slough Trail,
with a 50-foot native landscaped corridor, to conmect with the City’s Bikeway System. This
will not be built if the Industrial Park is not built, and the HSR Wye alignment within the
Industrial Park will likely kill investor-developer interest here.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The Whye as it parallels SR 152 will impact Class IIT
Bikeways along SR 152, Road 17-1/2 and Road 16, cutting bicyclists off from access to southern
Madera County unless mitigation measures include adequate rights of way parallel to SR 152 and
below grade access (L., tunnels with lighting) as needed.

N. Sociceconomics

40. HSR. will have adverse effects on employment and the commmmity.
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Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Provide compensation, as well as work force training, for

41.

economic and community effects of HSR in the City.

Provide compensation for loss of property tax revenue from properties acquired for HSR
facilities or otherwise affected by HSR (e.g., payments in lieu of taxes).

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Properties will be lost as a result of the construction of HSE.
The Chowchilla Water District operates under the rules as set forth by the California State Water
Code. Tax revenue lost includes the followning.

General Assessment vesults in an assessment of $24 per acre for agricultural property and an
average assessment of $37 (depending on the parcel size) for individual parcels in the City of
Chowchilla. The District collects about $1.9 million dollars in assessments each year. The
assessmient revenue is used to pay for water purchased for groundwater recharge and the operation
and maintenance costs of the District.

Suppl tal A t of $16 per acre for all agricultural property larger than five acres was
mstituted on April 29, 2005, following its approval by the landowners in an election held by the
District (Prop 218 election). The District collects about $1.2 million dollars in supplemental
assessments each year.

Capital Repayment Assessment. The Chowchilla Water District Board of Directors instituted
a $22 per acre Capital Repayment Assessment on April 12, 2014, following its approval by the
landowmers in an election held by the District (Prop 218 election). Capital Repayment Assessment
0of $22 per assessed acre applies to all agricultural land parcels of five acres or more eligible to receive
water from the District. The capital repayment assessment will continue for a period of 14 years,
or through 2025, or until such earlier date that the Board tn its discretion deems that it is no longer
necessary.

We ask that these very real timpacts be identified, and that appropriate mitigation provided in the
Final SEIR/SEIS.

Source: httpsy/furw.codwater.comyindex. phyy/8-fags ?start=10. Chowchilla Water District

42. With the junction of the San Jose-Merced and Merced-Fresno segments inside Chowchilla

city limits, it is reasonable to expect that the HMF facility would be located, and should
be located, in Madera County near the Wye. Locating the Wye in Chowrchilla results in
the HSR having greater and disproportionate impacts in Chowchilla due to the extra track
miles needed to accommodate the Wye intersection of the San Jose-Merced and Merced-
Fresno segments.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Select the Heavy Maintenance Fm!xty' (HM}"), and light
mantenance and ROW, in Madera County, consistent with those resol y provided

to CHSRA. Locate the HMF in Madera County so as to provide reaenuesﬁobs that will contribute
to offsetting adverse effects of the Wiye rail line's catastrophically disruptive impacts on the area.
The CHSRA and FRA should coordinate with the Wige Madera County Task Force for selection of
an HMF site.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

296-602

296-603

296-604

296-605

Letter to California High-Speed Rail Authority October 28, 2019
Page 14 of 17

43. The H5R Wye project’s removal of access points into the City on the south will have the
cumulative effect of exacerbating the existing delays and disruptions to Downtown at the
at-grade 5P Railroad, which include disrupted vehicle traffic flows, diminished economic
access, lessening of aesthetic values, and reduced private development and sales tax

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The Final SEIR/SEIS should do more to quantify and address
this loss, and to provide mitigation.

44. The loss of property values within the ity will be substantial. The rail alignment
along SR 152 will impact the existing land uses, and those uses for which the parcels are
zoned and upon which the City has heavily invested for its future. The rail project has the
potential to further divide the City, and to make development costs prohibitive in the
industrial area. We ask that these very real impacts be identified, and that appropriate
mitigation provided in the Final SEIR/SEIS.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: We ask that these very real impacts be identified, and that
appropriate mitigation provided in the Final SEIR/SEIS.

0. Agriculture
45. Provide compensation for reduced ]o'bs and income associated with permanent loss of
agricultural land and ductivity. luati dec Ag land being

d15placedfmﬂlemﬂwﬂlcausedeﬂ'easemvalue.Tllmm]lbemducedabﬂﬁytulssue
bonds, and reduced property tax for operations. Property tax in-lieu should be provided
to the City.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Overall, the igh-speed rail authority's preferred route from
Merced to Fresno would impact at least 1,200 to 1,500 acres of prime and important farmland,
estimating that the agricultural production that stands to be lost could be valued between $30
million and $50 million. Analysts described the acreage figure as a fraction of the project's total,
potential impact on agricultural land resources. A fraction of this figure has not yet determined
but should be determined by CHSRA and FRA, and be reimbursed to the local community of
Chowchilla. We ask that these very real impacts be identified, and that appropriate mitigation
provided in the Final SEIR.

Source: “High-speed Rail: Route Decision Disappoints Affected Farmers” by Christine Souza.
AgAlert Weekly Newspaper for California Agriculture. April 25, 2012.

P. Groundwater

46. The Draft SEIR/SEIS states there will be no impacts to groundwater. The City has no
surface water source and relies on groundwater. The City may in the future be required
to find new well sites outside the urban boundary and south and west of the proposed
Wrye rail alignments. We expect that the CHSRA/FRA will not allow excavation or
horizontal drilling beneath the rail line if water trunk lines are needed.
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47.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The City needs assurance/confirmation from CHSRA and
FRA that the water lines can be excavated when needed or that sleeves will be provided for said
water lines. Multiple sleeves should be installed and dedicated to ensure the lines can be installed
accordingly beneath the rail line during construction at various locations (preferably where
existing roadway intersect with the future High Speed Rail Line) to allow for future municipal
water lings. Alternatively, the CHSRA and FRA should participate in the cost of developing a
surface water alternative for the City. CHSRA shall coordinate with the City Public Works
Director and City Engineer to ensure the future infrastructure ‘sleeves’ are properly sized and the
Public Utility Easements are properly spaced and designed accordingly.

Access groundwater and recharge to preserve groundwater rights on lands acquired by
SRA and/or segmented by HSR facilities. Provide a mechanism to ensure that

groundwater ﬂghlx associated with acquired properties are sufficient for retaining local
access to gr and aquifer for regional water supply and groundwater recharge
needs.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Provide a mechanism to ensure that groundwater rights
assoctated with acquired properties are sufficient for retmining local access o groundwater and
aquifer for regional water supply and groundwater recharge needs.

Q. Schools

48.

The Draft SEIR has identified EJ-MM#1 as a mitigation measure to minimize
environmental justice impacts associated with the construction of the three alternatives
involving SR-152. E-MM#1 states the Authority would pursue the purchase of Fairmead
Elementary School ("Fairmead Elementary”) from the Elementary District, only after
Fairmead Elementary is closed and a new school is built in Chowchilla. EJ-MM#1 further
states that after such purchase, the Authority would transfer the school site to the County
of Madera ("County") for operation and maintenance as a commumity center for the
residents of Fairmead. E[MM#1 is inadequate for the reasons stated below. CEQA
requires that "mitigation measures must be fully enforceable through permit conditions,

, or other legally-binding instruments." (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §
15126.4(a)(2).) The purpose of this requirement is to ensure that feasible mitigation
measures will actually be implemented as a condition of development, and not merely
adopted and then disregarded. (Federation of Hillside and Canyon Associations v. City of Los
Angeles (2000) 83 Cal.App.4th 1252, 1261.) E]-MM#1 is insufficient because it lacks a
legally binding rent for its impl tation. EJ-MM##1 simply indicates that the
Authority will "pursuc” the purchase of Fairmead Elementary from the Elementary
District. Of course, "pursue” does not equal "purduse,” and thus, the measure does not
constitute a "fully enforceable” commitment. Similarly, E[-MM#1 states that the Authority
would "coordinate” with the County for identification of long-term funding mechanisms
for the operation, maintenance, and insurance of the community center. Again, this
"coordination” does not constitute an enforceable commitment. E]-MM#1 lacks sufficient
detail to support a finding that such measures "have been required in, or incorporated into,
the project” as required by Public Resources Code section 21081(a)(1).

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The Authority must reach a binding agreement with the
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49.

Elementary District for the purchase of the Fairmead Elementary site prior to approving the Final
SEIR/SEIS.

The Authority has identified various ic impacts to commmnity cohesion
resulting from construction activities themselves on any of the three SR-152 alternatives.
For example, the Authority notes that construction activities would "introduce a visible
and functional barrier that could deter neighbors from interacting, participating in
commumnity activities, and supporting each other, and could result in a perception by area
residents that they have been separate from their community." (pg. 5-32.) Additionally,
the SR-152 alternatives would create a permanent linear feature that would divide the
northern and southern portions of the commuumity, so that the residential northern part of
the commumity would be separated from both residents and commmmnity facilities located
south of Avenue 23. (pg. 5-33.) The long-term, permanent effect of the rail-on-berm
presence, as a physical and visual barrier, is of immense concern to the City of Chowchilla
and to the future of our schools, our children, and our way of life.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: Part of the remedy is to come to an agrecment with the
Elementary District prior to adoption of the Final SEIR/SEIS that ensures E[-MM#1 can be
implemented in a timely manner.

The California Education Code limits the amount of general obligation bonds that
elementary school districts may sell during any fiscal year to 1.25% of the total taxable
property within the school district. (Ed. Code, § 15102 and 15268.) Thus, a school district's
bonding capacity is directly tied to the total assessed value of property within its
boundaries. The Authority recognizes that the project would result in the acquisition and
displacement of residents, which would remove some private property from the local
property tax rolls and reduce the local property tax revenues available to school districts.
(See Impact SO #11.) However, the EIR fails to address how the net reduction in the
number of taxable properties within the Elementary District will also adversely impact
the Elementary District's future bonding capacity, and thus the Elementary District's
ability to maintain and construct school facilities for children in the commmanity.

Nexus/Mitigation/Corrective Action: The CHSRA and FRA should consider and address the level
of significance of the adverse impact to the El tary District's bonding capacity.

R. Conclusion

The Final SEIR/SEIS needs to recognize these impacts, the mitigation recommended here, and
provide for ongoing dialogue and agreements to address them before the Final SEIR/SEIS is
tified

The City of Chowrchilla City Council and residents of Chowchilla thank you for considering the
City of Chowchilla, C
facility or other future HSR facility’s generating future fulltime employment for the residents of
the City of Chowrchilla and the County of Madera. The City of Chowchilla will continue to work
collectively with the CHSRA, the State of California, and the FRA, on the HSR route alignment
that is supported by the local residents and by the previously approved Resolution Nes. 27-10,

of Madera, as a potential home for the HSR heavy maintenance
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81-15, and 25-16. It is imperative that suitable mitigati es be provided and an agreement

with CHSRA and the City of Chowchilla to off-set the impacts previously mentioned and within
this letter. Thank you for your awareness of the integral role our City plays in the success of HSR.

We sincerely appreciate your attention to our commitment to support the HMF site in Madera
County, consistent with previous requests, that aligns itself in close proximity to existing
transportation corridors, the rail alipnment, and which continues to provide for the protection of
valuable agricultural and industrial land of Madera County and the City of Chowchilla.

Rod C. Pruett, CPA
Interim City Administrator & Director of Finance
City of Chowrchilla

EXHIBIT A

California High-Speed Rail Authority August 2020
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This Settlement Agreement (. 1s made and entered into as of
January 23, 2013 (“Effective Date™) by and between Plaintiff/Petitioner CITY OF
CHOWCHILLA (the “City™) and Defendant/Respondent CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED
RAIL AUTHORITY (“HSRA”). The City and HSRA are collectively referred to as the
“Parties” and sometimes indlvidually referred to as a “Party.”

This Agreement memorializes tho understanding of the Parties and is
entered into by the Perties to fully resofve the following pending matter: City of
Chowchilla v. Calffornic High Speed Rail Authority (Sacramento County Superior Court
Case No. 34-2012-80001166) (filed June 1, 2012) (the “Chowehilla Lawsuit™).

RECITALS

A. M3 2012 HSRA, through lts Board of Directors and by means of a
saiesotmohmm, pummﬂwﬂwCahEmnthvummdQunﬁiym
 (Public Resources Code § 21000 ef seg.) (“CEQA™) the Final Environmental Impact
Report (“FEIR”) and approved a proposed project known as the Merced to Freano
Section of the High Speed Train System (the “Approved MF Project”). The approval
resolution did not include approval of high-speed train elements contained within the area
(*Wye Ares”) deplcted in the rectangular box shown in Figure 2 (attached hereto as
Attachment A) of Exhibit A to approval Resolution 12-20, which erea includes all of the
City limits, but rather specified that high-speed train elements in this area shall be carried
ﬁotwmﬂfwﬁnﬂietsmdymdmﬂydsmaﬁnheICEQAdocmnentnchesbmml
limited to the pending San Jose to Merced EIR.

B.  The first portion of the statewide system HSRA. intends to construct is
located generally between the Avenue 17/Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad track
mnwﬂmmofmmdeﬂnComanﬂeMCWCwmmm
Bmauf'ot"lCS”).

C, OnMay 3, 2012, the HSRA filed a Notice of Determination with the State
Clesringhouse in the Governot’s Office of Planning and Research.

: D. OnJupe 1,202, the City filed the Chowchilla Lawsuit, which consists of &
Petition for Writ of Mandate and (“Petition™) challenging HSRA’s approval of
the Approved MF Project under CEQA and alleging violations of the Bagley-Keens
Open Meeting Act (California Government Code Section 11120, ef seq). The City
requested under Public Resoirces Code Section 21167.6(g) that HSRA prepare the
administrative record (*Record”).

Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

E.  OnJune 1 and June 4, 2012, respectively, two other cases wers filed in
Smwmwmmmwwmmmm
of the same allegations and legal thecries as the Chowchilla Lawsuit — case numbers 34-
2012-80001165 and 34-2012-80001 168 (“Related Lawsuits”).

* F. By judicial order, ﬁe@owchiﬂnlmﬁtnﬂthek:ﬂndl.mﬂhm
consolidated in Department 29 for case management (including administrative record
matters), briefing and trial purposes only. A hearing on the merlts in the Chowchilla
Lawsuit and Related Lawsiits is scheduled for Apdl 19,2013, .

3. In2012, HSRA complsted and certified the Record and lodged it with
Depamnemw Theamﬂumemformecm\whﬂahwmdtmdﬂzm

H TbePstduNﬁhWbeﬁﬁéﬂﬂ_Mmmmlianﬂhm
served if the Chowchilla Lawsuit is diamissed, per the tarms of this Agreement.

AGREEMENT

NOW, THEREFORE, tnoomlderatim of the mutual promises and?orcovenmts
meMMMwmpwvaecm&mﬂmmw
and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows:

SOTPOrated
aboveis moorpomed Imembyreﬁmnoe and is mdepartofﬂﬂswmm&

No Admissions. All Parties understand and agree that nothing in this
w«mmmdmhmmnmahmasm
Mmofmmmwmm«dwmmquwmm
wlthHSRAsapprmalofﬂnAppwwd Project.

f Petiti Prejudice. Within ten (10) days after this
Agrwmumaﬂ.lﬂyexaomdbydlhrﬁes the City shall execute and file and serve a
dismissal of the Chowchilla Lawsuit in its entirety with prejudice (the “Dismissal”). The
Dismissal shall be in the exact form (exoépt the addition of  signature by someons
Mmcwmmmmmﬂmty)mmmmmmwmmm
incorporated herein as Attachment B, which form is acceptable to the Parties. HSRA
agrees to waive any effirmative defenses based on the fact of the City’s dismissal of the
Chowchilla Lawsuit in any future lawsuit filed by the City against any future CEQA
&mmmmewmmwmmhmﬂnwjmmmmm
- Approved MF Project approved on May 3, 2012 via HSRA Resolution 12-20, as
described in the FEIR. certified by the HSRA Board in Resolution 12-19. The City
reserves its rights as desoribed in paragraph 6 below,

August 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

4.1, HSRA acknowledges that the City is concerned that high-speed rail
elements within the Wye Area, once approved and constructed by HSRA and as
omﬁmeoﬂdheWhthCRyif&eelmmﬂﬁmhﬂemaﬁmemm
Avere 24, such as that depicted In Attachment A. HSRA acknowledges that such an
Avmeudmmwdwoaw“marﬂymmwmco&r
annexation and that it could have a negative economic impact on the City If it were
chosen as the preferred high-speed rail alignment because of the City's plan for a large
multi-use commercial, entertainment end industrisl development in the annexation area,
which could be negatively impeded by an Avenue 24 alignment. HSRA acknowledges
that this development i5 very important to the City. HSRA will consider these factors
when it determines whether an Avenue 24 alignment is feasible under CEQA.

42 HSRA acknowledges that the City is concerned that high-speed rail -

elements within the Wye Ares, once approved and constructed by HSRA and a3
npu'uionanwIdbeupmcepcablewmeCItyifﬂteelemmmdudemaﬁgnmemm
ﬂann{QnPnciﬁcISmRchonidwwﬁhlthChy,mdnﬂhndepiﬂedh k
HSRA acknowledges that the Union Pacific railroad tracks and State
" Route 99 already transect a near-center area of the City’s limits, which impedes
connectivity and cohesiveness. HSRA firther acknowledges that its preliminary estimate
of the cost of constructing high-speed rail infrastructure along & Union Pacific
railroad/State Route 99 ("UPRRISRDQ”}&[ismnmthalmoﬁhalfahﬂ]imdoﬂus(SA? -
Iﬁl]ion)mqmﬂmﬂnrmtmoﬂaxpmﬁumn;@kﬂﬂ??aﬂmﬁwﬂhﬁtbg%e
Area that HSRA currently is evaluating. HSRA will consider these factors when it
determines whether a UPRR/SR99 alignment is feasible under CEQA. The aftached map
umgmuwnmmmmwmmme

¢
carried forward for environmental evaluation, If the UPRR/SR99 alignment is selected -

mwmmmemwmmwmm_mmmmmmmm
Cﬂyhgoodﬁhhmaddrm‘&wﬁty’saboveimmﬂmﬁoﬂhappmmmmw
ameliorate those issues. N

43  HSRA agrees to consider in good faith the City's concems end
pomﬂdiamsmfomlnmecﬁonsd.lmduabwa,wﬂaecmmmdin E:
more detail in various communications to FISRA and as the City may further express as
HSRA’s development of al ives in-the Wye Area evolves, as eiternatives may be
dhnimudﬁomﬂmmmﬂm,mdinmﬁnmblysdwﬂneanaﬁm«uwiﬂﬁnﬂm
Wye Area. HSRA will not select an alignment in the Wye area solely based upon the
MayS,zonFMalEuvhomnmtﬂlmpactRepmt{“FEIM)WbyﬂmHSMBomﬂ
as Resolution 12-19, :

44 mmwmmmcmwmmmwpﬁm' :
cooperative agreements to address issues such as, but not limited to, wility relocations,
relocation assistance and the like, :

3 and Other Costs

5.1 HSRA agrees to pay the City related to the City's
attorney fees and costs incurred in connedtion with filing and pursuing the Chowchilla

Lawsuit. HSRA will make the payment after HSRA finalizes and certifios the CEQA’

document on the Wye Area and approves a Wye alignment and the statute of limitations
for 2 CEQA lawsuit challenging that CEQA. document bas run, HSRA will not make the
paymmifHBRAq:pomaWyemaﬂmmtmmdownmmcmdeaUPm?or
Avenue 24 alignment within City limits (Le., if HSRA avoids making & decislon that

would be unacceptable to the City) and the City sues HSRA anyway.

: 52  HSRA shall not pursie recovery from the City of any costs incurred:
by HSRA in its preparation of the Record or otherwise associated with the preparatica'of
the Record for the Chowchilla Lawsuit, By agreeing not to pursue recovery of such costs
from the City, HSRA. is not explicitly or impHcitly waiving its rights to seek recovery

from the petitioners and plaintiffs in the Related Lewsuits of the full amount of costs
HSRA incurred in preparing the Record.

6.  ReservatlonofRights Nothing in this Agreement, including the dismissal
dm&mmumﬁnﬂﬂimmdm&hchyhmwmm
obtain & remedy for, or in connection with, any fiiture approvals made by HSRA
mtmdingﬁw&anlosetoMemedSec&onERprmyBlRwoﬂmCBQAdocumemdm
is the basis for a selection of alignments by HSRA in the Wye Area. HSRA waives any
mm»mmwamwmmcmwmmwmmm
mnmmorcinhmwndhgﬁeﬂukumMemedSwdonBﬂlorwBlRoromﬁ
CEQA document that i3 the basis for a seleetion of alignments in the Wye Area, except to -
the extent the City relies on such arguments or claims in seeking to enjoin or obtain & writ
equivalent to an injunction stopping or suspending the ICS.

7. Notices. All notices, requests, demands, and other communications
mquiredmpmmihedunﬂermhwmahdlbeglminmiﬂubymgulumaﬂ.
overnight courier, facsimile, or as attachments to emails to:

Ifto HSRA:
California High Speed Rail Authority
Chief Counsel .

770 L Street, Suite 800

CA 95814
Phone: (916) 324-1541
Fax: (916) 322-0827
tfellenz(@hsr.ca.gov

California High-Speed Rail Authority

August 2020
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With a copy to!
James Andrew
Deputy Attorney General
1300 1 Street

P.O. Box 944255
Sacramento, CA. 94244
Phone: (916) 323-1722
Fax: (916) 327-2319

. AnGreWI gl i B0

Chowchilla, CA 93610

Phone: (559) 665-8615

Fax: (559) 665-7418

Email: mlewis@ci.chowchilla.ca.us

With a copy to:

Thomas Ebersole

Cota Cole LLP

* 730 North I Street, Suite 204
Madera, CA 93637

Phone: (559) 675-%006 -

Fax: (559) 675-9050

Emall; tebersole@cotalawfirm.com

ns. Bach of the Parties

8.1 The descrlptive headings and titles used in this Agreement are for
convendencé only and shall not affect the meaning of any provision of this Agreement,

82 Each Party to this Agroement has received independent legal advice
from its attarneys with respect to the advisability of making the settlement provided for
‘herein, and with respect to the advisability of executing this Agreement.

8.3 This Agreement contains all of the representations end the entire
understanding and Agreemient among the Parties with respect to the maiters described in

Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) - Continued

originated before the date of this Agreement are replaced in total by this Agreement
uﬂmoﬁuﬂsemlymdh‘ﬂﬂxam :

8.4  This Agreement may be modified or amended only by written
agreement executed by all of the Parties. )

8.5  Nothing in thls Agreement, express or implied, Is intended to confer

upon any persan, other than the Parties, any rights or benefits under or by reason of thia

Agreemment, There-are no third party beneficiaries of this Agreement.

8.6 Inany litigation between the Perties regarding this Agreement, the
prevailing party shall be entitled to recover, in addition to such other relief as may be
granted, its reasonable costs and expenses, inoluding reasonable altomeys’ fees and court
costs,

8.7  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed an original and all of which together shall constitute one
Agreement. One of more signatures on this Agreement may be executed and deliversd by
facsimile or by PDF or JPEQ attachment to an email, and each such signature shall ;
constitute an original and valid signature, This Agreement shall become effective
immediately following execution by all of the Parties on the latest date appearing below.

88  Ifanyterm, provision, covenant, or candition of this Agreement is
held by & court of competent jurisdiction to be lavalid, void, or unenforceable, the Partics
Mmmdmwmglmuxemwﬁmm;wmmma
this Agreement in a manner consistent with the ruling of the Court. -

. 89  The individuals signing this Agreement on behalf of each Party
represent and warsant that they bave full suthority and are duly suthorized to do 80 on
behalf of the Party they represent. o o

8.10 The Parties shall cooperate to ensure that the steps neccesexy to

implement this Agreement are carrled out. The Parties to this Agreement agree to execute

eny further documentation that may be required to carry out the purpose of this

Agreement and perfoirm all acts necessary to effectuate the provisions of this Agreement,
If any dispute related to the terms of this agresment arise between or amang the Parties,
the Parties will first meet and discuss the dispute in good faith in an attempt to resolve it.

8.11 mmwmwcmhmwmmedy :

for enforcerent of this Agreement.

August 2020
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The Pexties shall endeavor to have the tetms of this Agreemment
imorpumd into & judgment, but this Agresment Is valid and binding even if 8 judgment
" cannot be obtained despite the best effurts of the Parties.

Dated: January 22,2013 CITY OF CHOWCHILLA, & California
= v: B

AUTHORITY, a California State Agency

gt

Deatod:  Jamary 29,2013 _ CALIPORNIA HIGH SPEED RALL

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Dated;  Januery 24, 2013

Dated:  January 22013

. c Attormey
City of Chowhilla

California High-Speed Rail Authority

August 2020
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Response to Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019)

296-560 296-565

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 177 Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 182

296-561 296-566

Please refer to the responses to submissions MF2-247, comment 178 and MF2-249, As set forth in TR-IAMF#1, prior to construction, the contractor will provide a
comment 304. No further revisions to mitigation measures are required. photographic survey, documenting the condition of the public roadways that would

provide access to the project area for trucks. Following construction, the contractor will
be responsible for repairing structural damage to the roadways to retum them to pre-

296-562 construction condition or better. The contractor will be required to submit a before-and-

Please refer to the response to submissions MF2-245, comment 146 and MF2-247, after road conditions report to the Authority for review. This will ensure that the project

comment 179. will not result in deterioration on local sireets and rural roads from use by construction
traffic.

Also refer to CVY-Response-GENERAL-7, Relationship Between the Merced to Fresno

Final EIR/EIS and Central Valley Wye Final Supplemental EIR/EIS Documents. As required by TR-IAMF#2, during final design, the project contractor will prepare a
detailed CTP, which will describe protection of public roadways during construction;
sequencing construction operations, temporary closures, and detours; provisions for off-
street parking for constructionrelated vehicles as well as parking during special events;

296-563 maintenance of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access; and restrictions on construction
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 180. hours and truck routes. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be developed and
implemented in close consultation with affected junisdictions, offering ample opportunity

296-564 for local junsdictions’ concerns to be understood and incorporated. In addition, specific
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 181. traffic control plans will be prepared during each phase of construction.
Section 3.11.6.3 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS provides an analysis of temporary, As stated on page 3.2-13, and in several impact discussions, the Authority will continue
permanent, and continuous interference with emergency response times for each of the to coordinate with local jurisdictions, including the Chowchilla Department of Public
Central Valley Wye alternatives (please refer to Impact SS#1, Impact SS#2, and Impact Works, through final design to identify construction impacts, mitigation requirements,
SS#8). Sufficient access would be provided, and none of the alternatives would be facility designs, traffic control plans, and construction monitoring activities.
expected to affect the ability of local junisdictions to meet response time goals, affect
service ratios, or affect other performance objectives for emergency services. Grade-
separated interchanges proposed as part of the Central Valley Wye altematives would
provide a benefit by reducing traffic delay at current at-grade intersections and would
provide direct access for emergency responders across the HSR right-of-way.

August 2020 Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Continued

296-567
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 184.

Please also note that local government land use plans are not applicable to the HSR
project because the HSR project is a state project, and, as such, is not subject to local
govemment’s jurisdictional issues of land use. Additionally, because long-term land use
planning needs in the city of Chowchilla must consider circumstances beyond the
proposed project, the Authority respectfully declines the request for funding to support
such updates.

296-568

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 185.

As stated on page 3.2-13, and in several impact discussions, the Authority will continue
to coordinate with local jurisdictions, including the Chowchilla Department of Public
Works, through final design to identify construction impacts, mitigation requirements,
facility designs, traffic control plans, and construction monitoring activities.

296-569
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 186.

296-570
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 187

The transportation impact analysis reviewed both the temporary and permanent
proposed roadway closures and modifications, including grade separations, that would
be caused by the Central Valley Wye altematives to determine possible traffic rerouting.
This analysis was completed for the cumrent (15 percent) level of design; final design of
the roadways and interchanges will occur at a later stage in the process (refer to Section
3.2.4 3, page 3.2-13). The Authority has coordinated with and will continue fo coordinate
with Caltrans and local jurisdictions regarding potential impacts on roadways. The
comments on roadway connections are noted.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

296-571

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 188.

296-572

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-147, comment 189.

As stated on page 3.2-13, and in several impact discussions, the Authority will continue
to coordinate with local junisdictions, including the Chowchilla Department of Public
Works, through final design to identify construction impacts, mitigation requirements,
facility designs, traffic control plans, and construction monitoring activities.

296-573

The Authority is committed to reducing the potential for interruptions for residences,
businesses, schools, and emergency vehicles during construction activities. As required
by TR-IAMF#1 and TR-IAMF#2, the project contractor will protect public roadways
during construction and prepare a detailed CTP, which will describe construction
phasing and schedules; provisions to minimize access disruptions for residents,
businesses, delivery vehicles, and buses to the extent practicable; and the protection of
public roadways during construction. As set forth in TR-IAMF#2, the CTP would be
developed and implemented in close consultation with affected junsdictions, offering
ample opportunity for local jurisdictions’ concems to be understood and incorporated.
The request for funding is noted.

296-574

The Authority has coordinated with and will continue to coordinate with Caltrans and
local jurisdictions regarding potential impacts on roadways. Your comments on roadway
connections are noted.

296-575

Please refer to the response to submissions MF2-247, comment 193 and MF2-247,
comment 194

August 2020
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Response to Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) -

Continued

296-576

A detailed discussion of wind-induced dust related to HSR travel was provided in the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS on page 3.14-27, under the subheading Impact AG#T:
Wind-Induced Effects. As discussed therein, “.._.an HSR train traveling at 220 mph would
generate a wind gust up to 22 mph lasting less than 1 second at a distance of
approximately 10 feet from the train tracks. Wind speed is estimated at approximately 3
mph at the edge of the HSR right-of-way.” As stated on page 3.3-35 under the
subheading Meteorological Conditions, mean wind speeds in the project vicinity typically
range from 5 to 8 miles per hour. Given that train-induced wind speeds would be less
than the mean ambient wind speed at the edge of the HSR nght-of-way, impacts related
to train-induced fugitive dust generation would be less than significant.

Construction of new railroad and grade separation improvements would have no
material effect on local climate conditions.

In response to the recent Sierra Club v. County of Fresno decision, the air quality
discussion in this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS has been expanded to include a
discussion of health risks related to criteria pollutant emissions.

Sensitive Receptors were identified in Table 3.3-5 on page 3.3-35 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS. Localized impacts on these sensitive receptors were evaluated
under subsection Impact AQ#6: Temporary Direct Impacts on Air Quality - Localized
Health Impacts, starting on page 3.3-64. As disclosed therein, localized construction
emissions impacts on sensitive receptor locations would be less than significant.

Projects whose net construction- and operations-period criteria pollutant emissions fall
below General Conformity de minimis levels are deemed to conform to the State
Implementation Plan. With respect to the proposed project, the Authority has entered
into an MOU with the SJVAPCD to offset project construction emissions to zero via
SJVAPCD's Voluntary Emission Reduction Agreement program. As such, project
construction emissions would be offset to zero. A copy of this MOU has been included
as an attachment to this Final Supplemental EIR/EIS.

With respect to long-term project operations, the proposed project would result in a net
reduction in all criteria pollutant emissions, as detailed in the Draft Supplemental

August 2020

296-576

EIR/EIS in Table 3.3-19 on page 3.3-66. As such, the proposed project would not
impede the region’s ability to demonstrate conformity under the federal Clean Air Act.
Additional requirements to demonstrate federal Clean Air Act conformity are not
required.

296-577

The decrease and increase in noise from accelerating and decelerating between 150
miles per hour and 220 miles per hour would be negligible given the electric operating
technology. There would be no change in the conclusions regarding noise effects.

Typically, only vibrations caused by earthquakes have the potential to affect water wells.
This is because an earthquake can shift the well pipe at its connecting joints or break
the pipe welding at the connecting joints. Because vibration from trains can only travel
efficiently along the ground surface, the trains are typically not capable of generating
sufficient vibration to dislocate the well pipe.

296-578

Please refer to the analyses in Section 3.12 regarding socioeconomic impacts generally
and Chapter 5 for the assessment of effects on identified minority and low-income
communities. In addition, please also refer to the related responses to submission MF2-
247, comments 212, 222, and 228.

296-579

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 202.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Response to Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) -

Continued

296-580
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 308.

The comment is noted. The Authority will continue to engage with the community of
Fairmead regarding proposed construction timing and coordination with pending city
projects. During the next project design phase, the Authority will develop a process by
which local agencies can coordinate with the Authority regarding utility facility right-of-
way access needs. The comment does not introduce any new environmental issue.

296-581

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 218.

296-582
Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-245, comments 205 and 115.

296-583

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-245 comment, 115 and submission
MF2-247, comment 206.

296-584

Please refer to the response to submissions MF2-247, comment 207 and MF2-247,
comment 208.

296-585
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 208.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

296-586

The simulations for every KVP are not included in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. The
simulation for KVP 10, looking from SR 152 toward Chowchilla, under the SR 152
(North) to Road 13 Wye Altemative may be found in the Merced to Fresno Project
Section Central Valley Wye Aesthetics and Visual Resources Technical Report as
Figure 6-6, KVP 10, SR 152 near Road 17%2. The tree line and various buildings are still
visible from the highway. Views of the same are also visible, to a lesser degree, in the
simulation for the SR 152 (North) to Road 19 Wye Alternative, shown in the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS on Figure 3.16-25. The statement regarding the relative visual
impacts of the altematives in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS is correct. The statement
that visual effects will have adverse economic effects is highly speculative and
unsupported.

AVR-IAMF#1, Design Standards, and AVR-IAMF#2, Context Sensitive Solutions,
explain the process whereby the Authority and local jurisdictions will develop aesthetic
treatments, including landscaping, to visually integrate the HSR infrastructure with the
local aesthetic.

Aesthetic and Visual Resources mitigation measures AVR-MM#4 and AVR-MM#5
describe actions that will be undertaken by the Authority to address ongoing
maintenance of landscaping and structures. These measures include commitments to
initial landscape installation, irrigation, and maintenance.

296-587

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 210.

296-588

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 211.
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Response to Submission 296 (Akami Yang, On Behalf of City of Chowchilla, October 28, 2019) -

Continued

296-589
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 212

In accordance with Section 15064(e) of the CEQA Guidelines, “economic and social
changes resulting from a project shall not be treated as significant effects on the
environment.” Accordingly, the purported impacts related to “loss of our way of life, the
loss of generational legacy™ that the commenter noted would not be considered
environmental impacts under CEQA.

296-590

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 215.

296-591
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 214.

296-592

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 215 as well as CVY-
Response-GENERAL-2: Alternatives Analysis and Selection for CVY.

296-593
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 216.

296-594
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 217

August 2020

296-595

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 218.

Please also note that local government land use plans are not applicable to the HSR
project because the HSR project is a state and federal govemment project, and, as
such, is not subject to local governments’ jurisdictional issues of land use. The request
for funding is noted, though as the preemptive State agency, the Authority respectfully
declines this request. However, the Authority will incorporate a formal process by which
local agencies may request to install utilities underneath the right-of-way where
necessary and justified by local agencies. This formal process will be codified during the
next design phase, which will establish a means by which local utilities may work with
the Authority for such utility planning activities.

296-596

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 219.

296-597

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 220.

296-598

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 220.
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As described on page 3.18-21 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the Authority is
committed to helping lower-income persons, persons receiving public assistance, single
parents, persons with no high school or General Education Development diploma, and
those who suffer from chronic unemployment compete for available jobs. In addition,
through the Community Benefits Agreement, the Authority requires each prime
contractor of an awarded construction package to commit 30 percent of all construction
dollars to hiring small businesses, with separate goals for hiring disadvantaged and
disabled-veteran businesses.

With respect to the suggestion about implementing a formal economic impacts
mitigation measure, the impact discussions referenced in the response to submission
MF2-245, comment 124, fully represent the potential economic impacts that could occur
as a result of construction and operation of the Central Valley Wye alternatives. The
measures described would provide fair compensation in areas where the impacts would
not be otherwise outweighed by the local and regional benefits of the HSR project.

The Authority respectfully disagrees with the assertion that the Authonty needs to
“comply with its CEQA obligations to implement feasible mitigation measures.” As
described earlier in this response, the potential economic and employment impacts are
fully and adequately represented in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS. Furthermore, in
accordance with Section 15064(e) of the CEQA Guidelines, “economic and social
changes resulting from a project shall not be treated as significant effects on the
environment.” Accordingly, the purported impacts that the commenter identifies would
not be identified as a potentially significant and therefore would not require mitigation
under CEQA.

Lastly, although some individuals may experience indirect employment changes as a
result of construction of the HSR project, the region as a whole would experience
economic benefits and employment opportunities from construction and operation of the
HSR project, as described in response to submission MF2-245, comment 124.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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As described in Impact SO#15, Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax
Revenues from Property Acquisition, on pages 3.12-63 and 3.12-64, and in Impact
S0#21, Permanent Impacts on County and City Property Tax Revenues from Changes
in Property Values, on pages 3.12-69 and 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS,
the Authority acknowledges that there would be some decrease in property tax revenues
as a result of construction of the Central Valley Wye altemnatives. However, the loss
would represent a small percentage of the total tax revenues collected by the counties.
In addition, the loss in property tax revenues would be partially offset by anticipated
increases in sales tax revenues (described in Impact SO#22, Permanent Impacts on
Sales Tax Revenues, on page 3.12-70 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS).
Furthermore, as described on page D-11 in Appendix 3.12-D, Economic Effects on
School Districts, of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the regional benefits of the HSR
project could increase property values in some areas of the San Joaquin Valley as a
result of the region’s increased connectivity to the rest of the state, partially
counteracting some of the decrease in local property tax revenues.

296-601

Please refer to Standard Response: CVY-Response-GENERAL-4: Heavy Maintenance
Facility.

296-602

Please refer to submission MF2-247, comment 227 .

296-603

Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-247, comment 220, regarding the
proposed industrial park, and submission MF2-247, comment 228, regarding property
values in Chowchilla. Additionally, please refer to CVY-Response-S0-01: HSR Project
Will Lower Property Values Due to Nearby Alignment.

296-604

Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-243, comment 94, regarding Section
3.12, Agricultural Farmland, and submission MF2-245, comment 124.
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The comment is not challenging any specific assertion of the Draft Supplemental
EIS/EIR, but is rather making a speculative case about the city of Chowchilla’s possible
future water needs.

During the next project design phase, the Authority will develop a process by which local
agencies can coordinate with the Authority regarding utility facility right-of-way access
needs. The comment does not introduce any new environmental issue.

While the Authonty is sympathetic to the concems expressed in the comment, the
comment is beyond the scope of the proposed project. There is no clear nexus between
the project’s footprint through the city of Chowchilla and the request for participation in
the cost of developing a surface water altemative source.

296-606
Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-247, comments 232 and 233.

296-607
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 234.

296-608

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-247, comment 235.

296-609
Please refer to the response to submittal MF2-247, comment 236.
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Attached is a comment letter on behalf of Chowchilla Elementary School District.
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James Traber

520 Capitol Mall

Suite 400

Sacramento, CA 95814-4713

Direct: (316) 604-3083

Mobile: (916) 591-7751

Phone: (916) 443-0000

Fax: (916) 443-0030

Email: jtraber@f3law_com<mailto:jtraber@f3law.com>
Web: www_f3law_com<http/fwww f3law.com>

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

—
O
[l | F2gen Friedman & Fulfrost LLp

520 Capitol Mall, Suie 400
Sacramento, CA 55814

Main: 916-443-0000 James Traber
Fax; 916-443-0030 Direct Dial: {516) 604-3083
www [3law.com Jrater@Eiaw.com

QOctober 28, 2019

Via U.S. Mail and E-Mail
CentralValley. Wye@hsr.ca.gov

Attn: Draft Supplemental EIS/EIR for the
Merced to Fresno Project Section
California High-Speed Rail Authority
770 L Street, Suite 620 MS-1

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Chowchilla tary School Dis *s Comments on the Draft Supplemental
EIS/EIR for the Merced to Fresno Section

To Whom it May Concern:

We act as general counsel to the Chowchilla Elementary School District (“District™). On behalf of

the District, we are writing to provide these comments in response to the Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental [mpact Statement (*EIS"™) for the Merced to Fresno
Section of the Califomia High-Speed Rail Project (“Project™). The District objects to the Project,
and requests that the California High-Speed Rail Authority (“Authority’), as lead agency, consider
and address the environmental impacts as discussed herein in order to adequately comply with the
National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA™).

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE TO RECIPIENT(S): This e-mail communication and any attachment(s) may
contain information that is confidential andfor privileged by law and is meant solely for the intended recipient(s).
Unauthorized use, review, duplication, disclosure or interception of this e-mail is strictly prohibited and may
violate applicable laws including the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you received this e-mail in error
please notify us immediately of the error by return e-mail and please delete this message and any

attachment(s) from your system. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Background
Attachments : 10.28.19 CESD Comment letter Draft Supplement EIS EIR for Merced to
Fresno_pdf (1 mb) The District notes that it owns a property within approximately 300 feet of the Project's footprint

whereupon both a preschool ("Fairmead Head Start") and an Elementary School ("Fairmead
Elementary") operate. These sensitive receptors are located adjacent to various farming operations
which themselves create an environment containing dust and fumes at higher levels than normal
for this community. Additionally, under the District's bussing program, students are transported to
schools based on their grade level as opposed to their neighborhood. A significant number of the
District's students use school busses, and thus road closures and changes in transportation routes
have a significant effect on a large number of students and parents, as well as the District itself.

FRESMO = INLAND EMPIRE + LOS ANGELES » OAKLAND « SACRAMENTOD » SAN DIEGD
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Legal Standard

Under NEPA, the requirement that agencies prepare an environmental impact statement (“EIS™)
considering the environmental impacts of a proposed action and evaluating alternatives to the
proposed action before the agency takes major action significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment serves two important functions: (1) it ensures that the agency, in reaching its
decision, will have available, and will carefully consider, detailed information concerning
significant environmental impacts, and (2) it also guarantees that the relevant information will be
made available to the larger audience that may also play a role in both the decision making process
and the implementation of that decision. (Rags Over the Arkansas River, Inc. v. Bureau of Land
Management (D. Colo. 2015) 77 F. Supp. 3d 1038.)

NEPA requires that an agency fairly evaluate environmental consequences of a project and, in so
doing, that it discuss a mitigation plan in sufficient detail to demonstrate that the agency took a
hard look at the impact of a project. (See 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-4347; West Branch Valley Flood
Protection Ass'nv. Stone, (1993), 820 F. Supp. 1.)

Under the regulations implementing the NEPA EIS requirement, an agency must discuss
mitigation measures in sufficient detail to ensure that environmental consequences have been fairly
evaluaied. (42 U.S.C. §4332;40 C.FR. §§ 1502.14(), 1502.16(h); Werlands Water Dist. v. U.S.
Dept, of Interior, (Cal. 2004) 376 F.3d 853.) Doing so helps to ensure that the agency has taken a
“hard look™ at the environmental consequences of its proposed action. (Jd) Implicit in NEPA’s
requirement that an EIS include a detailed statement regarding any adverse environmental effects
that cannot be avoided is the understanding that the EIS will discuss the extent to which steps can
be taken to mitipate adverse environmental consequences; omission of a reasonably complete
discussion of possible mitigation measures would undermine the action-forcing function of NEPA
and prevent the agency and interested parties from properly evaluating severity of adverse effects.
(National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, § 102(2)(C)(ii); 42 US.C. § 4332(2)(C)ii); Laguna
Greenbell, Inc. v. U.S. Dept. of Transp., (Cal. 1994) 42 F3d 517.)

d Related

ions of the EIS Fail to Ensure that Environmental

a. EL-MM#] Commits The Profect to the Purchase of Fairmead Elementary

The Authority has identified EJ-MM#1 as a mitigatic;n measure to minimize impacts
associated with the construction of the three alternatives involving SR-152 (“Central
Valley Wye Alternatives™) that would pass through the community of Fairmead.

As acknowledged in the EIS, Fairmead Elementary is one of a limited number of locations
that serves as one of the Fairmead community’s only gathering places. (See EIS, Chapter
5. Section 5.4.1.2.) The school is “an important meeting place for community members

August 2020
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after school hours and hosts meetings of Fairmead Community and Friends, a citizen-
organized group that advocates for community improvements,” (/d)

The EIS also notes that construction of the Central Valley Wye Alternatives would result
in temporary and permanent adverse impacts on the community cohesion of Fairmead. (Jd
at Section 5.6.3.1.) Community Cohesion is defined as “the degree to which residents have
a sense of belonging to their neighborhood, a level of commitment to the community, or
an association with neighbors, groups, and institutions, usually as a result of continued
association over time.” (ld) Specifically, the Authority acknowledges in the EIS that
construction activities for the Central Valley Wye Alternatives, which would occur over a
1- to 3-year period at any given location, would introduce a visible and functional barrier
that could deter neighbors from interacting, participating in community activities, and
supporting each other, and could result in a perception by area residents that they have been
separated from their community. (/d.)

Under EI-MM#1, the Authority committed to the purchase of Fairmead Elementary from
the District. EJ-MM#1 anticipates such purchase affer Fairmead Elementary is closed and
the Elementary District builds a new school in Chowchilla. (fd (emphasis added).) Under
EI-MM#1, after the purchase, the Authority would transter the school site to the County
of Madera for operation and maintenance as a community center for the residents of
Fairmead. (Id)

The EIS notes that the purchase of Fairmead Elementary would provide residents a
permanent meeting place for community gatherings and events. (/d) The EIS further notes
that this mitigation measure, in conjunction with EI-MM#2, provision of water and sewer
service for the Fairmead community, would reduce the adverse impacts on community
cohesion from construction of any of the three SR 152 alternatives,

EJ-MM#1 Improperly Conditions The Need to Mitigate Impacts On the Closure of the
School (Instead of the Impl; tation of the Project)

As discussed above, EJ-MM#1 anticipates that HSR would purchase the Fainnead Site
afer it is vacated by the District, but also provides that if the District does not vacate the
site, no mitigation will be necessary. To be clear, the impact on community cohesion is
being created by the Project, and not the school closure. The closure of the school affects
only the availability of one possible mitigation measure, and does not dictate whether there
is a significant impact on the environment.

For example, regardless of the closure of Fairmead Elementary, the EIS recognizes that,
“[clonstruction of any of the SR 152 alternatives would have localized temporary impacts
on noise, visual quality, and transportation, which could, in turn, have implications on
community cohesion and social engagement in Fairmead.” (Section 5.6.3.1.) As addressed
above, the EIS also states that conmstruction activities for the Central Valley Wye
Alternatives would introduce a visible and functional barrier and could, among other
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impacts, result in a perception by area residents that they have been separated from their
community. (fd.)

The EIS assumes that if the District retains the Fairmead Site, it will satisfy the need to
mitigate the impact on community cohesion. This assumption is improper because there
is nothing securing the Fairmead Site for long-term or interim community use. The EIS
should contain a more thorough and meaningful study of the short and long term measures
needed (and options available) to mitigate the impact on community cohesion. Potential
alternative measures and related considerations include:

s the construction of a new and stand-alone cormmunity center;
s ajoint use agreement with the District for community use of Fairmead Elementary

(which could include a lease of a portion of the site and/or site improvements to
provide a space specific to community use);

leleasehack i

tion whereby the Authority agrees to purchase Fairmead
Elememxry and lease it back to the District until the District relocates (allowing for
community use of the site during the leaseback period). This seems to be
anticipated on page 8-16, but the parameters of the duration and type of community
use are not meaningfully explored.

Further Study (dAnd A Supplemental EIR/EIS}) Would Be Needed to Analyze Other
Mitigation Options and Their Effects

Although EJ-MM#1 commits the Authority to purchasing Fairmead Elementary, we
understand that the Authority has recently been also considering the construction of a new
Community Center in Fairmead. Of course, this would be a departure from the long-
standing conversations between the Authority and the District and would directly conflict
with the content of the current EIR/EIS.

Whereas EJ-MM#!l would have required the purchase of Fairmead Elementary, the

- abandonment of that mitigation measure would mean that the Project's transportation,

noise, and dust impacts on the Fairmead Elementary site would Tast much longer than
initielly anticipated by the District.

If a new Community Center is to be constructed to mitigate the impacts of the Project, that
action would itself create significant environmental impacts thet should have been
considered as part of the overall impacts of this Project within this EIS. Further study
would be needed to evaluate the impacts of the construction of a new Community Center,
as well as the longer-term impacts of the Project on the Fairmead Elementary and the
families that attend there.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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The EIS Fails to Adeguately Address the Impaets on  Air Quality, Noise

Transportation, and Future Bonding Capacity and Mitigation Measures Regarding
the Same.

A key requirement under NEPA is the analysis of a project’s environmental impacts.
Under NEPA, the envirc tal co tion of an EIS must discuss direct and
indirect impacts of the proposed pmject (40 C.F.R. § 1502.16(a)-(b)). The NEPA
regulations define “effects™ as “direct effects, which are caused by the action and occur at .
the same time and place” (40 C.F.R. § 1508.8(a)). Indirect effects include effects “later in
time or farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable” (40 C.F.R. §
1508.8(b)).

Further, mitigation measures discussed in an EIS must cover the range of impacts of the
proposal. Mitigation must be considered even for impacts that by themselves
would not be considered “significant.” (40 C.F.R. § 1502.16(h); CEQ, “Forty Most Asked
Questions Conceming CEQ’s National Environmental Policy Act Regulations,” Answer
to Question 19a.) Once the proposal itself is considered as a whole to have significant
effects, all of its specific effects on the environment, whether or not “significant,” must be
considered, and mitigation measures must be developed where it is feasible to do so. (/d.)
If an agency does not adopt feasible mitigation measures in an EIS, it must justify its
decision. (CEQ and State of California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research,
“NEPA and CEQA: Integrating Federal and State Environmental Reviews,” Section 7.)

Here, the EIS fails to satisfy NEPA requirements by failing to evaluate the effects and
related mitigation measures with respect to quality, noise and vibration, transportation, and
future bonding capacity impacts that would affect the District if the Project or any of the
SR-152 alternatives are approved.

2 Air Quality Impacts

The Authority ackmowledges that students attending Fairmead Elementary and
Fairmead Head Start are considered sensitive receptors. The EIS addresses impacts to
students’ air quality as a result of emissions from construction activities and ultimately
concludes that such emissions and pollutants will not exceed applicable U.S. National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (“NAAQS™) and California Ambient Air Quality
Standards (“CAAQS™). (See Appendix 3.12F). The EIS also concludes that with
mitigation measures, the impacts would be less than significant based on the reduction
of pollutant emissions. (page 3.3-49).

The EIS fails to meaningfully consider and address the impacts on air quality from the

operation of a high-speed rail in such close proximity to Fairmead Elementary and
Fairmead Head Start, Despite acknowledging that these sites, containing children, are
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only 300-400 feet away from the project footprint, there is no analysis of the actual
effects of the Project on these particular sites.

The data reviewed is from 2013 to 2015, which is too old to account for current
environmental conditions. Moreover, the air quality monitoring stations that form the
basis for the EIS' analysis are too far away from these sensitive receptors to provide
meaningful data about the impact of the Project on these sensitive receptors.

The reality is that the farming operations near these sites create pre-existing dust and
fumes that are not accounted for in the analysis. This dust and fumes will undoubtedly
be recirculated and pushed toward the schools by the train, which will be traveling at
high speeds, sometimes more than ten times per day, within a few hundred feet.

The District serves students with special needs and respiratory health conditions, yet
no analysis is offered regarding the effect of air guality on these sites specifically. The
use of broad regional data masks the reality that the students on these sites will suffer
from decreased air quality during construction and operation of the Project.

The District believes that the high speed rail operating so close to the campus would
result in decreased air quality due to increased particulates of dust, pollen, etc. being
stirred up as the train passes by at a high speed. The District believes that to maintain
acceptable indoor air guality at the campus for young children and those with
respiratory conditions it would need to replace upgrade and replace HVAC filters more
frequently, and replace of all of its HVAC units with units that have larger fan sizes to
accommodate the higher static pressures needed to force air through these high density
filters. The District obtained a quote to perform this work which totaled $540,000. The
District does not currently have a funding source for these improvements, which means
the learning environment in this community would be negatively impacted.

b. Noise Impacts

The EIS also addresses noise impacts on the school site from construction and operation
activities of the Central Valley Wye Alternatives. (See Appendix 3.12-F.) The EIS
acknowledges that Fairmead Elementary is considered a noise-sensitive receptor,
however, the EIS concludes that, by complying with certain Federal Transit
Administration (“FTA™) and Federal Railroad Administration (“FRA™) guidelines,
noise impacts would be minimized for noise-sensitive receptors at the Fairmead
Elementary during construction, and that construction and operational noise would not
exceed FTA/FRA thresholds at Fairmead Elementary.

However, the EIS uses baseline noise data from measurements taken almost ten years
ago. (p. 3.4-12). Despite acknowledging an increase in traffic volume, inherently
acknowledging that some property uses are no longer agricultural, the EIS concludes,

October 28, 2019
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without any further or current testing, that measurements taken hetween 2010 and 2012
are sufficient to analyze background noise.

Additionally, despite the Wye spanning many miles of area and traversing many
different land uses and traffic patterns, the EIS appears to base its conclusions on a
handful of measurements. Each area will of course have its own factors that affect
noise measurement, and by using such a small number of measurements, the EIS cannot
possibly account for the true baseline of noise for any particular area. Essentially, the
EIS takes a small "sample” of the impacts (which may or may not be representative)
and applies those conclusions as though they apply to all areas within the Resource
Study Area. In light of the sensitive nature of the school sites, and the children that
attend, a specific study should be applied to the school sites, rather extrapolating
assumptions from old and nonspecific data.'

The EIS admits that noise impacts during construction will be significant, but also
asserts that the impacts will be reduced to less than significant levels for all Wye
alternatives. The EIS further finds that operations noise will not be significant.
Without any evidence specifically smdying these sites, it is impossible to reasonably
conclude that the construction of various roadway improvements and a high speed rail
will have no effect on a school site within 400 feet of the construction. Similarly,
without any specific evidence analyzing these sites, it is not possible to reasonably
conclude that a train traveling at speeds 100-200 mph will have no sound effect on
schools within 300-400 feet. These EIS' noise analysis conclusions are based on
assumptions extrapolated from outdated data that does not accurately represent baseline
conditions at these school sites.

Contrary to the conclusions in the EIS, the District believes that operation of any of the
Central Valley Wye Alternatives are likely to have an impact on the leaming
environment of Fairmead Flementary and Fairmead Head Start. In order to reduce
operational impacts to Fairmead Elementary, including abatement of noise and
vibrations that would result from the Project, the District anticipates needing to replace
all of the windows at the school site with durable, double-paned glass. The District has
determined that such replacement would cost the District at least $213,000 which is a
significant cost to the District.

Additionally, the District believes a sound barrier should be constructed to shield the
students in these classrooms from the sound that will be generated by the construction
and operation of the Project. The EIS does not analyze the potential benefits or costs
of a sound barrier in this location, instead, without any analysis it improperly concludes
sound barriers are not proposed because they are not required under the Authority's

! Also, it is unclear whether the noise baseline analy

1 is that di d on p. 3.4-21, or the more general measure

discussed at p. 3.4-3.
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guidelines, This blanket deferral to self-created "guidelines" avoids meaningful
analysis and deprives the Authority and the District of meaningful data about the
potential benefits of sound barriers in specific locations where they might be warranted.

c. Ti tion [ ts

The Authority acknowledges that construction of road overcrossings associated with
the Central Valley Wye Alternatives could affect school bus transportation routes for
Fainmead Elementary. (See Appendix 3.12-F.) It also acknowledges that, . . .operating
school buses to take children to and from school every day is a key expense for school
districts, Fuel costs are directly related to the distance traveled by the buses on their
routes.” (Jd)

The EIS provides that any penmanent route changes required by road closures that
would be associated with the SR-152 alternatives would be identified as the Authority
completes the final design of the preferred alternative. (/) The District believes that
a thorough analysis of these impacts should be performed now.

The EIS further notes that this “should allow Fairmead Elementary School sufficient
time to evaluate their existing routes and make any necessary adjustments. Because
the Fairmead Elementary School would not be physically affected by the [SR-152
alternatives], buses can be rerouted to continue to provide service and no permanent
impacts on the ability of route buses to pick up children would be expected.” (Jd) As
to mitigation measures, the EIS concludes that, “[a]l] construction and operations
impacts would be minimized or avoided. No mitigation measures are required.” (Jd.)

The EIS arrives at the cursory conclusion that because Fairmead Elementary will be
able to change transportation routes, Fairmead Elementary transportation routes would
not be permanently impacted because alternative bus routes could be utilized to
continue providing transportation services to children. This is not true.

In addition to being based on outdated baseline data from 2012 and 2013, the foregoing
generalized statements are made without any input from the District. These statements
are not based on evidentiary support or analysis of any particular bus route, and do not
account for a comprehensive picture of the transportation impacts on the District.

As detailed on Exhibit A, the District performed a meaningful and specific analysis of
the transportation impacts of the Project on the District and its school bus operations.
As a starting point, it should be noted that unlike some schools, the District's school
sites are based on grade level (and not neighborhood). As a result, the omission of all
of the District's other schools from the analysis in the EIS (including table 3.2-9)
renders the EIS' analysis incomplete. All of the District's bus routes will be affected
and should be included in this analysis.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Moreover, because some students need transportation at the mid-day point, the
District's bus routes are run a minimum of three times per day. As noted on Exhibit A,
there are at least 13 road closures and similar traffic changes created by the Project that
will cause school bus "turnarounds” and "backtracks." The Projeet will also create the
need for two new bus routes. Further, the Project will add a net 400 miles per day, and
72,400 miles per year in total school bus travel.

The foregoing evidence contradicts the EIS conclusion that "operations of the Central
Valley Wye alternatives are not anticipated to generate any additional traffic..." (p.
3.2-12). The changes in bus routes described above, will have reverberating traffic
effects throughout the community, and should be carefully analyzed. The wear on local
roads will be increased, and the emissions from the busses will be multiplied. There is
no meaningful evidentiary analysis of these factors in the EIS.

The Project will cause students on these routes to undertake longer ride times, at
increased risks to their health and safety, none of which is studied in the EIS.

Finally, in order to accommodate the impacts from the Project, the District estimates it
will incur the following costs:

Transportation Mileage Cost (Equipment

$72,400 miles @ $9.83 per mile

Cost includes — Labor {(mechanic), Fuel, Parts, Repairs, Equipment, Etc.
Total Cost: $711,692

Added Hours Per Route Changes
Per Year on Existing Routes: 724 hrs. at Step 6 ($25.42 hrly)

Total Cost Impact: ~ $18,404 Salary

$5.253 Statutory
23,657
Addition_of 3 Busses to Address Routing Impacts / One Time Expenditure
3 Busses @ 170,000 approx. = $510,000
dditi us Dri
One Driver: $22,051 Salary
$6,383 Statutory Cost
$7,042 Health and Welfare
$35,476
3 Drivers: 5106,428

TOTAL IMPACT COST: 51,351,777
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298-632

August 2020

d. Bonding Capacity

The ability of the District to provide adequate school facilities to children is directly
driven by its ability to use general obligation bond financing.

The California Education Code limits the amount of general obligation bonds that
elementary school districts may sell during any fiscal year to 1.25% of the total taxable
property within the school district. (Educ. Code § 15102 and 15268.) Therefore, a
school district’s bonding capacity (and ability to provide facilities) is directly tied to
the total assessed value of property within its property.

Here, the Authority recognizes that the Project would result in the acquisition and
displacement of residents, which would remove some private property from the local
property tax rolls and reduce the local property tax revenues available to school
districts. (See Impact 80O #11.) However, the EIS fails to address how the net reduction
in the number of taxable properties within the Elementary District will adversely
impact the Elementary District’s future bonding capacity, and thus the Elementary
District’s ability to maintain and construct school facilities for children in the
community.

The EIS states, in pertinent part, that “[blecause school districts are funded, in part,
from property taxes, it is likely that the removal of some private properties would result
in a net reduction in the local property tax revenues available to school districts. The
potential reductions in property tax revenues designated for school districts as a result
of the Central Valley Wye Altemnatives are estimated to be a $930,000 reduction in
revenues in Madera County. . . This impact is considered to be minor as a small portion
of property tax revenue that is devoted to the school district would be affected.” (See
Appendix 3.12-F.)

In contrast, the El tary District requested and was provided a list of the properties
within the District that will be "taken" by the Project. After providing this data to the
District's financial consultant, it was determined that, contrary to the conclusions
reached in the EIS, the Project would result in a loss to the Elementary District of
approximately 40 million dollars of assessed valuation {(or approximately 3% of the
District’s overall tax base). This means a direct reduction in the quality of school
facilities that can be provided to this community. The EIS improperly fails to analyze
the effects of this loss on the quality of the schools, which will have a related effect on
the surrounding commumnity.

Moreover, the District's tax base is already encumbered by bonds, and the loss of 3%
of the base may cause an inability to fund the debt service on these bonds. These

October 28, 2019
Page 11
298-632 impacts should be carefully analyzed and & mitigation plan should be analyzed and
implemented. '

The District appreciates the Authority’s attention to this impertant matier.  If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly yours,

FAGEN E FULFROST, LLP

California High-Speed Rail Authority

Page | 22-242

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Final Supplemental EIR/EIS



CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Autherity

Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 298 (James Traber, Fagen, Friedman, Fulfrost,LLP on behalf of Chowchlla School

District, October 28, 2019) - Continued

QOctober 28, 2019
Page 12

296-633
Exhibit A

Summary of Transportation Impacts of High Speed Rail

1. Problem road closures
Rd 12
Rd 11
Ave23 %
Ave 24 (both sides of the Wye)
Ave 24 %
Ave 2512
No freeway access to Rd 9
Rd 19 %
Rd 20 %
No freeway access to Rd 17 %
Rd 15
No Freeway access to Rd 15 %
m. Rd 14 %
2. Resources we must add to maintain our transportation schedule
a, Additional 4 bus routes
i. 2 routes at approximately 100 miles per day
. 2 routes at approximately 55 miles per day
b. Fuel Cost for additional routes
i ?
c. Additional Drivers wages
i. 2 at4.25 hours per day X $23.09 an hour
ii. 2 at5.00 hours per day X $23.09 per hour
3. Resources we will add to our existing routes
a. Additional 400 miles per day of rerouting, back tracking and additional routes
i. Approximately 72,400 additional miles per year
b. Fuel cost for additional miles added
¢ Approximately 4 hours of additional time added per day for rerouting and back
tracking
i. Approximately 724 additional hours added per year
d. Wages for additional times added for rerouting and back tracking
4. Possible additional trouble issues
a. Construction of the Wye
b. Construction of over passes and underpasses
i. additional rerouting to get through construction areas

—ET o STmmp e oo

California High-Speed Rail Authority

October 28, 2019
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ii. additional time If rerouting is required

Fact Sheet for Each Route
Route#f | Current Time 5.00 hours per day Current Miles 104 per day

L]

. & & & & 9

WYE splits this route in two

Rd 12 Closure

Rd 11 Closure

Ave 23 ¥ Closure

Ave 24 Closure

Ave 24 % Closure

Ave 25 %

No freeway access to Rd 9

Need 2 buses, one on each side of the WYE
Add approximately 100 miles daily by adding another bus
Additional 5.00 hours per day

Route #2 Current Time 5.50 hours per day Current Miles 101 per day

. & & @

Rd 15 closure

Rd 14 % Closure

Rd 15 % no freeway access

2 mile of back track 3 times a day

4 miles of reroute 3 times a day

Additional 12 minutes added 3 times a day because of back track and reroute

Route #3 Current Time 5.25 hours per day Current Miles 100 per day

-

L]

Rd 17 % closure no access to the freeway

Reroute whole route

Additional 20 miles back tracking and rerouting 3 times a day

Additional 40 minutes added 3 times per day because of backtrack and reroute

Route #4 Current Time 5.25 hours per day Current Miles 82 per day

Rail splits this route in two

Rd 19}

Rd 20 % Closure

Need 2 Busses, one on each side of the rail

Add approximately 100 miles per day by adding another bus
Additional 5.00 hours per day

August 2020
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Route #5 Current Time 5.75 hours per day Current Miles 120 per day
« Rd157% closure

« Reroute to get to Fairmead School
s 8 miles reroute per day
= Additional 16 minutes per day

Foute #6 Current Time 5.75 hours per day Current Miles 118 per day
* Rd 19 % closure
= Reroute to get to Fairmead school
* & miles reroute 3 times a day
* Additional 12 minutes 3 times a day

Route #7 currently not a route
+ Added route for town stops (country routes will no longer have time to have town stops
because of all the rerouting and time required to get around rail)
*  4.25 hours per day
* 55 miles per day

Route #8 currently not a route
» Added route for town stops {country routes will no longer have time to have town stops
because of all the rerouting and time required to get around rail}
* 4.25hours per day
e 50 miles per day

721 1A E2399.1
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298-616

The Authority acknowledges that construction of any of the three SR 152 (North) wye
alternatives would result in significant impacts on community cohesion, even with
implementation of SO-MM#1 and SO-MM#2_ No other feasible mitigation is available
under CEQA to mitigate the impacts.

The comment states that the assumption that the need to mitigate impacts on
community cohesion will be satisfied if the Chowchilla Elementary School District
chooses to keep the Fairmead Elementary School open is incomrect. The Authority has
proposed mitigation, which would apply regardless of the potential closure of the
Fairmead Elementary School, to address community cohesion impacts on the
community of Fairmead as described in Impact SO#2: Permanent Impacts on
Communities—Community Cohesion in Section 3.12, Socioeconomics and
Communities.

In the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 had outlined a process by which the
Authority would purchase Fairmead Elementary School (assuming the property became
available for sale) and convert the school into a community center for Fairmead. In this
Final Supplemental EIR/EIS, EJ-MM#1 has been revised to reflect that the Authority will
instead provide funding to Madera County toward the purchase of a site and
construction of a community center to serve Fairmead. EJ-MM#1 includes a number of
performance standards to avoid or minimize any potential for secondary environmental
effects. This mitigation measure is proposed as part of the environmental justice
analysis under NEPA and intended to reduce the potential for impacts on community
cohesion.

The comment further states that there is a need to secure the Fairmead Elementary
School site for interim community use; however, as stated on page 5-16 of the Draft

Supplemental EIR/EIS, the school is currently an important meeting place for community

members after school hours and hosts meetings of community organizations including

Fairmead Community and Friends. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that the school

will continue to remain available during non-school hours for community functions as it
currently is until such time that the Chowchilla Elementary School District may decide to
close the facility as described in its long-range master plan.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

298-616

The commenter also suggests alternative measures, including construction of a stand-
alone community center; establishment of a joint-use agreement with the school district
for lease of a portion of the site or improvements to make the space specific to
community use; a sale-leaseback agreement to purchase Fairmead Elementary; and
allowing community use of the site during the leaseback period. The Authority has
exhaustively considered all available options for mitigating community cohesion impacts
on the community of Fairmead.

With respect to the first suggestion, this is accounted for in the revised EJ-MN#1.
Regarding the second and third suggestions, the Fairmead Elementary School
continues to function as an important meeting place, as described earlier in this
response, and it is reasonable to assume that it will continue to function in this capacity
until such time that the school site goes up for sale if in fact the school district moves
forward with closure of the school. In either case, the revised EJ-MM#1 would provide
funding to the County of Madera for construction of a community center in the
community of Fairmead, thereby rendering unnecessary these two mitigation options.
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298-617

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-242, comment 74 and submission MF2-
273, comment 393. Pursuant to revised EJ-MM-#1, the Authority’s funding for purposes
of development of a community center is accompanied by a set of performance
standards that will guide the siting, design, and development of the community center,
so as to avoid any new or different secondary environmental effects caused by the
mitigation itself. For example, the site of the community center must not contain
Important farmland, any protected biological or wetland resources, any eligible cultural
resources (and no such resources on adjacent or nearby sites), any existing residence
or business that would be displaced, or any incompatible land use on or associated with
the site. Madera County would be responsible for conducting and completing any
additional site-specific environmental review that may be required.

With respect to the impacts of the Preferred Alternative on Fairmead Elementary, the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS evaluates any applicable transportation, noise, and dust
impacts of the Preferred Alternative on Fairmead Elementary. The Supplemental
EIR/EIS did not limit its analysis of those impacts based on an assumption that
Fairmead Elementary would close; rather, the applicable analysis in the Supplemental
EIR/EIS considered Fairmead Elementary on a permanent basis.

298-618

Regarding air quality, noise, and transportation, please refer to the responses to
submission MF2-298, comments 619 through 631.

Regarding bonding capacity, please refer to the response to submission MF2-247,
comment 236.

August 2020

298-619

HSR trains would be 100 percent electric-powered and, as such, would have no exhaust
emissions. With regard to re-entrained dust emissions, a detailed discussion of wind-
induced dust related to HSR travel was provided in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS on
page 3.14-27, under the subheading Impact AG#7: Wind-Induced Effects. As discussed
therein, “.__an HSR train traveling at 220 mph would generate a wind gust up to 22 mph
lasting less than 1 second at a distance of approximately 10 feet from the train tracks.
Wind speed is estimated at approximately 3 mph at the edge of the HSR right-of-way.”
As stated on page 3.3-35 under the subheading Meteorological Conditions, mean wind
speeds in the project vicinity typically range from 5 to 8 miles per hour. Given that train-
induced wind speeds would be less than the mean ambient wind speed at the edge of
the HSR right-of-way, impacts related to train-induced fugitive dust generation would be
less than significant.

Environmental setting data, such as ambient air monitoring data, were current at time of
Draft EIR/EIS preparation and are appropnate to provide baseline environmental setting
information. With respect to ambient air monitoring stations, the closest and most
appropriate stations were chosen.

298-620

Sensitive receptors were identified in Table 3.3-5 on page 3.3-35 of the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS. Localized construction impacts on these sensitive receptors
were evaluated under subsection Impact AQ#6: Temporary Direct Impacts on Air Quality
- Localized Health Impacts, starting on page 3.3-64. As disclosed therein, localized
construction emissions impacts on sensitive receptor locations would be less than
significant. With respect to operational air quality impacts, these would be less than
significant.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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298-621

A detailed discussion of wind-induced dust related to HSR travel was provided in the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS on page 3.14-27, under the subheading Impact AG#T:
Wind-Induced Effects. As discussed therein, “.._.an HSR train traveling at 220 mph would
generate a wind gust up to 22 mph lasting less than 1 second at a distance of
approximately 10 feet from the train tracks. Wind speed is estimated at approximately 3
mph at the edge of the HSR right-of-way.” As stated on page 3.3-35 under the
subheading Meteorological Conditions, mean wind speeds in the project vicinity typically
range from 5 to 8 miles per hour. Given that train-induced wind speeds would be less
than the mean ambient wind speed at the edge of the HSR nght-of-way, impacts related
to train-induced fugitive dust generation would be less than significant.

298-622

As noted on page 3.4-26, mitigation measure NV-MM#1 requires construction
contractors to conduct real-time construction noise monitoring to ensure that
construction noise levels (both daytime and nighttime) are within FRA standards.
Because this measure would ensure conformance with FRA noise standards, the
conclusion that the effect would be reduced to less-than-significant levels is appropnate.

No major transportation projects have been completed near this area that would
substantially change the noise conditions or noise patterns from the levels observed
when the measurements were conducted. The previous noise measurements therefore
are appropnately representative of more current typical weekday noise conditions and
remain a valid reflection of baseline noise conditions along the routes for all HSR
altemnatives. In the event that noise levels in the community of Fairmead are somewhat
elevated above study conditions, this would make the incremental contribution of HSR
less apparent.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

298-623

The ambient noise sources along all alternatives for the Central Valley Wye are primarily
traffic from vehicles on SR 99 and SR 152, trains on the BNSF and Union Pacific
Railroad corridors, and vehicles (including light aircraft) or other machinery in
agricultural areas. The existing Ldn in the noise resource study area ranges between 48
and 73 A-weighted decibels. Specific noise sources and sensitive receptors for each
Central Valley Wye alternative are presented in Section 3.4.5 .2, Existing Noise Levels
by Altemative.

As set forth in Section 3.4 2, the methodology for the noise analysis followed all
pertinent federal, state, and local guidance. Under the methodology employed here,
schools are considered sensitive receptors and impact analysis was conducted
accordingly.

298-624

No major transportation projects have been completed near this area that would
substantially change the noise conditions from when the measurements were
conducted. The previous noise measurements therefore are appropriately
representative of more current typical weekday noise conditions. Please also refer to
Section 3.4, Noise and Vibration, specifically Impacts NV#5 through NV#8. Under
CEQA, Impact NV#5 related to operational noise is considered a significant and
unavoidable impact, notwithstanding the commenter’s synopsis of the environmental
document asserting that operations noise was not found to be significant.
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298-625

As noted on page 3.4-26, NV-MM#1 would reduce constructionrelated noise impacts to
a less-than-significant level. This measure requires temporary construction site sound
barriers near a noise source as potential noise mitigation. Concerning operational noise,
as noted on page 3.4-32:

Sound barriers are not proposed for any of the Central Valley Wye altematives because
they are not required under the Authority’s Noise and Vibration Mitigation Guidelines as
shown in Appendix 3. 4-A_ The Authority’s criteria are not met because of the low density
of receptors in the noise resource study area. Although sound barriers are not presently
proposed, NV-MM#3 provides other measures to reduce sound levels where the
Authority’s Noise and Vibration Mitigation Guidelines dictate, including the Authority-
funded installation of sound insulation (including adding an extra layer of glazing to
windows) to provide outdoor-to-indoor noise reduction. This measure may provide some
level of noise attenuation. Even with implementation of this measure, operational noise
impacts would remain significant on some sensitive receptors; however, operational
noise impacts would not be significant at any school facilities, including Fairmead
Elementary School and Fairmead Head Start. For this reason, window replacement
would not be necessary at these facilities.

298-626

As noted in Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS Section 3.4.1, Noise and Vibration, for noise
analysis, sensitive receptors include any noise-sensitive land use, such as residences,
hospitals, or schools.

Sound barriers are not proposed for any of the Central Valley Wye altematives because
they are not required under the Authority’s Noise and Vibration Mitigation Guidelines as
shown in Appendix 3 4-A.

The Authority’s criteria are not met because of the low density of sensitive receptors in

the noise resource study area. The Authority’s Mitigation Guidelines lines were
approved for the Merced to Fresno Project Section Project EIR/EIS in 2012.

August 2020

298-627

Any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting from road closures would be
identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time to evaluate existing routes
and make any necessary adjustments. The Authorty has been in regular
communication, and will continue to coordinate with, Chowchilla Elementary School
District (CESD) on road closures identified in Appendix 3.2-A and final design to ensure
both temporary and permanent routes are available for school bus access.

In general, out-of-direction travel required for school buses would not have a large-scale
effect on existing school transportation routes. Information submitted by CESD, which is
uniquely positioned because it utilizes grade-level (not neighborhood) schools, suggests
that on average, the approximate out-of-direction travel distance for school buses would
be 3 miles for the Central Valley Wye Preferred Alternative. From coordination with
CESD, the Authority has recognized that some school bus routes may encounter
multiple road closures from the Central Valley Wye. The Central Valley Wye Preferred
Altemative bisects the CESD both north-south along SR 152, and east-west along Road
11, leading to more limited movement compared to other school districts. Specifically,
according to information provided by CESD, CESD Bus Route 1 will add five more miles
per route that would lead to 15 additional miles per day based on completing three bus
routes per day.

Appendix 3.12-D, Table 3, lists permanent road closures by school district.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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298-628

As reflected in Table 9-1 of Chapter 9, the Authority conducted focused outreach
meetings with Chowechilla school districts to seek input on the development of
altemnatives and the environmental analysis phase in April 2013, the summer of 2016,
and May 2017. Moreover, the Authority held special meetings with the school districts in
the summer of 2019 specifically to go over comments from the districts on the Draft
Supplemental EIR/EIS.

The Central Valley Wye Community Impact Assessment (2016) evaluated permanent
road closures by school district, including the Chowchilla School District, and indicated
the out-of-direction travel that would be required as a result of the road closures. For the
Preferred Altemative (SR 152 North to Road 11 Wye Alternative), there would be 8 road
closures that would cause 1 to 2 miles out-of-direction travel distance. Per Exhibit A that
was provided, each of the 6 existing bus routes travels 82 to 120 miles a day. As
discussed in Impact TR#13, any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting from
road closures would be identified in the final design, allowing schools enough time to
evaluate existing routes and make any necessary adjustments. The Authority will
coordinate with local school districts, including the Chowchilla Elementary School
District during final design because temporary and permanent road closures may
change and additional access for school buses may be needed.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

298-629

Review of Exhibit A that was provided with the comment letter indicates that the problem
road closures list that is referenced would be reduced for the Preferred Altemative (SR
152 North to Road 11 Wye Alternative).

For example, Road 12, Avenue 23%, and Road 20%: would continue across HSR tracks
with grade-separated strucutures and Road 9 will have an interchange to SR 152.

The Preferred Altemative would incorporate 3 interchanges at SR 59, Road 9 (Hamlock
Road), and SR 233 (Robertson Bivd) connecting to SR 152 with distances between
interchanges ranging from 2 to 6 miles apart.

There would be temporary closures to roads in the project area as track and grade
separation structures are constructed.

The commenter’s Exhibit A also identified 6 existing bus routes that could potentially be
impacted by the project with each route ranging from 82 to 120 miles per day. However,
the proposed road closures would cause 1 to 2 miles out-of-direction travel distance per
trip in the Chowchilla School District (Central Valley Wye Community Impact
Assessment, 2016). The Authority will coordinate with the Chowchilla Elementary
School District Board during final design to ensure that both temporary and permanent
alternate routes are available for all their school bus routes.

August 2020
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298-630
Please refer to the response to submission MF2-298, comment 629.

In addition, please note that the Authority would incorporate protection of public
roadways during construction (TR-IAMF#1), which would include providing a
photographic survey documenting the condition of the public roadways along truck
routes prior to the start of construction. The Authority and its contractors would be
responsible for the repair of any structural damage to public roadways caused by HSR
construction or construction access and retuming any damaged sections to their original
pre-HSR construction structural condition.

Per TR-IAMF#2, the Authonty must review and approve the Construction Transportation
Plan (CTP) before the Contractor commences any construction activities. This plan
would address, in detalil, the activities to be carried out in each construction phase, with
the requirement of maintaining traffic flow during peak travel periods. Such activities
include, but are not limited to, the routing and scheduling of materials deliveries,
materials staging and storage areas, construction employee amival and departure
schedules, employee parking locations, and temporary road closures, if any.

The Authority will coordinate with Chowchilla School District to determine the schedule
of buses during the day to minimize traffic delays caused by construction activities.

August 2020

298-631

The Authority will coordinate with the local school districts during final design to ensure
that both temporary and permanent alternate routes are available for school bus access.
As discussed in Impact TR#13, any permanent impacts on school bus routes resulting
from road closures would be identified in the final design, allowing schools

enough time to evaluate existing routes and make any necessary adjustments.

In general, out-of-direction travel required for school buses would not have a large-scale
effect on existing school transportation routes. Information submitted by CESD, which is
uniquely positioned because it utilizes grade-level (not neighborhood) schools, suggests
that on average, the approximate out-of-direction travel distance for school buses would
be 3 miles for the Central Valley Wye Preferred Alternative.

Your calculations for additional buses and bus drivers are noted.

298-632

Please refer to the responses to submission MF2-247, comment 236 and submission
MF2-245, comment 125.

298-633

The attachments to the comment letter are noted. Also, please refer to the responses to
submission MF2-298, comments 628 through 630.
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Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #299 DETAIL

Status : Action Pending
Record Date : 10/29/2019
Submission Date : 10/28/2019
Interest As : Local Agency
First Name : Christina

Last Name : Monfette
Submission Content :

Good moming,

Attached to this email is a copy of the Comment Letter prepared by the County of Fresno. A hard copy is being
sent with today’s mail.

Please let me know if you have any questions,

[cid:image003.png@01D58D7B.CCC62850]<http:/fwww_co_fresno.ca.us/departments/public-works-planning>
Chrissy Monfette| Planner

Department of Public Works and Planning | Development Services and Capital Projects Division

2220 Tulare St. Suite A, Fresno, CA 93721

Main Office: (559) 600-4230 Direct: (559) 600-4245

Your input matters! Customer Service Survey<https:/fwww_surveymonkey.com/r/customersurveypwp>
Attachments : County of Fresno Comment Ltr_pdf (224 kb)
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299-635

299-636

County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

Qctober 28, 2019

Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
770 L Street, Suite 620 MS-1
Sacramento, CA 35814

SUBJECT: Merced to Fresno Section: Central Valley Wye Draft Supplemental
Environmental impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Ms. Gomez and Mr. McLoughlin:

The County of Fresno appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on the
subject Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). In addition to the
environmental impacts identified in the EIS, Fresno County requests that the following
itens be addressed:

Agriculture and Forestry Resources:

According to the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, the proposed wye connection is
anticipated to have a significant impact on agricultural resources due to acquiring the
right-of-way and construction activities. Additionally, some parcels that are in the path of
the portion of the High Speed Rail which traverses Fresno County may be under
Williamson Act Contract. Therefore, the County recommends that the supplemental
EIR/EIS address impacts on agricultural land, including mitigating potential impacts on
parcels that are enrolled in the Williamson Act Program. Questions regarding
Williamson Act Contracts and other policy concerns may be directed to Derek

Chambers at dchambersi@ fresnocountyca.gov.

In addition to the notes abave, the County has also identified the following regulatory
information for your consideration:

= Should any underground storage tanks be encountered during the project, the
project manager or other responsible individual shall apply for and secure an
Underground Storage Tank Removal Permit from the Fresno County Deparirment
of Public Health, Environmental Health Division. You may contact the Hazmat
Compliance program at (559) 445-3271 for more information.

e Any septic systems encountered during the project shall be properly destroyed
by an appropriately-licensed contractor, under permit and inspection from the
Department of Public Works, Development Services and Capital Projects
Division (or appropriate local jurisdiction).

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS DIVISION
2220 Tulare Streal, Sidh Floos f Fresne, Califernia 83721 { Phone (558) 6004487 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 7 FAX 6004200
The County of Fresno iz an Equal OpF i
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CAHSR Central Valley Wye Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
October 28, 2019
Page 2 of 3

= Any existing water wells that are compromised by the project shall be properly
destroyed by an appropriately-licensed contractor, under permit and inspection
from the Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division (or
appropriate local jurisdiction). You may contact the Water Surveillance Program
at (559) 445-3350 for more information.

o Prior to destruction of agricultural wells, the uppermost fluid in the well column
should be sampled for lubricating oil. The presence of oil staining around the
well may indicate the use of lubricating oil to maintain the well pump. Should
lubricating oil be found in the well, the cil should be removed from the well prior
to placement of fill material for destruction. The "oily water" removed from the
well shall be handled in accordance with federal, state, and local government
requirements. Transportation of these materials on public roadways may require
special permits and licensure.

The following comments apply to the demolition or removal of structures necessary as
part of the project:

= Should the structures have an active rodent or insect infestation, the infestation
should be abated prior to demolitionfremoval of the structures to prevent the
spread of vectors to adjacent properties.

+ In the process of demolishingfremoving existing structures, the contractor may
encounter asbestos-containing construction materials and materials coated with
lead-based paints. If asbestos-containing materials are encountered, contact the
San Joaguin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District at {(559) 230-6000 for
more information.

= If any structure was constructed prior to 1979 or if lead-based paint is suspected
to have been used in the structures, then, prior to demolition andfor removal
work, the contractor should contact the following agencies for current regulations
and requirements:

¥ California Department of Public Health, Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention Branch, at (510) 620-5600.

¥ United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9, at (415) 947-
8000.

¥ State of California, Industrial Relations Department, Division of
Occupational Safety and Health, Consuitation Service (CAL-OSHA), at
{559) 454-5302,

August 2020

299-642

CAHSR Central Valley Wye Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS
October 28, 2018
Page 3 of 3

+ All materials deemed hazardous as identified in the demolition/removal process
must be characterized and disposed of in accordance with current federal, state,
and local requirements.

For questions relating to the existing requirements noted above, you may contact Deep

Sidhu at ssidhu@fresnocountyca.gov.

If you have any other questions, you may e-mail me at cmonfette@fresnocountyca.gov
or contact me by phone at (558) 600-4245.

Sincerely,

.._\__'___...-’
Chrissy Monfette, Planner
Development Services and Capital Projects Division

CMM:ksn
G IE0DevedPINWPROJSECWPROJDOCS \ EnvironmentallDAR High Speed RailMerced to Fresno DSEIR-EIS\County
of Fresno Comment Letter. docx

cc.  Steven E. White, Director
John Thompson, Assistant Director
Bernard Jimenez, Assistant Director
William M. Kettler, Development Services and Capital Projects Division
Chris Motta, Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 299 (Christina Monfette, County of Fresno, October 28, 2019)

299-634

The commenter is correct that the proposed Central Valley Wy would have a significant
impact on Important Farmland. These impacts are discussed quantitatively in Impact
AG#1, Temporary Use of Important Farmland; Impact AG#2, Permanent Conversion of
Important Farmland to Nonagricultural Use; Impact AG#3, Creation of Remnant Parcels
of Important Farmland; and Impact AG#6, Impacts on Land under Williamson Act or FSZ
Contracts; and qualitatively under Impact AG#4, Disruption of Agricultural Infrastructure;
Impact AG#5, Interference with Aerial Spraying Activities; and Impact AG#7, Wind-
Induced Effects.

The commenter suggests that impacts on land under Williamson Act contract should be
mitigated. As discussed in Impact AG#6 in the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS, any impacts
on Important Farmland under Williamson Act contract are separately accounted for
under Impact AG#2, Permanent Conversion of Important Farmland to Nonagricultural
Use, and Impact AG#3, Creation of Remnant Parcels of Important Farmland. Impact
AGH#6 acknowledges the potential for remnant parcels of Important Farmland to be
smaller than county thresholds for Williamson Act contracts. Important Farmland can
continue in agricultural use regardless of whether it is under Williamson Act contract;
however, the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS concluded that loss of Williamson Act contract
status would not result in additional conversion of Important Farmland beyond that
described in Impacts AG #2 and AG#3.

The Central Valley Wye study area does not include Fresno County. As shown on
Figure 1-1 of this document, HSR impacts on Important Farmland in Fresno County
were considered as part of the 2012 Merced to Fresno Project Section Final EIR/EIS.
The Authority and FRA decisions in 2012 selected the north/south hybrid altemative
studied in that Final EIR/EIS, shown with a blue line on Figure 1-1. Impacts on Important
Farmland in Fresno County, including on parcels under Williamson Act contract, are
addressed through the analysis and mitigation measures in the Final EIR/EIS, Section
3.14. The discussion and approach to mitigation for Important Farmland impacts in the
Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS are consistent with that in the Merced to Fresno Final
EIR/EIS, Section 3.14.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

299-635

The comment is noted if any such facilities are identified in Fresno County. Refer to the
discussion of Impact HMW#2 in Section 3.10, Hazards and Hazardous Matenals. The
discussion and approach to hazardous materials and wastes in the Draft Supplemental
EIR/EIS is consistent with that in the Merced to Fresno Final EIR/EIS, Section 3.10.

299-636

Comment noted. For Merced to Fresno Section construction work in the Central Valley,
HSR and its contractors are required to obtain necessary permits and have licensed
personnel perform the work. Replacement septic systems may be provided in kind,
however, this would be determined during the right-of-way acquisition process.
Chapter 3.6 has been revised to clarify the requirement to comply with all applicable
laws related to septic systems.

299-637

Comment noted. HSR and its contractors will comply with all state and federal
requirements relating to the abandonment of water wells, if necessary. Text has been
added to Chapter 3.6 to clarify procedures for closure of groundwater wells and
compliance with all applicable laws. For Merced to Fresno HSR construction, HSR
contractors are required to obtain necessary permits and have certified personnel
perform the work. Only active Water Well Contractors License holders (California
License C-57) would perform water well destruction work.

In addition, at a program-wide level, the Authority has developed standard management
procedures for the properties it owns (currently and prospectively). These management
procedures address concems like those raised by the commenter, to ensure that the
Authority is a "good neighbor” in the communities all along the proposed rail corridor.
Chapter 2, Section 2.4 2, has been revised to clarify these standard procedures.
Removal of utilities such as water wells, will be performed in accordance with local and
State regulations with permits for demolition and removal secured from the local agency
with jurisdiction. Chapter 3.6 has been revised to clanfy the requirement to comply with
all applicable laws related to groundwater well decommissioning and relocations.
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 299 (Christina Monfette, County of Fresno, October 28, 2019) - Continued

299-638

HSR construction practices follow county and state protocols for well closures for water
well decommissioning. During right of way acquisition, Phase | Environmental Site
Assessments would be conducted to help identify potential hazardous materials in
accordance with standard ASTM methods for each construction site. Further testing
(Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment) and remediation (Phase Il Environmental
Site Assessment) would be conducted for parcels that have been found to require it prior
to property acquisition and, therefore, prior to well destruction (HMW-IAMF#7). In
addition, the contractor would prepare a Construction Management Plan (CMP)
addressing provisions for disturbance of undocumented contamination (HMW-IAMF#5).
Any permits needed to decommission the well would be obtained by the Contractor.
Chapter 3.14 has been revised to describe the potential for agricultural well closure and
replacement (Impact AG#4).

299-639
The comment recommending specific timing of addressing rodent/insect infestations in
structures to be demolished is noted.

In addition, at a program-wide level, the Authority has developed standard management
procedures for the properties it owns (currently and prospectively). These management
procedures address concerns like those raised by the commenter, to ensure that the
Authority is a "good neighbor” in the communities all along the proposed rail corridor.
Chapter 2, Section 2 4.2, has been revised to clarify these standard procedures. The
homes and structures are inspected for all wildlife that may be present in the structure.
Any required pest control will be applied by a licensed Pest Control Advisor and after
obtaining any appropriate local approvals. Current construction procedures do not allow
the use of rodenticide for pest removal (CDFW Incidental Take Permit).

August 2020

299-640

The comment is noted. Coordination with the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution
Control District is explicitly noted in the discussion of Impact HMW#3 in Section 3.10,
Hazards and Hazardous Matenials. Lead and asbestos abatement are included in
demolition plans for building components and debris. Demolition plans are reviewed to
verify that described practices are consistent with federal and state regulations
regarding asbestos and lead paint abatement (HMW-IAMF#6).

The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District is contacted when
structures are demolished that contain asbestos containing materials and lead-based
paint for the portions of the Merced to Fresno section currently under construction.

299-641

The comment is noted. Please see the discussion of Impact HMW#3 in Section 3.10,
Hazards and Hazardous Materials.

Lead and asbestos abatement are included in demolition plans for building components
and debris. Demolition plans are reviewed to verify that described practices are
consistent with federal and state regulations regarding asbestos and lead paint
abatement (HMW-IAMF#6).

For the Merced to Fresno Section under construction, the Contractor would make a
determination if asbestos-containing materials and/or lead based paints are an issue for
a structure before demolition. Personnel that specialize in remediation and disposal of
the hazardous materials are utilized. The Contractor obtains any necessary permits and
notifies the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District.
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 299 (Christina Monfette, County of Fresno, October 28, 2019) - Continued

299-642

The comment is noted. Please see the discussions of Impacts HMW#1 through HMW#8
in Section 3.10, Hazards and Hazardous Materials.

During right of way acquisition, Phase | Environmental Site Assessments would be
conducted to help identify potential hazardous materials in accordance with standard
ASTM methods for each construction site. Further testing (Phase Il Environmental Site
Assessment) and remediation (Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment) would be
conducted for parcels that have been found to require it prior to acquisition of the
property and, therefore, prior to well destruction (HMW-IAMF£T). In addition, the
contractor would comply with applicable state and federal regulations and would provide
a hazardous materials and waste plan describing responsible parties and procedures
and hazardous materials transport (HMW-IAMF#1).

For construction in the Merced to Fresno Section, hazardous materials are handled and
removed according to applicable laws and procedures.

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 300 (Russell Landon, Central California Irrigation District, October 28, 2019)

1395 Wear"I" Siermer {20%] B26-1471
|Merced - Fresno 2014+; Central Valley Wye - RECORD #300 DETAIL PO Dy 1231 Fex (209 6263184
Status : Action Pending Lo Barios, A 93635 [ -
Record Date : 10/292019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS JAREETT MARTT
Submission Date : 10/28/2019 JAMES O'BANION b
Interest As : Local Agency Proiclont mmrmnmm‘n-:
First Name : Russell ﬂmm N N SRR
Last Name : Landon PRI FOMTANA SEXCTON & COOPER LLP
Submission Content : MIRK ENEEN Tegel L guriad
Dear Authority- Attached is CCID's letter with our comments on the Draft Supplemental Merced to Fresno ANDRIW BLCOA
Section- Central Valley Wye EIR/EIS Report. We would like fo thank you for providing us another opportunity Oetober 25, 2019
to express our concems and the importance of protecting the interests of the District and its customers.
Russell Landon
Projects Manager
Central California Irrigation District Alln: Drafi Supplement EIR/EIS for Merced to Fresao Froject Section
Off 209-826-1421 California High-Speed Rail Authonty

770 L Streer, Stite 620 MS-1

Cell 209-777-8004
Attachments : Comment Letter HSR EIR-EIS 10-25-2019.pdf (78 kb)

Sacramento, CA %5514

Re: Cemments on EIR/ELS Reporl

Dear HSR. Authority:

This leter comtains the Central Califormia Irrigation Distriet’s comments on the “Diraft Supplementnl Merced
to Fresno Central Valley Wye EIR & ETS Report™, We would Hke 10 inform the HSR Authority of the
maiters that may impact the Distriet’s facilitics, the fecilities of its cuslomers, and the agricolhiral comnmunity
within its boundaries.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:

300-643 Any spphication of pesticides or herbicides tor weed contre] within the HSR right-of-way must be performed
uging best practices and linaled with the adjacent land and/or the District. Measures shall be
taker to ensure that drift or over-spray onto nearby ciops is aveided, paricularly for organically grown
SIODS.

300-644' I plementation of dust comrol measurcs shoald be in sirict compli with the minimizing practices
outlined in Appendix “A” to mitigate polential crop damage..

300-645 Complisnce with the Clean Water A, TMDLs, Ground Water Sustainability, and BWPPP, zlong with ather
codes and regulations for water I chiuld be applied. Forther detalls are requined on how
drainage, water flow, and construction watct and wasic water will be addressed without impacting CCID
fagilities.

300545' Histonic capagities must be mamiained to move imgalion and flocd waters through existing drainage and
irripation fzcilities to prevent the iImpounding of weler over erop landa.

300-647 Runoff from the rail levee will need to be comtinually managed for prevention of pelhution to arsa lands and
facilitios. Any plems lo discharge drainage water into CCID facilities will need 1o be coordinated in advance,
with CCID,

August 2020 California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Submission 300 (Russell Landon, Central California Irrigation District, October 28, 2019) -

Continued

mirt ddefined specifically for these rypes of water fhoilities, This needs to be addressed in the report or in
supplemental reports and/or contrasts priar to construction. Appendix “A” requires that a SPCC program be
implemented. Howcver, the contractor is instructed to work with Joca! agencics to resolve such encounters

300-648] Frotoction and cleamup of hazardons materals from spills inte water channels or surface irrigation ditches is
and address cleanup, CCID recognizes thal any miligation is ithe sole responsibility of the HSR Auwthority,

construction or long-term Cperation & Mad ahall be coordinaled in ad . CCID carmot
puarentes availability of watcr.

3uu4349| “The report mentions that installing walls will not be used as a water supply. Any water nooded for

DESIGN:

300_55(}' The engincering firm wan will be designing the stuctuncs and providiog for the civil plans must work
elosely with CCID oo details of the improvements needed for its waterways al various localions,

300-651] The Dismict dalivers water yearround requiring that 51l pipes, canals, ditches, and drains remain in service.
Construction ut thesg locations will need fo be coardinated with the District in advance to maintain water
deliveries and provide the most condncive conditions for construction.

300-652| Shellow ground waler exists below Disirict lands at depths less that ten fast below sround surface, fom
Carlusel Roed to the San Joaquin River. This area will nead to be dewatered to allow for canstruction to
occur. Dewatering activities may be continnous dusing construclion and coordination of discharging this
water inio any District facililies shall be corrdinated with CCID in advance.

300-653| All CCID facilities shall maintain delivery capucily consistent wath Distriet operations. Desipn details fora
structure of any kind at water chanmels, ditches, and oulverts shall he coardinated with the District.

e look forward to working with you on yeur project. TEyou have any questions regarding this matier, you
may comtact pur projects manager, Russell Landon, at (209) 826-1421,

Very fruly vours,

California High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 300 (Russell Landon, Central California Irrigation District, October 28,

2019)

300-643

Impact HYD#10 addresses the potential for weed control along the HSR right-of-way to
require the use of herbicides. The Authority would use contracted applicators
appropriately licensed by the state, and where necessary HSR staff would coordinate
with County Agricultural Commissioners.

The Contractor will prepare and implement an Annual Vegetation Control Plan that
identifies vegetation control methods (BIO-IAMF#7). The Vegetation Control Plan
follows the Caltrans Maintenance Manual, Chapter C2 to manage vegetation on
Authority property. Pesticide application would be conducted in accordance with the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation and County Agricultural Commissioners
by certified pesticide applicators. Current Authority Contractors are in regular contact
with adjacent landowners, lmrigation Districts, and County Agricultural Commissioners.

In addition, at a program-wide level, the Authority has developed standard management
procedures for the properties it owns (currently and prospectively). These management
procedures address concerns like those raised by the commenter, to ensure that the
Authority is a "good neighbor” in the communities all along the proposed rail corridor.
Chapter 2, section 2 4.2, has been revised to clarify these standard procedures.

300-644

The Authority would comply with all applicable SJVAPCD fugitive dust control measures.

Please refer to AQ-IAMF#1: Fugitive Dust Emissions, in Appendix 2-B, and the
discussion in Impact AQ#1.

August 2020

300-645

Please refer to Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water Resources, which provides
comprehensive analysis of each alternative’s potential to affect water bodies. Refer to
Table 3.8-3 for a list of all water body crossings of each alternative. Also refer to impacts
HYD#1, HYD#2, HYD#9 and HYD#10 for analysis of construction period and operational
period impacts to surface waters.

Section 3.8 of the Draft Supplemental EIR/EIS describes that the Authority will comply
with all applicable federal and state laws related to water quality and hydrology. HYD-
IAMF#3 requires preparation and implementation of a construction stormwater pollution
prevention plan (SWPPP).

Table 10-1 in the Merced to Fresno Project Section: Central Valley Wye Hydrology and
Hydraulics Engineering Report (2016) identifies all irrigation district-owned facilities that
are crossed by each of the four Central Valley Wye altematives, including Central
California Irmgation District (CCID) facilities. This information supported the analysis of
hydrological changes caused by the Central Valley Wye Altematives in chapter 3.8.
Based on the analysis, it is not anticipated that any HSR runoff would discharge into
CCID facilities. If, during future design, the need for any discharging into CCID facilities
is identified, it would be fully coordinated with and approved by CCID.

Callifornia High-Speed Rail Authority
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Chapter 22 Local Agency Comments

Response to Submission 300 (Russell Landon, Central California Irrigation District, October 28,

2019) - Continued

300-646
As noted in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water Resources, stormwater would be
collected at the toe of embankments and directed to detention basins.

The design of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would also include drainage systems
to collect and treat stormwater in accordance with the requirements of the Clean Water
Act Section 401 permit. Road underpasses would require pump stations that would
pump runoff from the low point of the road to either a municipal drainage system or a
treatment system that would treat runoff. This approach would meet or exceed the
treatment and postconstruction stormwater requirements of Section XIII of the
Construction General Permit (Authority and FRA 2016a).

Furthermore, as discussed in detail in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water Resources,
Impact HYD#8: Permanent Changes to Floodplain Flows, the Authority would adhere to
the design features outlined in HYD-IAMF#2. These design features would require
adequately sized culverts and waterbody crossings be provided to avoid the possibility
of diverting or redirecting flood flows or increasing the water surface elevation in the

100-year floodplain by more than 1 foot, or as required by state or local agencies. These

design standards would be implemented across the entire HSR project, are consistent
with other state design standards (e.g., Caltrans), and would meet or exceed local
requirements. Additionally, river and creek crossing designs would include measures to

minimize the impacts of placing piers in the floodplains and floodways. The design of the

Central Valley Wye alternatives would maintain the existing hydraulic capacity, avoiding
a nise in existing flood or high-water elevations, and therefore would not increase
existing 100-year floodwater surface elevation in Federal Emergency Management
Agency—designated floodways, or as otherwise agreed upon with the county floodplains
manager.

Additionally, while relocation of irmgation facilities may occur, these relocations are not
anticipated to interfere with irrigation facility capacity because adherence to PUE-
IAMF#2 requires that contractors verify that new imigation facilities are operational prior
to disconnecting the original facility, where feasible. lmigation facility relocation
preferences are included in the design-build contract and reduce unnecessary impacts
on continued operation of irrigation facilities.

California High-Speed Rail Authority

300-647

As noted in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water Resources, stormwater would be
collected at the toe of embankments and directed to detention basins.

The design of the Central Valley Wye alternatives would also include drainage systems
to collect and treat stormwater in accordance with the requirements of the Clean Water
Act Section 401 permit. Road underpasses would require pump stations that would
pump runoff from the low point of the road to either a municipal drainage system or a
treatment system that would treat runoff. This approach would meet or exceed the
treatment and postconstruction stormwater requirements of Section XllI of the
Construction General Permit. It would also meet or exceed the treatment and
postconstruction and hydromodification control requirements for compliance with any
active Phase | or Phase Il permit applicable in those areas of the Central Valley Wye
alternatives with active municipal separate storm sewer system permits (Authority and
FRA 2016a).

As required by HYD-IAMF#1, road crossings would be designed so runoff is conveyed
to a stormwater collection system to avoid direct discharge to surface waterbodies,
including discharge into CCID-regulated surface waterbodies. As described in Impact
HYD#4: Permanent Surface Water Quality Impacts, any discharges to stormwater
drainage systems would be pursuant to requirements of the local irrigation or

flood control entity responsible for the stormwater drainage system. Currently it is not
anticipated that any HSR runoff would discharge into CCID facilities. If, during future
design, the need for any discharging into CCID facilities is identified, it would be fully
coordinated with and approved by CCID.

300-648

Please refer to HYD-IAMF#1, Storm Water Management. The terms of this IAMF will be
incorporated into the project. HYD-IAMF#1 requires that on-site stormwater
management facilities are designed and constructed to capture runoff and provide
treatment prior to discharge of pollutant-generating surfaces, including station parking
areas, access roads, new road over- and underpasses, reconstructed interchanges, and
new or relocated roads and highways. These measures would substantially reduce the
potential for any contaminated runoff to enter CCID facilities.
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Response to Submission 300 (Russell Landon, Central California Irrigation District, October 28,

2019) - Continued

300-649

The comment is noted. Please refer to the discussion in Section 3.6 regarding
construction period water use, specifically Impact PUE#3, as well as Appendix 3.6-B,
which indicates the multiple providers the Authority has identified as potential providers
of construction-peniod water.

300-650

The comment is noted. The Authority will continue to engage with all area stakeholders,
including the CCID, as further design and construction work advances. Please also note
HYD-IAMF#2, Flood Protection, which the Authority and its contractors will adhere to in
the design of structure to minimize any elevation increases in 100 and 200 year
floodplains.

300-651

The comment is noted. The potential for construction of the project to result in disruption
to all utility services is disclosed in Section 3.6, Impacts PUE#1 and PUE#2. These
impact discussions reference PUE-IAMF#2, which state that where relocating an
imigation facility is necessary, the contractor would verify that the new facility is
operational prior to disconnecting the original facility, where feasible, thereby avoiding or
minimizing any interim disruption in service.

August 2020

300-652

Please refer to the discussion of Impact HYD#3, in Section 3.8, Hydrology and Water
Quality, which indicates that the Central Valley Wye alternatives incorporate a
requirement to conduct construction in compliance with the State Water Resources
Control Board Construction General Permit (HYD-IAMF#3) to minimize the potential of
contaminants to be discharged into groundwater and minimize short-term increases in
sediment transport caused by construction, including erosion control requirements,
stormwater management, and channel dewatering for affected stream crossings.
Dewatering activities would also comply with the Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board’'s General Dewatering Permit, Order No. 5-00-175 [NPDES No.
CAG995001], Waste Discharge Requirements General Order for Dewatering and Other
Low-Threat Discharges to Surface Waters.

Various controls, design features, and waste, dewatering, and Construction General
Permit requirements detailed in the SWPPP (HYD-IAMF#3 and HYD-IAMF#) would
minimize the risk of polluted runoff and the potential for sedimentation impacts on water
quality, in addition to the stormwater management requirements to treat and discharge
runoff (HYD-IAMF#1). Currently, it is not anticipated that any HSR runoff would
discharge into CCID facilities. If a need for discharge/dewatering into CCID facilities is
identified during future engineering design investigations, it would be fully coordinated
with and approved by CCID.

300-653

Please refer to the response to submission MF2-300, comment 651.
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